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By Donna Baker-Hartwell
Highland Lake Protective Association

This year, a pair of loons returned 
to Highland Lake arriving around 
April 9 (ice out). We have been for-
tunate to have a pair return consis-
tently for approximately ten years. 
Although the success rate of pro-
ducing young has been low, they are 
persistent and return. We should feel 
very privileged that they choose our 
lake! 

John Cooley of the Loon Preserva-
tion Committee in Moultonborough 
writes, “Out of approximately 400-
500 lakes around the state that could 
have loon activity, only about 164 
lakes have been documented to have 
breeding pairs.” Loons are endan-
gered and protected by law because 
their population has been declining. 
Some of the reasons for this are that 
they only lay on the average one or 
two eggs. Only 50% of the eggs laid 
will hatch, and only 50% of those 
that hatch will survive the summer.

Highland Lake is 206 acres and 
considered small. It can only support 
one nesting pair. In recent years we 
have seen three adult loons. This has 
prevented nesting- three is a crowd! 
The odd loon remains a threat to the 
pair and discourages nesting.

However, the past two years, we 
have had a nesting pair. This year 
they laid two eggs around June 20 
on the west side of the island. Loons 
nest (there really isn’t any nest) on 
the edge of the shore because they are 
unable to walk on land. This leaves 
the eggs very vulnerable. If condi-
tions had been perfect, we would 
have expected them to hatch about 
July 20. Fluctuation in the water lev-
el caused by motor boating and rain 
and fl ooding washed the eggs away 
about eight days before due date. In 
some cases, the loons will try again, 
but it appears that it was too late in 
the season.

The pair can still be seen (and 
heard) enjoying the fi sh our lake 
provides them and will stay with us 
until ice appears. They will fl y to 
the coast and spend the winter. Next 

spring, we hope they will return 
again. Thanks to the Loon Preser-
vation Committee, they will be pro-
vided a “fl oating nest”. This man-
made fl oating nest will hopefully be 
the solution for the water level fl uc-
tuations that have been the cause of 
the recent nest failures. (Pleasant 
Lake has had a “fl oating nest” for 
several years now, and baby loons 
have done well there.) As of now, the 
committee is considering placing it 
in the north end cove. Once the eggs 
hatch, the baby chicks will leave 
the fl oating nest and use the “fl oat-
ing nest” provided on the backs of 
the parents. They will be able to 
swim alongside the adults and will 
be seen at times fl oating alone while 
the adult is diving below the surface 
for fi sh. Watching out for them and 
staying a good distance from them 
will be important to their survival.

If you would like to be kept up-
dated on next year’s loon activity on 
Highland Lake, please send your e-
mail address to Hartwell@tds.net.

Membership in the Highland Lake 
Protective Association (HLPA) is 
open to all people interested in the 
lake, whether a resident in town or 
not. For more information, visit HL-
PAonline.org. The HLPA supports the 
work of the Loon Preservation Com-
mittee. For more information, visit 
Loon.org.

Loons Nesting At Highland Lake

A loon and its two chicks. Photo: Rick Libbey, The MooseMan

By Heather Makechnie
Beacon staff

Jason Roy is currently in an audition 
process in New York City, trying out for 
the male lead role in the Broadway pro-
duction of Next to Normal. On August 
27 Jason wrote, “I have signed papers 
agreeing that I will not discuss the audi-
tion process. I have not been cast as any-
thing yet... that’s all I can really say.”

Son of Marj and Reggie Roy of 
Andover, Jason says that “Miss Raz” 
(Sue Razweiler) was his favorite teacher 
at Andover Elementary/Middle School 
because she brought performing arts to 
the school and was instrumental in his 
choice of career. 

He graduated AE/MS in 2000 and 
then Franklin High School in 2004. 
“When I was nine I did a summer with 
KAT Company. Since then I have been 
‘learning the trade.’ “

Learning the trade has been pretty 
intense. “I took a six-week Broadway 
Masters Class when I was 17. My men-
tor is the many-laurelled and gifted Jule 
Finley, creator of both Franklin Area 
Children’s Theater and Franklin Foot-
light Theatre. Jule has taught me every-
thing I know about acting and direct-
ing,” claims Jason. “I also train vocally 
with Christine Melanson in Laconia.”

In 2004 Jason directed his fi rst show 
at the Franklin Opera House, Cheaper 
By the Dozen. Having reached the au-
gust age of 23 years, Jason has produced 
at least one show a year. “Two summers 
ago I ran my own theater company. 
We put on You’re a Good Man Charlie 
Brown and Into the Woods at the Win-
nisquam High School Auditorium. We 
broke even fi nancially, and it was great 
experience for me.”

Jason Roy Auditions 
For Broadway Show

Among his other credits are Disney’s 
Beauty and The Beast, Urinetown, All 
Shook Up, and Moon Over Buffalo.

“Disney’s Beauty and the Beast was, 
as far as we can tell, the highest-grossing 
production ever held at the Franklin Op-
era House. Urinetown, which I believe 
was my best production to date, was 
scoped by actors from Massachusetts and 
New York, and received rave reviews. 
Moon Over Buffalo was taken to the New 
Hampshire Community Theater Awards 
competition and was well received.”

Jason’s acting roles have included 
Schroeder in You’re a Good Man Char-
lie Brown, Riff in West Side Story, and 
the lead role of Sky in Guys and Dolls.

In a recent Franklin Footlight Theatre 
production of All Shook Up, a musical 
comedy featuring Elvis hits, Jason not 
only performed the role of Dennis, but 
also directed the production, designed 
the set, and then helped to build it. The 
week following found him designing 
the lighting on the fl y for the Franklin 
Area Children’s Theater production of 
Disney’s Aladdin Jr. 

“My specialty is lighting,” he explains. 
“That is where my technical training comes 
in. But I love all aspects of theater.”

How does Jason prepare for a show? 
“Whether I am acting, directing, or 
working a light board, I try to be the 
fi rst to arrive at the theater. I lay in the 
middle of the stage. There I meditate 
and focus for a half hour. That way I 
have left my life and problems behind, 
and I am truly with the reality of the 
world we are creating on stage.”

Jason, who lives in Northfi eld, is cur-
rently employed by Lake Farm Realty in 
Andover. This year he is Kearsarge Re-
gional Middle School’s technical director.
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