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By Judy Perreault
AHS class of 1953

At the last reunion, Shirley Thisell 
Paquette ‘60 brought some interesting 
memorabilia. It was a Baccalaureate 
program (featuring Lee Locke as or-
ganist) and a booklet of pictures from 
the 1960 graduation, carnival ball, 
commencement ball, sports banquet, 
and class day. Included was a little card 
that came with her class gift. 

If you recall, class gifts were small 
mementos that had personal signifi -
cance, each accompanied by a poem. 
Shirley’s was:

To Shirley Thisell we give this pick,
A singer to be and a real cute chick,
On her guitar she will pick and 

play,
Many a song throughout the day. 
I thought it would be fun to look 

through the old year books for some 
more of these poetic gems.

1949
To Skip (Henry Powers) we give this 

pair of shoes,
For next year, who knows,
He’ll go hunting again in his bare 

feet
To fetch him a supply of deer meat.
(I’m sure there is a good story behind 

this. Care to enlighten us, Skip?)
1954
To Shirley Henderson (Currier) who 
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is Hesser bound,

We give this car to drive around,
It would never do for Shirl to be 

late
For morning classes or that “special 

date”
1957
To Lily Wolfenden (Ordway) we give 

these heels
Because we know how she feels
About her size since she is so small.
Don’t feel bad Lily, these will make 

you tall.
There are more where these came 

from, although some classes opted not 
to do them. I imagine whoever was re-
sponsible for these “limericks” spent 
long hours trying to come up with a gift 
and poem for each graduate.
Reunion Reminder

This year’s all-class reunion will be 
on Saturday, July 11, at 10 AM at the 
Ordway Recreational Area off Route 4 
in South Danbury. Watch for the blue 
and white balloons. 

We just found out we can’t use the 
high school in the event of rain, as they 
are putting in a new gym fl oor. Instead, 
we’ll use the Highland Lake Grange 
Hall in East Andover if the weather 
doesn’t cooperate.

Bring a chair, beverage, potluck 
dish, and memorabilia. Any questions, 
call Judy Perreault at 735-5493.

By Judy Perreault
NHCHF

We were off to Bristol for this month’s 
meeting, looking forward to a variety of 
tasty sandwiches. Diet is not a word in 
our vocabulary on the third Monday of 
the month. Good thing, too, as Irene 
McKinley and Natalie Lively, our host-
esses and leaders, served three desserts. 
Each thought the other was baking. No 
one complained as we feasted on lemon 
squares, chocolate mousse, and cake.

Our topic was First Ladies of the Unit-
ed States. Martha Washington was the 
fi rst one, and it was not a position to her 
taste. She complained that as President’s 
wife she felt like she was in prison. 

There was no job description, so 
Martha began defi ning the First Lady’s 
duties. Each Lady that followed used her 
talents to improve or alter the position. 
Remarkably complete records were kept 
by the First Ladies, and their stories give 
a wonderful view of their lives as well as 
the lives of women in general.

Dolly Madison saved the famous 
picture of George Washington when 
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the White House burned. Mary Todd 
Lincoln added beautiful furniture to 
the residence. Caroline Harrison estab-
lished a collection of china. Jacqueline 
Kennedy devoted time to making the 
White House a family home as well as 
a museum of American history and art.

Each First Lady had her own special 
way of entertaining and helping the Pres-
ident. They often set the fashion of the 
times. Remember Jackie’s “pillbox hat”?

There have been 44 First Ladies. Six 
wives died before their husband took offi ce.

We had fl ash card pictures of the 
First Ladies. The group did pretty well 
identifying the most recent, but the ear-
lier ones were a puzzle.

Our next meeting is “Go Bananas.” I 
hope there is a banana split in store. This 
will be our last meeting until September. 

There is a state summer trip to New 
London on Tuesday, August 4. We plan 
to visit the Icehouse Museum in the 
morning, visit local shops, have lunch, 
and then have a guided tour of the His-
torical Village in the afternoon. For 
more information call 735-5493.

Another project the community tackled during Andover Town Clean-
Up Week was the bathhouse at the town beach. The Andover Lions 
supplied the labor to put a fresh coat of paint on the walls and update 
the roof with new transparent fi berglass roofi ng, making it much 
brighter inside. (The old transparent roofi ng had darkened with age.) 

The Highland Lake Protective Association supplied the materials for 
the project, and the Road Agent’s crew removed hazardous limbs and 
trees around the bathhouse and in the picnic area. 

In this photo, Jack Braley (l) and Tim Frost cut roof panels to length.
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Food and Necessities for People in Need
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We need your donations of non-perishable foods 
and other home necessities.

The food pantry is located downstairs  at the Andover Town 
Hall and is open whenever the Town Hall is open. 

It’s self-service, no questions asked. Take what you need 
or drop off  what you can.

If you know someone in need, tell them about the pantry. 
If they are not comfortable going to the pantry themselves, 
for whatever reason, let a Lion or Beacon volunteer know – 

WE DELIVER!

Hand Made! • Solid Wood!
• FURNITURE •

Always Below Cost!
Gimpy’s 

Workshop
252 Switch Road, Andover

“Mike’s Hobby Means Savings To You”

We know you’ve been meaning 
to support the Beacon, but you just 

haven’t quite gotten... 

Well, now you’ve got one!

PLEASE SEND A CHECK TODAY!


