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the beauty she saw in the Watts Towers in 
East Los Angeles. “It’s a different world. 
Anyone can appreciate a Rubens, but it 
takes a different eye to appreciate the 
beauty of what looks to others like trash. 
It’s being able to see – with the spiritual 
eyes as well as the physical eyes.”

Using ducting, an old typewriter, 
spoons, bird houses, wheel rims, bottles, 
boilers, car parts, and a myriad of glass 
objects, she has combined objects into 
contemplative spaces, political state-
ments, provocative assertions, sitting 
areas, gardens, shrines, and cemeteries. 
It doesn’t matter what you call them, 
they’re her vision of meanings and 
memories. “It’s dealing with shapes, 
forms, line, and colors. That’s what art 
is,” she states. “In a sense, this is an eco-
nomic statement” that says recycling 
can salvage value in discarded things. 
Some of the themes in the Garden are 
basic subjects like religion, death, men, 
women, lawyers, politics, and money.

She didn’t start out with a grand and 
singular vision of her garden; it has ac-
crued over the years from moments and 
people in her life, with a glue gun, paint, 
and cement. Empty chairs painted with 

Carmelita  from page 31 individuals’ names under a tree recall 
friends and relationships. Many plants 
were given to her by creative friends 
and remind her of them.

She loves Found Gardens, like the 
one created by “Grandma Prisbee”, 
who moved in a trailer to Simi Valley, 
California, with her eight children. She 
created a garden with stuff she found 
and said, “Anybody can do something 
with a million dollars. I did something 
with nothing, and look at the fun I’ve 
had.” Carmelita smiles at that.

Her intentions are not commercial. 
“My art is for my enjoyment. I never 
want to please anyone else in my art.” 
Nonetheless, the way she has arranged 
and ordered does please the visitor who 
walks through her Garden of Revela-
tion. Nothing is accidental except for 
where Mother Nature has taken over 
and made things grow, like milkweed. 
Carmelita is philosophical and lets na-
ture lead her.

Next, she is contemplating a grotto 
of shells.

This garden reveals the life and person-
al expression of a woman thinking about a 
wide array of life’s issues and challenges; 
it’s a walk through her life. As she says, 
“Right now this is my pleasure.”

By Janet Moore
Guest, Democratic State Convention

“The Majority Party.” That’s what 
the banner across the stage read when 
I arrived at the 2009 Democratic State 
Convention on Saturday, June 6, in 
the gym at Southern New Hampshire 
University. After I grabbed my bag of 
goodies, my senses were immediately 
assaulted by a slide show and song de-
picting the glorious history of the Dem-
ocratic Party in New Hampshire. 

For this fi rst-time convention at-
tendee, the music and crowd stirred me 
into action, and I circumnavigated the 
room, buying pins, signing Sierra Club 
petitions, picking up candidate litera-
ture, and nabbing a muffi n before there 
were no more. The second congressio-
nal district is up for grabs in 2010, so 
I shook Dejoie’s hand and chatted with 
Ann McLane Kuster before I found my 
seat in the third row. 

No, wait, that’s Coos County, and 
there’s Grafton and Cheshire; oh, 
Merrimack is on the other side.

“Signed, sealed, delivered, I’m yours 
….” As the audio-visual assault ended 
with Obama’s inauguration speech, the 
crowd settled, ceremonies opened, and 
Governor Lynch captured our attention. 

Amid much poster waving and 
cheering, he recounted accomplish-
ments, which included a minimum 
wage hike, continued health benefi ts for 
adult children up to 26, and the appoint-
ments of three women to top posts: the 
state supreme court, NEA New Hamp-
shire, and the Public Utilities Commis-
sion. And oh yes, the marriage equality 
bill was signed into law on June 3!

House Speaker Terry Norelli then 
whipped the crowd into a frenzy by 
describing “just a typical day in the 
New Hampshire House.” Of course, 
she showcased June 3 again, and more 
cheering and waving and standing ova-
tions ensued because unemployment 
funding, accountability legislation for 
an adequate education, and advance 
lay-off notices also did well that day. 

Before the other side stood up, that is, 
Senate President Sylvia Larsen, AFL-
CIO New Hampshire president Mark 
McKenzie forcefully reminded us that, 
“We are the change we have been wait-
ing for.” We pulled out our placards and 
waved them again as President Larsen 
spread more good news over the assem-
bly: increased funding for state troop-
ers and Meals on Wheels, constructive 
work on the kindergarten to college 
initiative, and a big thank you to the fi -
nance committee for their budget work, 
as she reaffi rmed their commitment to 
the state with the words, “We’re here 
with you and we’re in deep.”

Phew, so much happening, and I 
could barely get a breath in edgewise as 
state party chair Raymond Buckley let us 
know in no uncertain terms just what the 
other party has to offer: “No’s!” I found 
myself caught up in his rhetoric and went 
along for the ride, surfacing only after he 
introduced Congressman Paul Hodes. 

Oops, if you sense my energy fl ag-
ging, you’re correct. I was a guest, after 
all, not a delegate, in for the experience, 
the enjoyment, the education in politics, 
and the warmth and joy in knowing that 
I was on the right side and the right side 
was winning.

Impressions From The 
Democratic State Convention
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