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By Jo O’Connor
The Record Enterprise staff

On September 2, Albert and Mary 
Demers of Andover celebrated their 
sixty-third wedding anniversary at the 
Main Street Station Diner in Plymouth.

Memories from September 2, 1946, 
the Demers’ wedding day, included the 
Main Street Station Diner in Plymouth. 
It was at that diner that the newlyweds 
stopped to have their fi rst dinner as hus-
band and wife on their way to their Ca-
nadian honeymoon. Back then they sat 
at the second table on the left.

That same table was made ready for 
the two of them 63 years later and for 
their two children, Patti Bailey of Gro-
ton and Karen Gross of Andover.

Albert Demers was from Manchester, 
while Mary Smith was from Southbor-
ough, Massachusetts. Albert’s aunt was 
a good friend of Mary’s mother and was 
the one who introduced 14-year-old Al-
bert to 12-year-old Mary.

On the front page of the Union 
Leader dated July 14, 1942, 17-year-
old Albert Demers is pictured in a 
group with other young men from New 
Hampshire who had signed up to serve 
their country in the US Navy. At the 
time, the price for the Union Leader 

Al and Mary Demers celebrated their 63rd wedding anniversary in the same 
booth at the same diner where they shared their fi rst meal as a married 
couple in 1946. For their anniversary they enjoyed a rhubarb pie – Al’s favor-
ite – with candles on it. Photo: Karen Gross

was three cents.
Along with other men who had 

signed up with the Navy during World 
War II, Albert was assigned to a land-
ing craft called a Landing Ship Tank 
(LST). As a sailor aboard an LST dur-
ing the war, Albert along with his ship-
mates landed in Salerno and fought on 
land under General George S. Patton in 
Patton’s Fifth Army. 

While serving in the military, Albert 
wore his dog tags and a religious medal. 
On one side of the medal St. Anthony 
is represented with the words “Pray for 
me,” and on the other side of the medal 
is St. Christopher, represented with the 
words “Protect me.”

After Albert’s four-year tour of duty 
he returned home and pursued his work 
career. He began as a mail boy in the 
Amoskeag Bank, the biggest bank 
north of Boston at the time, and worked 
his way up to vice-president.

When asked what advice Mary 
would give to couples today, her an-
swers were, “Be honest, go to church, 
practice your religion, and never go to 
bed angry. That’s very important,” she 
added. “And when things are diffi cult, 
pray for God’s help.”

With Albert, his advice to couples 
today would be to have abiding love.

This special day for remembering 
and celebrating was made nicer thanks 
to the Diner’s owner Steven Luce and 
waitress Francine Daniels. They were 
in many ways pleasantly attentive to the 
celebrating family.
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63RD WEDDING ANNIVERSARY: 
Albert and Mary Demers

Crisp days, chill nights, and 
blazing foliage all signal the com-
ing of Warner’s Fall Foliage Fes-
tival. Friday night will begin the 
62nd festival with a family-friend-
ly carnival and junior oxen pull 
as youngsters compete with their 
young teams.

Saturday begins with a country 
breakfast at the United Church of 
Warner at 7 AM. Well fortifi ed for 
the day, continue on at 9 AM to the 
farmers’ market, the juried arts and 
crafts, and the country bazaar. 

The Festival stretches from down-
town Warner up Kearsarge Moun-
tain Road and onto the Simonds 
School grounds. The road is closed 
to provide ample booth exhibit ar-
eas, street performers, parades, and 
just plain walking around. 

Enjoy the oxen contests, have your 
face painted, and enter the pie-eat-
ing contest – it’s for kids and adults 
this year. The wonderful smells of 
festival food will tempt you to the 
food court, with its wide variety of 
offerings, and to the big food tent 
for traditional foods. Or purchase 
your ticket early for the chicken and 
lobster dinner at 11:45 AM. 

Live music from a wide vari-
ety of bands, a Children’s Parade 

and a country supper at the United 
Church of Warner will round out 
the day. The midway will be open 
from 10 AM to 8 PM, with special 
bracelet tickets going on sale for 
$12 at 5 PM.

Sunday starts with the country 
breakfast and more live music and 
entertainment. Break for the chick-
en and lobster dinner, then take your 
place to watch the Grand Parade at 
1 PM. This year’s theme is Warner: 
Then and Now, and the fl oats and 
groups are guaranteed to be creative 
with their interpretations of War-
ner’s long and well-recorded history. 
The midway closes at 6 PM.

Parking is convenient, with park-
ing lots off of Exit 9 from I-89. Park-
ing is $5 for all day. Shuttle busses 
will bring people to the festival. 
Handicapped parking is available.

Entrance to the festival is free. 
The festival carries on rain or shine, 
with performance tents in case of in-
clement weather.

The Warner Fall Foliage Festival 
is an entirely volunteer planned and 
run effort, with all proceeds going 
to town and district school organi-
zations. Visit WFFF.org for more in-
formation. It’s a weekend of fun for 
all!

Warner Fall Foliage 
Festival, Oct 9-11

Your Health, Your Home, Our Care

107 Newport Road • New London, NH 03257 
www.lakesunapeevna.org

VNA Celebrating 
National Hospice Month 

Hospice Benefit Dinner
An elegant evening to honor and support Hospice.

Wednesday, November 18  •  6:00 pm
Millstone Restaurant, New London

($50.00 per person)

Time of Remembrance
A gathering of remembrance of those cared for by the Hospice Team and others.  

All are welcome.

Saturday, November 7 • 11:00 am
Tracy Memorial Library*, New London

*Note:  This event is not sponsored by Tracy Memorial Library

Craft Fair
Crafters of all kinds, raffles, food, entertainment…to benefit Hospice.

Saturday, November 21 • 9 am–2 pm
Kearsarge Community Presbyterian Church, New London

603.526.4077
For information on all events.

Check it out.......Check it out.......

CountryCobwebs1.netCountryCobwebs1.net
 ...........You’ll be glad you did!...........You’ll be glad you did!
Visit us during Warner’s Fall Foliage Festival October 10 & 11

G o t  N e w s?
We don’t have a fl eet of reporters 
– we rely on you to let us know 

what’s going on around Andover.  
Call or e-mail with news today!
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