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By Heather Makechnie
Beacon staff
Happy Faces Daycare

Aundrea Lansdown-Powers has 
been banking down her home daycare 
for two years. With the last child reach-
ing kindergarten age, Happy Faces 
Daycare will offi cially close at the end 
of September, after 14 years of service 
to the community.

She explains, “I stopped taking in 
new clients and then, slowly, the babies 
have all grown up and graduated. Next 
week my last little girl will move on. It 
will be strange for me. But it is a new 
beginning. I’m not sure what David and 
I are going to do, but it will all unfold. 
We have been preparing ourselves to 
take in foster kids.”
Live and Learn Daycare

Karen Sanborn has been preparing 
to run a home daycare for a number 
of years. With experience in both New 
London and Andover daycare centers, 
and with course-work at community 
college, conferences, and workshops, 
Karen has earned her Lead Teacher 
certifi cate in childcare from the State of 
New Hampshire. “I’m not sure people 
know how exacting it is,” says Karen.

Meanwhile, Karen’s husband Billie 
has been renovating their house on Route 
4A to make it a safe and happy place for 
three to four full-time children. “He’s 
almost as excited as I am about this,” 
chuckles Karen. With one spot already 
fi lled, this happy environment will soon 
be fully subscribed. To contact Live and 
Learn Daycare, call 735-5907.
Proctor Childcare Center

Proctor Academy demands many, 
many hours of involvement from its 
employees that go way beyond the nor-
mal eight-to-fi ve work day. It is often 
very diffi cult to balance home life and 
workload.

Proctor Business Manager Don-
ald McDonald explains, “Historically, 
Proctor Child Care Center was created 
to help our faculty and staff meet their 
child-rearing needs in this strenuous 
environment. Along the way we were 
very happy to serve the community as 
well. It has always broken even, as far as 
income, until taking into account ben-

Andover Daycare Facilities
efi ts for employees, like health and un-
employment insurance, vacation time, 
retirement, etc. Those expenses have 
put us in the red each of the 11 years we 
have been in existence.”

This year has seen change at Proc-
tor Child Care Center. With full support 
of the Board of Directors and Trustees, 
Proctor Child Care Center manager, 
Sue “Raz” Rasweiler restructured the 
program, creating 10 fewer slots for 
students and effectively eliminating one 
full-time staff position. “This is allow-
ing us to focus more attention on indi-
vidual children,” says Raz. “It is widely 
rumored that we are now closed to the 
community. This is not true. Proctor 
faculty and staff still have priority, but 
there are many area children in our pro-
grams, and we will continue to be com-
mitted to enrolling them. Our programs 
are full for this year.”

Says Raz, “We are emerging stron-
ger and more secure and confi dent in 
what we are doing.”
Andover After School Program

The dust is settling for Andover After 
School Program, literally and fi gurative-
ly. Says Director Susan Nellen, “Because 
of the size of the in-coming kindergar-
ten, we have had to enlarge our program. 
We are utilizing the two upstairs rooms, 
now fully renovated, and we have re-
tained additional staff.” Susan also says 
that there are a couple of kindergarten 
slots open, as well as a couple of after 
school slots still available. Call 735-6566 
for more information.
East Andover Village Preschool

With its decision to provide full-day 
care to eight students, East Andover 
Village Preschool took a bold step. It 
is one that has met with success. Says 
Doreen Perreault, “All eight slots have 
been enrolled. The school year is off to 
a great start.”
Kings Castle

King’s Castle is perched on Beech 
Hill Road. For two years it has been 
operated as a  licensed home-based 
daycare by Samantha King. It is 
the “realm” of up to nine children 
from the ages of six months to eight 
years. Currently there are three open 
“thrones” available. Call 735-4197.

By Bonny Morris
Andover Afterschool Program

On Thursday, October 22, the 
Andover Afterschool Program will 
join 7,500 communities and one mil-
lion Americans in celebrating after-
school programs at the Afterschool 
Alliance’s tenth annual Lights On 
Afterschool event. This nationwide 
event calls attention to the impor-
tance of afterschool programs and 
the resources required to keep the 
lights on and the doors open. 

The Andover Afterschool Pro-
gram is proud to be a Lights On Af-
terschool National Supporting Orga-
nization. Please join us at our open 
house from 4 to 6 PM on Thursday, 

Andover After School Program
Holds Open House October 22

October 22. Meet our board, our 
staff, and tour our wonderful fa-
cility. See the many improvements 
made this past summer.

Too many children – 14.3 mil-
lion – are missing out on after-
school opportunities. By partici-
pating in Lights On Afterschool 
we can help call attention to this 
important issue. 

To learn more about Lights On 
Afterschool, visit AfterschoolAlliance.
org. Lights On Afterschool is a proj-
ect of the Afterschool Alliance, a 
nonprofi t organization dedicated to 
ensuring that all children have ac-
cess to afterschool programs. 

Two by two, the kids from the Andover Five Alive Program brought canned 
goods for the Andover Food Pantry. (L-r, front to back): Tyler Champagne, 
Aaron Weeks; Lilly Carlson, Megan Stiles; Sasha Mackenzie, Lindsey Stiles; 
Connor Beauman, River Turnbull. Staff photo: Charlie Darling
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Food and Necessities for People in Need
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We need your donations of non-perishable foods 
and other home necessities.

The food pantry is located downstairs  at the Andover Town 
Hall and is open whenever the Town Hall is open. 

It’s self-service, no questions asked. Take what you need 
or drop off  what you can.

If you know someone in need, tell them about the pantry. 
If they are not comfortable going to the pantry themselves, 
for whatever reason, let a Lion or Beacon volunteer know – 

WE DELIVER!

Andover ‘Live-n-Learn’

“embrace the moment and explore the world”

A High Quality Childcare and Early Education Provider

Karen Sanborn
603.735.5907
249 Rt. 4A Andover, NH
klsanborn@yahoo.com
Certifi ed Lead Teacher

GOING AWAY?   

Worried About 
Leaving Your Best Friend?      

Mountain High Kennel
The Camp Dogs Love To Come Back To

Grooming by Appointment • 735-6083

Call


