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By Alexis King and Shari Lemeris
AE/MS Eighth Grader and Teacher

May 6 was Tolerance Day at AE/
MS. This day was planned and orga-
nized by eighth grade students in the 
fourth period reading class in conjunc-
tion with their reading about the Civil 
Rights Movement and the Holocaust. 
The purpose of the day was to promote 
the idea of tolerance. 

All of the students in the class brain-
stormed ideas for creating activities and 
posters to inform students about discrim-
ination and tolerance and to promote Tol-
erance Day. They also made up slogans 
to use on the posters that would promote 
the message. Some of these slogans were 
“Take a Bite Out of Discrimination,” 
“Save Judging for the Courts,” and “Sort 
Laundry, Not People.” These posters are 
still on display around the school.

Kristi Perreault, Ben Cox, and Alex-
is King were the writers of the project. 
They teamed up to write the public ser-
vice announcements which they read to 
the entire school to explain the purpose 
of Tolerance Day.

“Today is Tolerance Day. Have you 
ever been made fun of because of the 
way you dress, look, or act? Remember 
that saying ‘Treat others the way you 
want to be treated’? It may be old, but 
it’s still true. 

“If someone calls you geeky, are you 
still going to respect them despite the 
comment, or will you treat them dif-
ferently? If you’re mean to others, why 
should they respect you if you don’t 
respect them? And what about people 
who stand by and say nothing or who 
do nothing? We’ve all done this. 

“Tolerance Day is all about respect-
ing everyone everywhere. Make a fresh 

start today and practice tolerance of 
others by being respectful.”

In addition to the announcements, 
they typed and copied directions for a 
team-building activity and handed them 
out to classroom teachers. The game, 
known as the Hand Game, was to pro-
mote working together, regardless of the 
differences between people. The activity 
could be done any time during the day. 
Alexis also volunteered to help lead Mr. 
Jensen’s second grade class in the game 
after giving them a brief explanation of 
discrimination and tolerance.

With minimal direction from guid-
ance counselor Mrs. Schultz, Mariah 
Lansdown-Howard, Stephanie Croteau, 
and Madison Powers organized a Mix-
It-Up lunch period for grades 5 through 
8. The students were seated at tables 
next to people with whom they do not 
usually sit and were given fun questions 
they could use as conversation starters. 
Madison reported, “The fi fth and sixth 
grades liked the idea of the Mix-It-Up 
lunch and used the questions.”

Meaghan Reid took on the job of 
teacher in a combined fourth grade 
class. Together they read the poem, Like 
Me by Emily Kingsley and discussed 
the idea behind it. The presentation also 
included why some people are the tar-
get of discrimination. 

To conclude the lesson, Meaghan 
had the students make bookmarks that 
promoted tolerance and non-discrimi-
nation of others. The presentation went 
very well, with the fourth graders being 
very polite toward their eighth grade 
visiting teacher.

The day was well received by stu-
dents and staff, and hopefully it will 
become an annual event.

AE/MS Students Plan And 
Present Tolerance Day

By Holly Gagne
AE/MS Teacher

This school year, AE/MS had many 
students participate in Knitting Club. 
Students from grades one through four 
met once a week to work on a variety of 
projects. Both boys and girls from be-
ginners to intermediate were busy mak-
ing selected items such as belts, scarves, 
doll blankets, purses, and dishcloths. 

Students learned to knit on straight 
and circular needles and even had a 
guest instructor teach them how to knit 

The AE/MS Knitting Club (l-r): Scout Armstrong, Matthew Reynolds, Megan 
Kelley, Mrs. Gagne, Alisha Smart, David Reynolds, and Emily Lance
  Photo: Gretchen Hildebrand

using a circular loom.
Knitting Club provides a creative 

venue to work on fi ne motor skills while 
making new friends and sharing com-
mon interests. This club is open to town 
residents. Please come and join us every 
week or when the mood suits you.  If 
interested, contact Holly Gagne at the 
elementary school.

AE/MS Knitting Club
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