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Chuck ellis and members of the Andover Fire Department secure the de-
partment’s new sign to the front of the fi rehouse on Main Street.
 Staff photo: heather Makechnie

The Swap Shop will 
be open on May 9 

from 8 AM to 2 PM 
and welcomes (be-

fore 1 PM) reusable 
items in  working 

condition like toys, 
clothing, books, 

bicycles, and kitchen-
ware.  Please, no 

upholstered furniture, 
tires, windows, doors, 

electronics, or 
porcelain fi xtures. 

By Alex estin
Andover/Proctor liason Committee

The Andover/Proctor Liaison Com-
mittee was created several years ago to 
enhance the relationship between the 
town and school and to explore opportu-
nities for mutually benefi cial initiatives. 

Most recently, the Committee met 
on Monday, March 30, at 7:30 PM at 
Proctor’s dining room. Representing 
the town were Bill Bardsley, Vicky 
Mishcon, John Cotton, and Laurie Fer-
guson. Proctor representatives included 
Karl Methven, Peter Southworth, Alex 
Estin, and Mike Henriques. 

Discussion covered on-campus se-
curity issues (in light of several burglar-
ies in December) and the single-stream 

Andover/Proctor Liason Committee
recycling initiative planned for 2010. 

In a discussion about the impact of 
Proctor on the town, it was noted that 
Proctor pays $91,610 in taxes, more than 
any other entity. Laurie Ferguson men-
tioned that the school clears sidewalks 
from Jake’s Market to Pizza Chef, main-
tains crosswalk cones on Main Street, 
and assists the Andover Elementary/
Middle School with volunteer support 
by both teachers and students. 

The Committee’s next meeting is 
scheduled for October 26, 2009 and will 
be held at the Town Hall. The public is 
welcome to forward topics or issues 
for discussion to Alex Estin at AlexE@
proctornet.com or 735-6579, or to Laurie 
Ferguson at LaurieFerguson@tds.net.

By Charlie Darling
Station Manager, Andover Cable TV

At the end of May, New London will 
lose the public access programming it 
has enjoyed for over 15 years. In a letter 
to town residents, New London Town 
Administrator Jessie Levine explained 
that Yankee Communications will no 
longer be able to provide programming 
and equipment for the town.

In her letter, Jessie provided a sum-
mary of the arrangement that is now 
ending:

“For over 15 years, New London’s 
public access has been made possible 
through the time, effort, and equip-
ment provided by Yankee Communica-
tions, which broadcasts the Kearsarge 
Regional High School Game of the 
Week (GOW) and the Kearsarge Valley 
Magazine (KVM), and allows its equip-
ment to be used by people who have the 
wherewithal to produce other program-
ming for the public channel. Neither the 
Town [of New London] nor the School 
District owns its own public access 
equipment.” 

Jessie went on to explain that in the 
process of negotiating a franchise con-
tract renewal with New London, Com-
cast raised the issue of the paid adver-
tising in GOW and KVM that allowed 
Yankee Communications to provide 
public access programming in New 
London. FCC rules for public access 

Andover Cable TV
channels allow the kind of “underwrit-
ing” ads you see on PBS, but not the 
commercial ads that supported GOW 
and KVM on the New London chan-
nels.

Unfortunately, those commercials 
were the only source of revenue sup-
porting community programming in 
New London. Jessie said, “The Town 
[of New London] does not have its own 
equipment or operators and, for better 
or worse, has never fi nancially support-
ed the public access channel.”

“The Selectmen could have pushed 
Comcast to provide equipment to oper-
ate our own studio,” Jessie continued, 
“but without the staff and knowledge 
to do so, and knowing that those costs 
would have also been pushed onto sub-
scribers, the Selectmen did not want to 
take that step at this time.”

Jessie closed the letter with thanks 
to “Greg and Lisa Uhrin of Yankee 
Communications for their hard work 
and generosity over the years that have 
allowed any public programming to be 
seen by our citizens.”
The Situation In Andover

I bring all this to your attention not 
because it directly affects Andover, but 
because it’s a chance to appreciate how 
good we have it here.

Back when cable fi rst came to town, 
Andover chose a different approach to 

See Cable TV  on page 8
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Think Entire Project
What you need. How to do it.

Planning is the first and most important
step. In the long run, planning saves
time, money and energy.

Preparation is 80% of most jobs.
Take painting, for instance. For the
best results, first clean, spackle,
caulk, and sand. Then, see how easy
it is to apply the color.

Application is much smoother when
using the appropriate tools and supplies.
At Clarke’s, we sell the quality materials
you’ll need for your entire project. We
also have the expertise to show you
how best to use these products.

Clean Up should be easy if you’ve spent
the time in planning and preparation.
Think of clean up as an unveiling—
of a job well done!

Enjoy the process of turning your
initial idea into a finished project, the
satisfaction of the completed job, plus
the additional free time you’ll gain by
doing the job right the first time.

MARSHALL’S GARAGE
HIGH-TECH CAPABILITIES

OLD-FASHIONED SERVICE & QUALITY

$$ SHOW YOUR AAA 
CARD AND SAVE $$

HYBRID TRAINED 
LOCAL CAR RENTAL AVAILABLE

Free loaner cars or courtesy shuttle
For an appointment: 526-6231 
or MarshallsGarage@gmail.com

We also offer motorcycle tires, 
inspections, and some repairs, too.

Across the road from 
Elkins Beach on 
Pleasant Lake

Visit our Web site at 
MarshallsGarage.com for 

discount coupons and 
car care tips


