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Copies of Paul Fenton Jr.’s Halfway 
Up the Hill are still available. The book 
is based on a series of articles written 
for The Andover Beacon from July 1991 
through June 2003 in which he remi-
nisces about grow-
ing up in Andover.

Here is an excerpt 
from the section on 
mowing lawns:

“We decided 
one summer day 
we could do the 
job more easily 
if we hooked our 
pony up to the lawn 
mower and let him 
provide the power 
to pull the lawn 
mower through the 
tall grass. Thus we 
would have a pony 
power lawn mower. 
Dennis would lead the pony and I would 
steer the lawn mower. Perfect plan! 

“However, as we implemented the 
plan some fl aws showed up. We had 
gathered up some ropes, and I secured it 
to the rod that ran across the front of the 
lawn mower. We didn’t have a harness 
for the pony, so we ran the rope around 
the chest and up over the neck and tied 
it in a secure knot…. 

“Once everything was in place we 
started off. Almost at once the rope slid 
sideways on the bar on the lawn mower, 
and the mower tended to go in a circle 
in the opposite direction the pony was 

walking. The pony 
wanted to circle to 
the right, while the 
lawn mower had a 
mind of its own and 
wanted to circle to 
the left or just plain 
drag sideways.

“In any event, 
the reel was not 
turning, the lawn 
was not getting 
mowed, while all 
three of us were 
getting a great deal 
of exercise.

“Dennis says it 
was probably one 

of the fi rst power lawn mowers in the 
Town of Andover. Thank goodness the 
ones we have today are much more ef-
fi cient.”

Half Way Up The Hill can be pur-
chased for $15 from the Andover His-
torical Society, the Salisbury Historical 
Society, or by calling Paul at 735-5754. 
He lives halfway up Beech Hill at 125 
Beech Hill Road here in Andover 
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A New Excerpt From
Halfway Up The Hill 

The following is an excerpt from the Andover Historical Society’s book 
of newspaper columns by Ralph Chaffee entitled Elder Moody’s Hat and 
Other Stories of Andover, available at the Potter Place museum or on the 
Village Green on the Fourth of July.

THE CASE OF SUCKER BROOK
May 2, 1963

BACK IN 1904 Doctor Edward C. Durgin practiced at East Andover, liv-
ing in his parents’ home on the Chase Hill Road farm now owned by 

Miss Anna Roberts. In his spare moments Doctor Durgin loved to fi sh. One 
day he was arrested by one Warden H. E. Colby of Franklin while fi shing in 
the brook which runs out of Highland Lake. He was hauled into court before 
Judge Towne, charged with illegally taking fi sh from a posted stream.

It seems that a group of sportsmen at Franklin had been instrumen-
tal in having the Fish and Game Commission close what was known as 
“Sucker Brook” to all fi shing as protection for the procreation of salmon 
in Webster Lake. This posting was unpopular with East Andover folks.

Doctor Durgin, while readily admitting to fi shing in the brook, pleaded 
innocent to the charge and employed a capable local lawyer, George W. 

Stone, to defend him. In what at fi rst 
looked like an open and shut case of 
guilt, the doctor was indeed found in-
nocent, in spite of the fact that two 
members of the Fish and Game Com-
mission were present to press charges. 

It was shown in court that “Sucker 
Brook,” as such, extended only from 
Webster Lake to the foot of the Aiken 
sawmill dam near to Tucker Mountain 
Road. Above that point it was “Mill 
Brook,” and was so called in real es-
tate deeds to every piece of property 
between the Aiken mill and Highland 
Lake; furthermore there had been no 
notices posted in this section of the 
brook, and those below the mill dam 

had no legal application to “Mill Brook.” The large delegation of East 
Andover people who attended the hearing were delighted by the outcome.

The Commission then and there decided that no further posting of the 
upper portion of the brook was necessary to protect the salmon. In so far 
as we know, Doctor Durgin continued to fi sh in “Mill Brook” until he was 
commissioned Captain in the Medical Corps during World War I. Eventu-
ally he was sent to Siberia, not in the usual meaning of the phrase, but as 
Chief of the Medical Service in the Evacuation Hospital at Vladivostok.
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Elder 
Moody’s 

Hat 
and other 

stories of Andover

A collection of newspaper articles 
about Andover history by

Ralph G. Chaffee

ENJOY LUXURY IN EAST ANDOVER!
Linens and Towels by Mascioni from Italy

Amenities by Molton Brown from England
… and many more products used by luxury hotels 

worldwide. Each room has its own full bathroom, fl at 
screen cable TV, and Wi-Fi access.

Now offering  Bicycle Rental on premises
provided by  Outspokin Bicycle & Sport.

Please call  735-6426 for reservations.
The Highland Lake Inn, 

a neighborhood landmark since 1767.

COME IN AND VISIT US!
735-6426 • HighlandLakeInn.com

IN STOCK NOW, AND GOING FAST!IN STOCK NOW, AND GOING FAST!
Pick your piece and your color from our NEW

PAINTED PRIMITIVE PINE!
Visit our showroom & gift shop for lots of 

great bargains and special items.

Country Pine Furniture &
TownLine Outdoor Furniture

Route 11 &   735-5778
Pancake Road, Andover  Open 7 Days

Gift 
Certifi cates 

Available
Give a gift of good taste.

735-5099
Serving Breakfast & Lunch
Wednesday thru Sunday

5 am to 3 pm


