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ous workshops. The day ended with 
students walking slowly past the color-
ful displays. Students admired the cre-
ations and already are planning ahead 
as to what they would like for a work-
shop the following year.

A popular fi rst-time workshop this year 
was Sushi. There were no samples on dis-
play, however, as Michael Jensen admit-
ted that it was so good they ate it all. 

Another workshop with nothing to 
show for it at the end was Fly Fishing. 
Jay Hubbard did regale us with tales of 
the big fi sh that “got away,” though. Stu-
dents had the opportunity to learn fl y ty-
ing and had the great advantage of learn-
ing from the professionals – John Cotton, 
Jon Lockwood, and Jay Hubbard. 

Always a favorite choice is tie dye-
ing. There were three sessions of tie 
dyeing this year. Students even learned 
the art of reverse tie dye. 

Cake Decorating continues to be a 
favorite. Cakes are displayed at the end 
of the day, but I am not sure how many 
actually make it home. 

Two nature workshops that have 
been offered for many years are Back-
yard Exploration offered by Paul Fenton 
and Tracking – Skin, Skulls, and Skat 
offered by David Pilla. Both remain 
popular choices, and students return 
with excitement and enthusiasm and 
new knowledge regarding New Hamp-
shire’s plant and animal life. 

Wally Scott and Howard George con-
tinue to take two foursomes for a quick-
paced morning of golf at Mojalaki. They 
return from the links with boasts of lon-
gest ball and golf cart stories. 

SHARE  from page 48 A catered lunch for the volunteers 
has been prepared as a workshop for 
the last few years under the direction 
of Laura Powers. Elegant cuisine is of-
fered for the volunteers. The volunteers 
dine together and have a chance to visit 
with each other.

One of the main reasons that SHARE 
Day continues to be such a special event 
is that it truly is a grassroots commu-
nity effort. All of the activities, crafts, 
and lessons come directly from within 
our community. 

Andover is fortunate to have so 
many talented and generous volun-
teers. Andover is also fortunate to have 
Gisela Darling to pull all the talent and 
energy together into one fantastic day 
every May.

Plans are already started for next 
year. New volunteers are always wel-
come! Put the date on your calendar – 
May 10, 2010.

Eighth grade graduation is Thurs-
day, June 18, at 6:30 PM. All are wel-
come to come and send off the 29 
graduates. In the fall, 22 will attend 
Merrimack Valley High School, fi ve 
will attend Proctor Academy, one will 
go to Tilton School, and one student is 
moving.

We are recycling more than ever! 
We can now recycle Capri Sun drink 
pouches, Lays potato chip bags, and 
energy bar wrappers with the foil lin-
ing. Not only can these be recycled, 
but our school receives two cents per 
wrapper, pouch, or bag sent in. This 
initiative has come out of an envi-
ronmentally-minded group of third, 
fourth, and fi fth grade students. Col-
lection containers will be throughout 
the school building.

The last day of school is June 22. 
There will be fi eld day activities, a 
scrumptious BBQ, and refl ection time 
in the classroom as students end the 
school year.

Although the summer offi cially be-
gins for students on June 22, there is 
still much to be done by staff members. 
The last several years we have had a 
strong literacy focus at AE/MS. Al-
though we will continue to place great 
emphasis on literacy, we will also be 
spending more time on school-wide 
math initiatives. This summer many 
classroom teachers will continue the 
work started during the school year on 
curriculum mapping. We will also be 
adopting/adapting a word study pro-
gram with training and implementa-
tion scheduled for August.

News  from page 48 Susan Avis, Amanda Lauster, Mi-
chelle Keezer, Lynne Tiede, and I vis-
ited Towle School in Newport, New 
Hampshire, recently because they 
have had great success with student 
learning. We wanted to talk with their 
administrators, teachers, and students 
and spend some time observing. Lynn 
Baker, who is a special educator at 
Towle School, arranged and hosted our 
visit. We spent the day and were quite 
excited about some of the initiatives 
they have put in place that have shown 
to be successful in improving student 
learning. 

Towle School educators have im-
plemented a Response To Intervention 
(RTI) process school-wide that has 
been very successful. RTI is a meth-
od of academic intervention designed 
to provide early, effective assistance 
to children who are having diffi culty 
learning. RTI seeks to prevent aca-
demic failure through early interven-
tion, frequent progress measurement, 
and increasingly intensive research-
based instructional interventions. The 
Towle School has RTI literacy and 
math blocks in their schedule. Julie 
Gaudette and a couple of classroom 
teachers will also visit Towle School 
before this school year ends.

Thank you to all who shared their 
appreciation with AE/MS staff mem-
bers during Teacher/Staff Apprecia-
tion Week in the beginning of May. It 
was a wonderful week at school with 
tokens of appreciation arriving daily, 
although we are fortunate to live in a 
community that shows its support and 
appreciation for our staff and school 
365 days a year. Thank you!

THANK YOU 
CHIEF LANDRY
AEMS is appreciative 
to Andover Fire Chief 
John Landry for his 

responsiveness, dedication 
and high level of professional 
service offered to our school 

community over the years. 
          

      Good Luck John!
 

 


