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By Judy evans 
Andover Congregational Church

Here I am, happy to be writing a mes-
sage to you representing the Andover 
Congregational Church. I haven’t done 
this for quite a while, and many people 
have expressed the fact that they miss 
the articles. It’s nice to be back in touch 
with you!

There have been many happenings at 
ACC, including the Alpha course that’s 
wrapping up soon. Some of us, includ-
ing six teenagers, recently attended the 
annual retreat that was held in Ames-
bury, Massachusetts this year. It was a 
blessing, as usual, to have people from 
many churches together sharing the 
love that God has for all of us.

Andover	Congregational	Church
Easter Sunday started with a very 

chilly morning, but a lot of sunshine 
and a large attendance at the Sunrise 
Service, breakfast, and regular morning 
worship. Susan Emerson, who retired 
this year as our choir director, pianist, 
and organist after 40 years of dedicated 
service, gave of her time and talent to 
schedule choir practices, and we got to 
share musical selections on Palm Sun-
day, Maundy Thursday, and Easter Day. 
Thank you, Sue!

It’s wonderful to see how many 
young people are involved at Andover 
Congregational. Many participate in the 
Praise Band and take part in worship. 
This involves weekly early Sunday 

land of harvest (Pastor Craig Merritt of Danbury Christian Church and his 
family) will perform at the highland lake Grange hall at 7 PM on Saturday, 
May 16. There will be a pot-luck supper at 5 PM.

By Judy Pereault 
Andover high Class of 1953

Recently I went to my daughter’s 
house and had a chance to visit with 
my grandddaughter, who is 17. She was 
making plans to attend two proms: her 
junior prom and her boyfriend’s senior 
prom. She was modeling the gowns she 
was going to wear. Of course the same 
gown couldn’t be worn to both proms!

I got to thinking about the Andover 
High School proms. We did have them, 
and they were very well attended. 

I remember the excitement of the 
weeks before, and who was going with 
whom … hoping that one special per-
son would ask you. Should you go with 
the first one who asked, or wait? What 
if no one invited you? In those days girls 
didn’t invite the boys, unless you were 
inviting someone from another school 
or someone that was out of school. 

The couples had it made; they knew 
who they were going with. Then there 
was the dreaded blind date. It could go 
either way.

What about the dress? Should you 
buy one just in case, or should you wait 
and then not find one that you like? 
Borrowing dresses was also an option. 

Andover High Alumni
There wasn’t a lot of money available 
back in the ‘40s and ‘50s.

The boys didn’t have it so easy, ei-
ther. They had to get a corsage and line 
up a car and a suit. I don’t remember 
tuxes and limos. It was suits and the old 
Chevy or Ford.

Then the gym (the old Town Hall, 
which is now Proclaim) had to be dec-
orated. As I recall, each prom had a 
theme.

The dancing was fun. Waltzes, fox 
trots, and as I remember polkas were 
popular. We actually danced together. 
The high point of the evening was the 
grand march.

I was hoping to find a dance pro-
gram in the memorabilia that I have, 
but no luck. There are prom pictures in 
the old yearbooks, and a Winter Carni-
val program.  I couldn’t remember if we 
elected a King and Queen, or if that was 
at the Winter Carnival.

That is your assignment, alumni, 
if you choose to accept it. If you have 
prom memorabilia, bring it to the re-
union on July 11 at the Ordway Rec-
reational Area in Danbury and we will 
share some old memories. This article 
will not self-destruct after you read it.

The Andover Service Club and Immaculate Conception Church each held 
their annual spring rummage sale on April 18. Above, Betty Dickerman 
and lois Magenau chat while Irene Jewett arranges some of the baked 
goods for sale. Below, Bill Bates tends to the portion of the Immaculate 
Conception sale that spilled out of the church basement and into the park-
ing lot. Staff photo: Charlie Darling

See Church on page 27

ANDOVER  
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

On the hill, beside the road in East Andover

All members, ministers 
John J. Wagner, Pastor 

735-5160
Sunday morning worship at 9:30 AM,  

followed by fellowship and refreshments.  
Childcare provided.

Plant	&	Bake	Sale  
on Saturday, May 9, from 9 AM to 1 PM at the Grange Hall

Come as you are! All are welcome!


