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Theft  from page 8

still have faith. It was just one bad apple 
in the bunch.”

“But we lock our car, even in the 
driveway now,” Ann adds.

Ann and Roy – himself a former 

Suffolk County, New York police offi -
cer – are very grateful to the Andover 
and Concord Police Departments for 
how well they handled this case. “I was 
very impressed with their effi ciency 
and with how well organized they are,” 
Roy says.

Around the World 
with the Beacon

Lindsey Schust fl ashes a smile and a Beacon in Nashville, Tennessee on 
August 29. Lindsey was in the Music City for the Just Plain Folks Music 
Awards ceremony because one of her songs, Mama Lele, was nominated 
for Best Caribbean Song.  Photo: M. Richards

Highland Lake Apple Farm
In last month’s issue we failed to in-

clude the Highland Lake Apple Farm’s 
annual AppleFest in the Mark Your 
Calendar section. We apologize for 
the error, especially since the event is 
now past. But the Apple Farm on Ma-

Corrections ple Street will be open until Saturday, 
November 7, so please stop by for pick-
your-own apples and other products of 
the season.
Privies

There was an error in some of the 
historical information included in the 
article in last month’s issue about priv-
ies. Ed Hiller sets the record straight in 
his letter above.

The article by Heather and Cope 
Makechnie in the August Beacon 

about the gravestone of Louisa Wey-
mouth, wife of Dr. Henry Weymouth, 
was quite interesting and full of fasci-
nating bits of information.

Unfortunately, an error made in a 
1964 newspaper article by our esteemed 
Andover historian, Ralph Chaffee, crept 
into this article. Historical accuracy re-
quires that it be corrected.

In that article, Chaffee confused 
Henry Weymouth with Herman Wey-
mouth.

Dr. Henry Weymouth and his wife 
Louisa always resided on Taunton Hill.

Herman Weymouth (possibly a 
distant relative) ran one of the largest 
summer boarding houses in the area. 
It was located on Chase Hill Road, just 
above the school and Grange Hall. All 
was lost in a fi re in 1896. The Andover 
Historical Society has, in its collection, 
a photograph of these buildings prior to 
the fi re.

Ed Hiller
Andover Historical Society

Letters

The mission of The Andover Beacon is to serve and strengthen the Andover community. 
To that end, we welcome civil, reasoned letters addressing specifi cally local issues, events, 
and developments. Submissions must not be critical of another’s religion; blasphemous; 
obscene; hateful; legally objectionable; or commercial in nature. The Beacon reserves the 
right to edit or not publish submissions it deems inappropriate for any reason.

The Beacon can be a 
year-long Town Meeting, 
but only if you participate.

By Charlie Darling
Editor, The Andover Beacon

Toby Locke and I happened to be 
walking out of Town Meeting 2008 
side-by-side.

“Where’s the outrage in the Bea-
con?” he challenged me.

I didn’t have a good answer for him. 
The literal answer, of course, is “There 
isn’t any outrage in the Beacon,” but 
clearly he wouldn’t think that was a 
good answer.

The more I talked with Toby, the 
more I began to realize that I didn’t 
think that was a good answer, either. As 
Toby pointed out, the Beacon is full of 
good news and photos of cute kids, but 
there’s certainly more to Andover than 
that. And some of that “more” is too im-
portant not to appear in the Beacon.

The obvious answer (and the one I 
think Toby was looking for) – in-depth 
investigative reporting, sharply-worded 
editorials, and the like – isn’t a good an-
swer, either. Other newspapers can do 
that, but for reasons I’ll talk about be-
low, the Beacon can’t.

So I’ve spent the last 18 months 
searching for a good answer ... and get-
ting more and more frustrated at com-
ing up with nothing.

Finally, driving home one night it 
hit me: the right answer, and a good an-
swer, isn’t a statement, it’s a question: 

“Where’s The Outrage?”
“Yeah, where is the outrage in the 

Beacon?” 
I should have been asking that ques-

tion of every Andover resident and 
property owner since Day One. The 
good answer to Toby’s question is that 
it’s not up to the Beacon to generate 
outrage – it’s up to the Andover com-
munity to deliver it to the Beacon.
Outrage? 

I’ve been using Toby’s word – out-
rage – because it’s a strong, compelling 
word. But as you think this matter over, 
I hope you’ll realize it’s just a placehold-
er for a broad range of ideas and emo-
tions. What they all have in common is 
that they go beyond what you’re used to 
seeing in the Beacon. 

If I’d stumbled on this whole line 
of thinking without Toby’s prodding, I 
would have phrased it differently, though 
the thought is still the same. So now, 
since I intend to beat this new drum for 
as long as I continue to run the Beacon, 
let me rephrase and expand on the ques-
tion, this time in my own words:

Where is the informed dissent on 
topics specifi cally related to Andover? 
Where is the better idea? The risky sug-
gestion? The fresh perspective? Can’t 
the Andover community come up with 
better ways of doing things than the sta-
tus quo? (Of course it can!) Why aren’t 
all of these important things being de-
livered to the Beacon for publication?
The Beacon’s Role

I know that by now you’re squirming 
in your seat, shouting, “Other newspa-

See Outrage  on page 10
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