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and Irene L. (Petelle) Nowell. 
Rick served in the US Air Force 

from 1972 to 1977. Incredibly proud 
of his two boys, he was a loving hus-
band, father, son, and brother. 

He is survived by his wife, Jane 
(Mussey) Nowell of Andover; two 
sons, Christopher Nowell and his fi -
ance, Melissa Parisi of East Haven, 
Connecticut and Derrick Nowell of 
Andover; his mother, Irene Nowell of 
Franklin; a brother, Danny; four sis-
ters, Deborah French, Lisa Holmes, 
Kim Reep, and Pam Downes; nieces, 
nephews, and cousins.

Friends called at the Proctor Cha-
pel on August 25, which was followed 
by a service. Private burial will be 
held at a later date. 

In lieu of fl owers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to Franklin Vis-
iting Nurse Association and Hospice, 
75 Chestnut Street, Franklin 03235. 
To sign an online guestbook, visit 
ChadwickFuneralService.com.

ESTELLA A. (ROLLINS) DURGIN, 
72, of Plains Road, died Tuesday, Au-
gust 25, 2009 at Franklin Regional 
Hospital. She was born on January 31, 
1937. She lived in Andover almost all 

Joshua Wilterdink Killed In Crash
By Ray Duckler 
Concord Monitor staff

From the August 9 Concord Monitor
A recent graduate of Merrimack 

Valley High School died in a one-car 
crash Friday night on Kearsarge Valley 
Road in Wilmot.

Joshua Wilterdink, 18, of Andover, 
suffered critical injuries after his car 
veered off the right side of the road and 
struck a tree. The state police responded 
to the accident at 10:07 PM, and mem-
bers of the Wilmot and New London 
Fire Departments performed lifesaving 
measures.

Wilterdink died later at New Lon-
don Hospital. The state police said 
Wilterdink had been traveling north 
on Kearsarge Valley Road and tried 
to negotiate a corner. He left the road-
way and struck a tree causing extensive 
damage to the vehicle. The state police 
believe speed was a factor in the crash. 
Wilterdink and his family moved from 
Naugatuck, Connecticut, to Andover in 
2007. He was a black belt in karate and 
an Eagle Scout, and he volunteered at a 
nursing home in Naugatuck. He planned 
on attending New Hampshire Technical 
Institute this fall and hoped to open a 
bar and grill in the state. Calling hours 
will be Tuesday from 5 to 7 PM at the 
Bennett Funeral Home with a brief ser-
vice to follow at the funeral home.

Memorial contributions can be made 
to the Josh Wilterdink Summer Camp 
Scholarship Fund, Troop 138, c/o St. 
Michael’s Church, 210 Church Street, 
Naugatuck, CT, 06770.

By Amy Augustine
Concord Monitor staff

From the August 11 Concord Monitor
When Joshua Wilterdink and his 

family moved to Andover two years 
ago, his top priority was persuading his 
parents to get a pair of piglets.

The Merrimack Valley High School 
student raised the swine “from farm-
yard to freezer” on his own as part of 
a senior project, his mother, Robin, said 
yesterday. He liked it so much that this 
year he persuaded the family to invest 
in chickens.

“He always wanted animals. It didn’t 
matter what it was,” she said. “When we 
moved up here, it was perfect for him.”

Wilterdink, 18, was killed Friday 
night after his car veered off the road 
and struck a tree in Wilmot. He is sur-
vived by his father, Robert; mother; sis-
ter, Becky; and grandmother, Millicent. 
At the time of the crash, his mother 
said he was driving home from a shift 
at the Country Club of New Hampshire 
in Sutton where he worked as a dish-
washer.

Trading suburban life in Connecti-
cut for a more rural one was a welcome 
change for Josh even in the midst of 
high school, Robin Wilterdink said. 
The family had purchased the riverfront 
property in Andover three years before 
moving, and they frequently visited and 
camped out there.

“He used to beg us to move up ahead 
of time,” she said. “He just loved being in 
nature. We’d camp and cook out, play in 
the woods. That was him, 100 percent.”

While Josh had trouble in school in 
Connecticut and never truly “felt com-
fortable in that environment,” he ex-
celled in New Hampshire, his mother 
said. His grades increased and he made 
a lot of friends. In short, she said, he 
was happy.

Merrimack Valley High School Prin-
cipal Michael Jette said he remembers 
Wilterdink for his sense of humor. He 
was “a good, honest kid” who “always 
had a smile on his face,” Jette said. “He 
came and went, did his studies and was 
a pleasant kid to work with.”

Jette remembered that Wilterdink 
frequently wore a sweatshirt with an 
NHTI logo. He would’ve begun his 
freshman year there this fall.

“It was neat that he had that direc-
tion, that he knew what he wanted to 
do,” Jette said. “It really is a tragedy.”

Robin Wilterdink said her son 
dreamed of opening a small bar and 
grill, a venture she thought was inspired 
by his work at the country club, where 
he worked for two years.

“He liked the environment there,” 
she said. “He couldn’t wait to get to 
work; he was always getting there early. 
He liked being around the people there, 
and he made a lot of friends.”

Josh “did well with older people” 
because of his wry, “very English” wit, 
Robin said. “He would make a joke and 
not smile; not everyone got his sense of 
humor.”

She said the family is grateful for 
peers who have called and stopped over 
to tell the family what Josh meant to 
them.

“We know it’s not always easy for 
teenage boys to express themselves,” 
she said. “I didn’t realize how much he 
meant to people his own age.”

Josh loved anything that revolved 
around ecology, Robin said. He made 
sure the family cut up their soda rings 
so birds wouldn’t get caught in them, 
encouraged his father to buy a smart 
car, and thought everyone should live in 
hyper-effi cient Tumbleweed houses.

He was involved in Boy Scouts at an 
early age and, at 16, graduated to Eagle 
Scout. He was close to the members of 
Troop 138 in Naugatuck, Connecticut, 

and those friendships were dear to him, 
she said. To commemorate Josh, the 
family has set up a scholarship fund in 
his name to pay for a yearly camping 
trip for Scouts in Troop 138.

“The best part of Scouts for him was 
the camping. He just loved going for 
the camaraderie and being with friends 
with similar interests and goals in life,” 
Robin Wilterdink said. “He was just at 
peace there; he loved it so much.”

She said she’d like her son to be re-
membered as someone who was always 
there for others.    “Whether a person or 

an animal, he had a really big heart, and 
he would’ve done anything for anyone 
who asked,” she said, remembering a 
time when Josh volunteered at a nursing 
home. He visited his favorite patients 
every day, she said, and – one by one – 
he’d come home and report when they 
failed to show up at the regular meeting 
spots.

“When they weren’t there anymore, 
I’d say, ‘Why don’t you ask where they 
are?’ “ Robin said. “And he would tell 
me, ‘I just want to believe they went 
home, and they’re happy.’ “

Obituaries  from page 37 of her life and worked in the house-
keeping department at New London 
Hospital for over 30 years, retiring in 
1992. 

Estella liked to cook and was espe-
cially happy when spending time and 
playing cards with her grandchildren. 
She was a wonderful wife, and family 
meant everything to her. 

Her grandson, Zach, has fond 
memories and writes, “Estella Durgin 
was a great grandmother to me. She 
did the best she could to help me out 
when she could. She will be missed 
by many.” 

Members of her family surviv-
ing include her husband of 49 years, 
Wilfred J. Durgin, Sr. of Andover; a 
daughter, Diana L. Miller of Andover; 
a son, Wilfred J. Durgin, Jr. of Frank-
lin; and four grandchildren, Zachary 
and Maurice St. Jacques and Brenden 
and Michael Miller. 

A memorial service was held on 
August 28 at the Andover Congrega-
tional Church in East Andover with 
Rev. John Wagner, pastor, offi ciating. 
Burial was in Lake View Cemetery, 
East Andover. 

In lieu of fl owers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to the Andover 
Rescue Squad, PO Box 209, Andover 
03216.
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Chadwick Funeral and Cremation ServiceChadwick Funeral and Cremation Service

Call Charlie or Marion Hafner at 526-6442Call Charlie or Marion Hafner at 526-6442,
or e-mail us at Hafner@tds.netor e-mail us at Hafner@tds.net

When you have a death in your familyWhen you have a death in your family we will assist you 
with all of the details.

 We will guide youWe will guide you every step of the way when your family ex-
periences a death. We can help with any or all of the following: paper-
work; the obituary; a service including the location, clergy, music, and 
food; burial details including  the lot and the vault; flowers; military 
involvement; and a monument or marker.

Please let us help youPlease let us help you at a very difficult time. We are very 
competitively priced.

The Friendly Barber Shop
NEW HOURS!

Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri – 8:30 to 5:00
Saturday – 8:00 to 2:00 • Closed Tuesdays

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY – WALK-INS WELCOMED!
343 Central St, Franklin 934-7530  


