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By Jane Slayton
Principal, AE/MS

Results of the New England Common 
Assessment Program (NECAP) science 
test, administered to students in grades 
four and eight in May of 2009, were just 
released. The science assessment is de-
signed to measure what students know 
and are able to do in the areas of Earth 
and Space Science, Physical Science, 
Life Science, and Inquiry. 

NECAP is a collaborative partner-
ship involving three states: New Hamp-
shire, Vermont, and Rhode Island. This 
partnership was established in response 
to the federal No Child Left Behind 
Act, which requires that states annu-
ally measure the achievement of all 
students in grades three through eight 
and in one grade in high school. Read-
ing and mathematics assessments have 
been required since 2005. Science was 
required to start in 2008.

Fifty-three percent of New Hamp-
shire students tested scored profi cient or 
better in science at grade four. At AE/
MS, seventy-six percent of the fourth 
grade students scored profi cient or bet-
ter. In grade eight, twenty-four percent 
of New Hampshire students scored pro-
fi cient or better. At AE/MS, seventeen 
percent of the eighth grade students 
scored profi cient or better.

Andover and the rest of New Hamp-
shire now have two years of results that 
will help with decision-making when it 
comes to improvement of the science 
curriculum and instruction. It is inter-

esting to note that our eighth grade cu-
mulative average score after two years 
is equal to the state average. However, 
our fourth grade cumulative average 
continues to be above the state average.

Andover teachers of science are 
confi dent that the Andover science cur-
riculum is comprehensive in scope and 
sequence and is aligned with the New 
Hampshire GLEs (grade level expecta-
tions). The AE/MS science curriculum 
was recently updated and new materials 
and resources were added at that time. 
The AE/MS science curriculum can be 
seen at Andover.K12.nh.us. 

Andover administration is very 
pleased with the science education that 
students receive at AE/MS. Principal 
Slayton reports, “The science experi-
ences that AE/MS students have by 
the time they leave the eighth grade are 
quite impressive. Our science curricu-
lum is less textbook-oriented and more 
focused on actual scientifi c investigation 
and inquiry. Science in the lower grades 
is integrated with writing, reading, art, 
and mathematics. Our focus tends to 
be on understanding and applying sci-
entifi c concepts. It is important that our 
students make connections between sci-
ence content knowledge and the nature 
of science and scientifi c thinking – an 
important 21st century skill.”

It is also important to note that the 
NECAP is only one measure of aca-
demic progress and a single annual as-
sessment is not a suffi cient way of mea-
suring overall student success.

NECAP Tests Show Mixed 
Results In Science For AE/MS

On Fridays, the younger grades at 
AE/MS play math games that chal-
lenge young minds to solve prob-
lems. Above (l-r), Ethan Davis, Ronan 
Walsh, Madalyn Goodwin, Susie Mor-
all, Braydon Kraft, and Riley Keezer 
are solving math problems. Left, 
Braydon Kraft displays a mathemati-
cal masterpiece.
 Photo: Gretchen Hildebrand

AE/MS eighth graders helped kindergarten students work on their mouse 
skills in the computer lab. Erin Frost (l) looks on as Jesse Niemyer navi-
gates the mouse. Photo: Gretchen Hildebrand
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A Recipe for Great 
Insurance Protection

The Byse Insurance Agen-
cy INTRODUCES Linda 
M. Bolte, Manager of our 
Bristol Branch.  Linda, a 
NH Licensed Insurance 
Agent and Andover resi-
dent, brings to our agency 
industry experience and a 
22-year career in Sales and 
Customer Service.

Bristol Insurance, a divi-
sion of Byse Agency, has 
been providing NH resi-
dents with personal and 

business insurance products and advice since 1924.  Our goal 
is to satisfy our client’s insurance needs on a professional cost 
effective basis.  We pride ourselves in taking the time to listen 
to your needs and � nding the perfect policy for you.
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