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By Paul Hubert
AE/MS Music Director

Friday, April 22, onstage at the AE/
MS gym. The lights were bright, and 
the time was right, just right, for the 
Andover Idol judges to select Andover’s 
2009 Idol.

The usual suspects were there: 
Lucy Luau with her Hawaiian decor 
(Ms. Connor), JR (the inimitable Mr. 
Quintal), Paula Silverstone (aka Mr. 
Silverstein), and this year joined by the 
so-hard-to-please B Rex (Mr. Adams). 
Also on hand with her trusty calculator 
for results tabulations was the myste-
rious character known as the Mathter 
Blaster (Mrs. Keezer).

As the competition began this, was 
the order: 

Nicole Barton, Kelsie Berry, and 
Amy Wittel singing Our Song by Tay-
lor Swift. They were accompanied by 
Ethan Barton on acoustic guitar. Mr. 
Barton was gracious enough to provide 
musical support for another act as well.

Alexis King, Taylor Duquette, 
Fiona White, and Hannah Veinotte 
singing Hot ‘n Cold by Katy Perry.

Meaghan Reid singing Tattoo by 
Jordin Sparks.

Molly Comrie and Daisy Elwell 
dancing to Hoedown Throwdown by 
Miley Cyrus.
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Alyson Mullett singing the great 
Aretha Franklin hit Respect.

Kelsie Berry and Amy Wittel 
singing Forever and Always by Taylor 
Swift.

Alexis King dancing to Crush, 
Crush, Crush by Paramore.

Maria Lansdown-Howard singing 
Jesus Take the Wheel by Carrie Under-
wood.

Emily Lance singing Trainwreck by 
Demi Lovato.

Mary Jane Wittel singing Finally, 
an original composition. MJ was also 
accompanied on the acoustic guitar by 
Ethan Barton.

What a tremendous outpouring of 
talent from such a small community! 
And when the dust had settled these 
were the results: 

Third place, with 8.36 out of 10 
points, went to Nicole Barton, Kelsie 
Berry, and Amy Wittel, accompanied 
by Ethan Barton on acoustic guitar.

Second place, with 9.64 out of 10, 
went to Alyson Mullett. 

And fi nally, the moment all of 
AE/MS was waiting for, your 2009 
Andover Idol accompanied on acous-
tic guitar by Ethan Barton, perform-
ing a song that she wrote herself, is … 
Mary Jane Wittel.

Thank you to all the performers, 
judges, and a most excellent audience 
who made this year’s show a memo-
rable experience.
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By Alan Hanscom
Andover One Wheelers

How many of us remember Sunday 
drives with our family when gasoline 
was 30¢ per gallon? We visited our 
grandparents or went after an ice cream 
a few towns away. Now picture that 
same trip on a unicycle with one gear 
and no coasting.

The Andover One Wheelers com-
pleted a very successful ride-a-thon in 
the AE/MS gymnasium on May 27. 
During a two-hour session, 17 riders 
completed 4,048 laps around the vol-
leyball court for a total of 144.6 miles. 
That is the distance from Andover to 
Pittsburg.

On a personal level, the athletes av-
eraged 8.5 miles apiece. A new distance 
record was set by Lauren Boisvert with 
306 laps, or 10.9 miles. This ride could 
have taken her to Cricenti Bog in New 
London. The other riders would have 
stretched from Lower Elkins all the 
way through New London.

Congratulations to all of the riders! 

The Andover One Wheelers travel team and siblings gather in front of the 
monument commemorating the actions of the Fifth New Hampshire Infan-
try during the Battle of Gettysburg. The monument, made of New Hamp-
shire granite and local boulders, marks the location where Colonel Edward E. 
Cross was killed by a Confederate sharpshooter on July 2, 1863.
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They were working hard for the money. 
Thank you to all who sponsored a rider 
and thanks also to the many parents 
who counted those laps and encouraged 
the children.

As this issue goes to press, the One 
Wheelers travel team is in Pennsylvania 
enjoying a well-deserved break after a 
year of hard work. Team members ride 
nearly 100 miles per year earning their 
passage on our annual excursion. To 
date they have appeared in parades in 
Franklin, Claremont, and Brattleboro, 
Vermont to the delight of thousands.

This year, riders are visiting Valley 
Forge, Gettysburg, and the USS Intrep-
id in Manhattan. They are also enjoy-
ing Dancing In The Rain at a Lancaster 
dinner theater. The highlight of the trip 
will be a performance along the paths of 
Hersheypark in Hersey, Pennsylvania. 

Thanks to all of our friends, fami-
lies, and sponsors for their continued 
and generous support. The children 
could not enjoy this learning experience 
without your help!
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