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By John Wagner
Pastor, Andover Congregational Church

I’d like to reintroduce ourselves at the 
Andover Congregational Church to our 
friends and neighbors of the Andover 
community. 

First, beginning with our name: A 
number of years ago we changed our 
name from the East Andover Congre-
gational Church to Andover Congrega-
tional Church. This was in recognition 
that Andover as a town is one commu-
nity, and the Congregational church in 
town was historically the community 
church for all Christians of Andover.

The term “congregational” is a way 
of saying that everyone in the congrega-
tion participates in the life and mission 
of the church. The use of the term “con-
gregational” by churches has a long his-
tory, especially in New England. Our 
worship services continue to follow the 
traditional congregational/protestant 
structure or format in worship, while 
at the same time incorporating lively 
contemporary praise singing during the 
service in addition to the older familiar 
hymns of the faith.

Originally, organs were banned in 
congregational churches, preferring in-
stead stringed instruments. But that was 
a long time ago. Organ accompaniment 
has since become standard, and we 
have now come full circle. We have an 
organ which we still love to hear, but we 
also enjoy the regular accompaniment 
of a Sunday morning worship band 
composed of a keyboard and variety of 
stringed and other instruments.

Our Holy Communion service fol-
lows the Eucharistic tradition shared in 
common by a number of Christian tra-
ditions, and our fellowship afterwards 
is warm and usually animated. People 
who want to respond to the message in 
a personal way or who desire healing or 
prayer for any other concern may come 
forward after the service for prayer with 
trained prayer counselors.

Although we draw many of our wor-
shippers and members from outside of 

Andover Congregational Church

Andover, who are also precious mem-
bers of our church family, we honor the 
old New England way in which we con-
sider the whole town of Andover to be 
our primary parish. And it is our con-
viction that all Christians in our parish 
have a very welcome place here among 
us, each bringing their own spiritual 
gifts, so that together we may better ac-
complish our mission to know Christ, 
to make Him known, and to serve as 
His presence in the community.

We do not teach sectarian doctrines 
or insist that everyone conform to cer-
tain teachings. But we do hold fi rmly to 
the Holy Scriptures and the “faith once 
and for all delivered to God’s people.” 
In other words, we hold to the teachings 
of evangelical and catholic churches in 
all the areas where they are in essential 
agreement. For example, Jesus Christ 
(his life, atoning death, and resurrection 
as Savior and Lord for the whole world) 
is a non-negotiable bottom-line for a 
Christian church, and so he is for us.

If any of this sounds intriguing or in-
teresting to you, come and visit us. We 
gather for Sunday worship every week 
at 9:30 AM. Child-care arrangements 
are available, and Sunday School is of-
fered at the same time. Call 735-5160 
for information about small groups, 
Bible studies, and other opportunities 
during the week.

By Lois Magenau
Andover Service Club

The Andover Service Club has just 
completed its scholarship program for 
the 2009-2010 academic year, and we 
are pleased to announce that $10,500 
was given out to 12 very deserving 
students. The recipients are listed be-
low. To be considered for a scholarship, 
the applicants must have a close tie to 
the town of Andover and are chosen 
based on their academic performance, 
character attributes, and community 
involvement.

Diane Rice, my co-chair, and I would 
like to thank all of those who applied for 
a scholarship and also the Andover Ser-
vice Club members who worked with 
us for their help. We would also like to 
thank all of those community members 
who support our Club’s projects. That’s 
what makes our scholarship program 
possible!

The Andover Service Club wishes 
our recipients the best of luck in their 
academic endeavors.
Andover Service Club Scholarships

Judith Ann Casey
Nathan Clasby

Service Club And Lions 
Award 2009 Scholarships

Ian Patrick Coll
Megan Coll
Andrew William Donaldson
Tyler Wells Fenton
Abigail Franklin
Kaitlen Haley
Abigail Lance
Taylor Miller
Kellie J. St. Jacques
Jacob M. Wagner

Andover Lions Club Scholarships
The Andover Lions Club wishes the 

2009 winners of its college scholarships 
best wishes for their future success. The 
winners are:

Jessica Gealy, who graduated from 
Newfound Regional High School 
and won the Stephen Jewett Memo-
rial Scholarship of $500.

John Bridgmon, who graduated from 
Merrimack Valley High School and 
won the John Thompson Memorial 
Scholarship of $500.

Katelin Haley, who graduated from 
Merrimack Valley High School 
and won the Andover Lions Club 
Vocational-Technical Scholarship 
of $500.

By Judy Perreault
NHCHF

Our last regular meeting until Sep-
tember was held at the lake home of Pat 
Baker.

Nine ladies partook of some creative 
sandwiches. Each of us brought a wrap, 
roll, or sandwich which was divided 
and shared. I always feel so ladylike 
eating those dainty little pieces. Chips, 
pickles, and drinks completed the fi rst 
part of the menu.

Our program leader, Shirley Currier, 
presented “Go Bananas.” We started off 
with a quiz which proved how much we 
didn’t know about bananas. Then Shir-
ley proceeded to enlighten us. 

I didn’t know you could make fab-
ric and paper out of banana fi bers. The 
banana plant is classed as an herb. 
Pretty big herb! There was a fancy 
name for the plant that meant the fruit 
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grew upside down.

We all knew bananas were healthy, 
but it turns out that they are good for 
many physical problems, such as ane-
mia, depression, heartburn, hangovers, 
morning sickness, ulcers, PMS, strokes, 
and the list goes on. As a cure for warts, 
place a piece of banana skin, yellow 
side out, on the wart. Hold in place with 
tape. You can also use banana skins to 
polish your shoes. Amazing!

I think the best use was when it came 
to dessert and we had banana splits with 
several different types of ice cream, 
toppings, nuts, whipped cream, and a 
cherry. Who could ask for more?

We planned a July trip to Tarbin Gar-
dens in Franklin, where we will tour the 
gardens in the morning and enjoy an 
English tea in the afternoon.

Call 735-5493 if you would like to 
join or for more information. The Ladies Aid Society of Wilmot 

is busily preparing for a summer of 
fundraising projects. Our main ef-
fort is the raffl e of a beautiful queen/
king-sized Triple Irish Chain quilt with 
matching shams, all hand-quilted by 
members of the Society. 

Although this gorgeous quilt is con-
sidered multi-colored, the dominant 
color is plum. Raffl e tickets sell for $1 
each or six for $5. Watch for the quilt 
to be on display and tickets to be sold at 
the following locations, ending with a 
lucky winner in October 2009. 

On Saturday, July 4, the quilt will 
be on display at the Andover Fourth of 
July Celebration on the Village Green. 
On Saturday, July 25, you can see it  at 
Children’s Day at the Wilmot Farmer’s 
Market in Wilmot Flat from 8 AM to 1 
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PM. Special that day are visits by farm 
animals and the Wilmot fi re truck. 

On Sunday, August 5, the quilt will 
be featured at the Andover Histori-
cal Society’s Old Time Fair in Potter 
Place. The quilt will appear again at 
the Wilmot Farmer’s Market on the last 
Saturday of the season, September 26.

In addition to the quilt raffl e, mem-
bers of the Society offer baked goods 
and specialty craft items they have 
made. All fundraising efforts go to-
wards the Society’s Merit Awards Pro-
gram, helping Wilmot college-bound 
seniors and college attendees as well 
as local organizations like the Wilmot 
Community Association and its beach 
program. 

For more information, call Lindy at 
526-6376.

ANDOVER 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

On the hill, beside the road in East Andover

All members, ministers
John J. Wagner, Pastor

735-5160
Sunday morning worship at 9:30 AM, 

followed by fellowship and refreshments. 
Childcare provided.

Plant & Bake Sale 
on Saturday, May 9, from 9 AM to 1 PM at the Grange Hall

Come as you are! All are welcome!Come as you are! All are welcome!


