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April 15
Condensed from draft minutes
Present: Bob Ward, Alex Bernhard, 

Charles Martin, Steve Darling, Lindy 
and Craig Heim. Also, guests Mike 
Loomis, Heather Rogers, and Harvey 
Best

Next meeting is Wednesday, May 20, 
at 7 PM at the Franklin Regional Hospi-
tal (note change from regular venue).
Treasurer’s	Report:	Steve Darling 

reported that the transfer of financial 
files from Charles to him is still being 
worked out with a software snag he ex-
pects to solve shortly. He passed out his 
report. Steve has become a full board 
member.

Correspondence: A $100 dona-
tion was received from an anonymous 
donor. 
Old	Business:	Craig handed out an 

update on his grant solicitation efforts. 
Several applications are pending and 
more will be filed in the next several 
months. An application to the Granite 
State Wheelmen was rejected.
Health	 initiatives	 update: Mike 

Loomis reported that he has planned a 
June 6 “Walk New Hampshire” event at 
9 AM sponsored by his Healthy Eating 
Active Living initiative, one of four of 
these grants approved in New Hamp-
shire. Parking will be at the Highland 
Lake Inn and the walk will head from 
there towards Franklin on the rail trail. 

Mike would like his group to help 
fund FNRT projects in the future. For 
instance, he envisions a program for 
kids that has them identifying histori-
cal points of interest on the trail via 
an FNRT trail map. Charles and Steve 
have volunteered to help. 

He would also like to facilitate re-
lations between FNRT and Franklin 
through their “Choose Franklin” effort. 
Our regular May monthly meeting, 
Choose Franklin’s May 7 meeting at 8 
AM, and a special meeting with their 
Town Council on Wednesday, May 20, 
will be arranged to assess their enthusi-
asm for working with us in the future.
TE	developments: Alex reported that 

stimulus funds will reduce the backlog of 
organizations waiting for grant money to 
be released and make more money avail-
able for which to apply down the road. 
We could apply for bridge work funding 
for the 10 bridges that need railings as a 
supplemental request. 

A CE Environmental permit has 

been filed. A dredge and fill permit has 
yet to be filed with the letter of sup-
port from the Town of Andover and the 
Andover Conservation Commission. 
The other option is to apply for another 
TE grant next year that includes bridge 
work. VHB engineers have been good 
help to us.

A Franklin TE grant process would 
start this summer, aiming to finish the 14 
miles of trail to Boscawen. Optimally, 
Franklin should take the responsibility 
of managing it. Boscawen, Merrimack 
County, or the state are other possible 
managers. It is a 50/50 decision on 
whether to go for the TE grant to fin-
ish the whole trail or do it in increments 
with RTP grants.
Technology: Steve reports that 

Heather Turner continues doing a good 
job editing our Web site. A Google Map 
link is a good idea. He recommends in-
serting parking, viewpoints, and other 
points of interest and is learning how to 
do it.
Kiosk	Project: Lindy reported that 

all permissions are in except written ap-
proval from the Trail Bureau and Dig 
Safe. Guest Harvey Best has designed 
and will build the kiosk and requested 
help, which was offered.
Lawrence	Street	Culvert: Icy con-

ditions there are treacherous. A cour-
tesy sign to warn trail users there will 
be put up.
Water	problems	on	the	trail: Alex 

reported that a spring fix will cost 
$2,000 to $3,000. We have saved mon-
ey from our 2008 RTP grant for this.
New	 London	 Inn	 Dinner	 April	

16th: 59 reservations were made to 
date. Alex will bring brochures and a 
map.
New	 Business:	 Alex showed a 

Grafton County Trail map design to see 
if we could replicate the format used 
and add more elements. Bob will work 
with it.

Ed Hiller has taken on the task of 
painting the old railroad granite mile 
markers, an approximately $2,000 
project.

Charles and Lindy will check for 
potential June 6 workday projects and 
inform the Beacon.

Heather Rogers, new to the area, has 
an extensive background in grant writ-
ing and land preservation and would 
like to help us. We are glad to have her 
on board.

Friends  of the Northern Rail Trail

Frank S. Baker III of Tucker Mountain Road was “just wondering what it 
might feel like to carry 25 pounds of antlers around.” Frank found one ant-
ler back in December. he was certain that the mate must be somewhere 
nearby, but deep snow kept it hidden until April. 
 Photo: Donna Baker-hartwell

son that was medium and dark grades 
was in contrast to last season, when 60 
% of the syrup produced was light am-
ber (also known as “fancy grade”). The 
most popular syrup grade this season 
for customers of the Co-op has been the 
Grade B. Grade B is typically charac-
terized as having quite a strong maple 
flavor and is often used in cooking.

Beyond our region, maple produc-
ers in Vermont and Quebec also had an 

excellent season. This will result in the 
wholesale price of maple syrup return-
ing to pre-2008 levels. Overall, New 
Hampshire should make approximately 
90,000 gallons of syrup this season. 

A recent article in The New York 
Times noted that there are many states 
in the US that tap less than 1% of the 
total number of maple trees available. 
Informal estimates from local produc-
ers are that the Andover area has more 
than 1% of its maple trees tapped, but 
there are always more to be added.
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