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Around the World 
with the Beacon

(Left) Renee Ratte, her daughter Hannah Frantz, and the Beacon say 
¡Hola! from Segovia, Spain and the magnifi cent El Alcazar. Renee and 
her husband Tom Frantz visited Hannah in Spain, where she is one of 10 
Proctor students studying there for two months. Photo: Tom Frantz

(Right) Florence Gove took her copy of the Beacon to read on the bus 
trip to the Tulip Festival in Ottawa, Canada. Photo: Beryl Sanborn

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

I’m very pleased with the slow 
but steady increase in volunteer help 
the community brings to the Beacon 
every month. In fact, the size of our 
little two-person offi ce in the back of 
the t-shirt shop on Main Street has 
become more and more of a limiting 
factor of late. Offering our volunteers 
a convenient, effi cient experience 
when they want to help is a challenge 
when there’s only one chair they all 
have to share!

In an effort to improve the situation, 
I presented several alternatives to the 
Beacon’s board of directors last month. 
Based on their feedback, I’ve pursued 
discussions with Town Administrator 
Dana Hadley and the Andover Board 
of Selectmen about the possibility of 
the Beacon renting a little-used stor-
age room in the lower level of the Town 
Hall. As this issue goes to press, it looks 
as though things will work out (see the 
Selectmen’s minutes on page 11) and 
that room will become a new offi ce for 
the Beacon this summer.

The new offi ce measures about 15' 
by 16', giving us almost three times the 
space we have at the t-shirt shop. I hope 
to fi t it out so four to six people can work 
in there comfortably, and that will be a 
huge step forward for the Beacon!

In offering space in the Town Hall 
to the Beacon, the Selectmen acknowl-
edged the Beacon’s non-profi t status and 
the fact that the Beacon is an important 
community project that provides a ser-
vice to everyone in town. To avoid any 
fi nancial impact to taxpayers, however, 
the Selectmen have offered the Beacon 
a month-to-month lease at $150 per 

Plans Are In Motion For Plans Are In Motion For 
A Larger A Larger Beacon Beacon OfficeOffice

month plus $50 per month toward heat 
and lights, etc.

If all goes as planned, the Bea-
con’s new offi ce will be downstairs at 
the Town Hall, behind the fi rst door 
on the left at the bottom of the stairs. 
The Andover Food Pantry occupies the 
open space at the bottom of the stairs, 
and the Town’s public meeting room 
is to the right. Straight ahead, on the 
wall opposite the stairs, are the doors 
to Andover’s community access cable 
TV station, Comcast Channel 8. Up-
stairs are the Town Clerk and the Town 
Offi ce, so the Beacon will be close to 
much of “the action.”

Offering more convenient working 
conditions to our growing volunteer 
corps is a vital step in ensuring that the 
Beacon can publish for many years to 
come. And I hope that making it more 
convenient for more people to help with 
the Beacon will allow us to do a bet-
ter and better job of bringing you news 
of Andover people, places, and events 
throughout the year.

But that’s all that’s changing. Even 
if the Beacon “lives” in the basement 
of the Town Hall, it’s still a community 
project run by Community Publishing 
of Andover, Inc., a New Hampshire 
non-profi t corporation. It is still sup-
ported entirely by advertising and by 
voluntary donations from the commu-
nity. (Neither one of the two is enough 
by itself to keep the Beacon solvent.) 
And it will still focus on clear, objec-
tive coverage of issues that come up 
around town.

Hopefully in the July issue I’ll be 
able to set a date for an open house to 
welcome everyone (a few at a time!) to 
our new offi ce. Stay tuned!

Beacon volunteer Paul Fenton is just about done unloading the May is-
sue after picking it up from the printing plant in North Haverhill. The press 
run of 2,000 copies pretty much fi lls his pickup’s bed. Paul is treading fa-
miliar ground here, as he published the Beacon from ’91 through ’03.

When Scott Robart isn’t in Alaska, he often makes the run to North Hav-
erhill on “Beacon day” instead of Paul. Scott and Paul are two more of the 
many volunteers who help get the Beacon to you throughout the year.
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