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Says Chaffee, “Until 1936 the fi re 
truck was kept in the garage on the 
Hawes property, the only building to 
survive the fi re.” This would be the 
third fi re station.

However, here Lloyd Perreault’s 
memory parts from that of Ralph 
Chaffee. Lloyd clearly remembers that 
the fi re truck was stored in the channel 
fi rehouse. “It wasn’t there a long time, but 
we boys, about four to six years old, used 
to go in there and play on that truck.”

Lloyd remembers that shortly after 

the fl ood of 1936, when the adjacent 
barbershop and blacksmith shop fl oated 
away out into the channel, the fi re truck 
was moved to the station at Hawes’ ga-
rage. It’s only a guess, but a good one 
at that, that no one wanted to fi sh the 
truck out of the water in case of another 
fl ood.
East Andover’s Fourth Fire Station

A close reading of Chaffee’s next 
statement would make it seem that 
sometime around 1936 a new fi re sta-
tion was built at the end of Channel 
Road, near the dam. Chaffee says, “At 
that time, through fund-raising activi-

A visiting Chinese artist made this oil painting around 1949 from the East 
Andover Congregational Church, looking toward Channel Road and the boat 
launch. The second building from the right is where the second fi re station in 
East Andover stood.  Courtesy of Lloyd and Judyth Perreault.

Stations  from page 24 ties and borrowing, enough money had 
been raised to build the … fi re station 
with the aid of some volunteer labor.”

According to Lloyd, Chaffee is also 
mistaken here. “During World War II, 
until the late 1940s,” says Lloyd, “that 
plot of land was used as a scrap heap. 
Not only that, but when the pipes from 
the little brick pump house were laid, 
long after 1936, they crossed that prop-
erty and discharged downstream from 
the dam. The fi rehouse was built direct-
ly over the pipes, and so that station had 
to have been built after 1936, as well.”

Lloyd’s objection is shored up by 
a statement found on a photo in the 
Poblenz collection at Bachelder Library 
in East Andover. Frame 78 depicts a store 
belonging to May Delaney and says that 
when she sold it in 1954, the proceeds 
of a card party held there on its bare 
fl oor were donated to the new fi rehouse 
building fund. It is more reasonable to 
believe that the fourth fi re station, at the 
end of Channel Road near the dam, was 
built in the very early 1950s. But this is 
just a reasonable guess, so the Beacon 
welcomes further comment.

Continues Chaffee, “In 1952 the East 
Andover fi re apparatus was transferred 
to a more powerful Ford truck chassis. 
Later another portable forest fi re pump 
and more ladders were added, and a 
Dodge truck was acquired as a water 
carrier.”

Chaffee’s account ends here.
Bryant Adams, former fi re chief, 

describes the fourth station as having 
had two bays and a meeting room. In 
1966 the meeting room was donated to 
the Andover Rescue Squad to use as the 
bay for their 1956 Cadillac ambulance, 
and an overhead door was installed.

Bryant says that in 1974 a new fi re 
truck was purchased, and the Ford was 
sold to a private party.
East Andover’s Fifth Fire Station

In 1980 the current fi re station was 
built on the location of the old Halcyon 
train station. The fourth fi re station, at 
the end of Channel Road near the dam, 
was demolished.

Thanks to Tim Frost, Jeff Miller, 
Bryant Adams, Lloyd Perreault and 
Mary Sell for their wonderful help with 
this article.

Barton’s Barton’s 
PerformancePerformance

is remodeling is remodeling 
to better serve You!to better serve You!

Barton’s PerformanceBarton’s Performance
State Inspections
Custom Work & 
Quality Repairs

Automobiles ~ Motorcycles
Snowmobiles & More

Josh Barton
720 Franklin Highway
East Andover
735-5750
BartonsPerformance@tds.net

Authorized Dealer For:

We are still making appointments and doing business 
during remodeling, so please call and leave a message. 

Thanks for your patience during this transition time!

Josh Barton

• Indoor & outside arenas/ 
   Perma-flex footing

• Access to miles of trails

• Clinics
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A Complete and Caring Horse Facility – Where Details Make the Difference

USDF Bronze Medalist

“L” Judge available for  
clinics and shows

USDF Bronze Medalist

• Boarding/Training/Sales

• Dressage lessons on 
   schoolmasters

• Round pen

• “Share-a-horse” 
   leasing program

• Truck-ins welcome

• Coaching available

TwinRidgeFarm.net • JNieder@conknet.com

Jumping lessons

GOING AWAY?   

Worried About 
Leaving Your Best Friend?      

Mountain High Kennel
The Camp Dogs Love To Come Back To

Owner on premises • 735-6083

Call

Gift 
Certifi cates 

Available
Give a gift of good taste.

735-5099
Serving Breakfast & Lunch
Wednesday thru Sunday

5 am to 3 pm


