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Josh Bennett (r) is enjoying the coun-
tryside during his fall term in Spain.

(Wilmot) have embarked on the ad-
venture of a lifetime, sailing aboard 
the 130-foot schooner Westward from 
Boston to San Juan, Puerto Rico. The 
Ocean Classroom program features 
educational stops at a dozen ports along 
the way, as 20 students earn credits in 
maritime literature, navigational math, 
marine biology, oceanography, and his-
tory. 

Living in cramped quarters below 
decks, maintaining strict four-hour 
watches, and coping with rough seas 
are all part of the experience, but so 
are sailing with the accompaniment of 
dolphins, unspeakable sunsets, and the 
thrill of tacking into San Juan Harbor in 
the third week of November. Students 
are not passengers on Ocean Classroom; 
they actively work the lines, navigate, 
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and steer the ship under the guidance of 
professional crew members.

We look forward to hearing stories 
from Jesse, Josh, Jackson, Story, So-
phie, and Madison when they return for 
the winter term on campus!
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qualifi ed teacher who provides lessons, 
interaction, assignments, and assess-
ments through the Internet. He is in a 
virtual classroom with other students 
from around the country, and they can 
have discussions among themselves. 
At anytime the parents or I can log in 
and check on assignments, pace, and 
grades.

At AE/MS we have not been able to 
fund a foreign language program for 
several years now. Therefore, our stu-
dents leave at the end of eighth grade 
without a foreign language experience. 
Whether they attend Merrimack Valley 
High School or Proctor Academy, the 
Andover students are usually the only 
incoming students without at least one 
year of a foreign language. 

Therefore, I decided to learn more 
about VLACS and how it might apply 
to our situation. VLACS has been very 
successful offering courses at the high 
school level and has just started open-
ing that option up for middle school 
students.

We offered our seventh and eighth 
grade students the opportunity to take 
a Spanish course through VLACS. The 
response has been good. Although we 
are just in the early stage, it looks as 
though we will have several students 
taking Middle School Spanish, Span-
ish I or Spanish II. Students realized 
that it will be an extra commitment on 
their part, and they need to be able to 

balance the full course load they al-
ready have.

We also have a few middle school 
students excited about the possibility of 
picking up a higher level math course in 
the spring that can be completed before 
they start a new school year. Again, that 
takes a lot of commitment and motiva-
tion on the student’s part, but I believe 
we will see that happen.

VLACS is available to our students 
24 hours a day, seven days a week, 
365 days a year. There is technology 
needed in order to access VLACS 
course. We have the technology avail-
able in our school, and students have 
access. My experience thus far is that 
the course content meets rigorous ac-
ademic standards.

There is no cost to our students or 
our school district in regard to our part-
nership with VLACS. VLACS is an ap-
proved New Hampshire public school, 
and courses are all taught by certifi ed 
teachers.

Although this is new to us and we 
are still learning more about the poten-
tial for its use every day, I have been 
pleased thus far. It is important to note 
that our relationship with VLACS is a 
complement to AE/MS, not a replace-
ment. There is still no substitute for 
real, live teachers working and learning 
together with students in our school. 
However, this seems like a realistic op-
tion until that happens. 

I’ll keep you informed as we move 
forward with this new adventure!

By Holly Gagne
AE/MS Knitting Club

The Andover Elementary/Middle 
School Knitting Club will reconvene on 
Monday, November 2. It will be open 
to beginners to experienced knitters 
in grades two to eight. The time will 
be 2:45 PM to 3:45 PM. Students and 
volunteers should pack an after-school 
snack. 

Students will learn how to knit, 
pearl, cast on, and bind off, as well as 

AE/MS Knitting Club
a couple of different stitches such as 
stockinette and garter stitches. All will 
work on simple projects of their own 
choosing. The knitting club will meet 
on Mondays until April vacation.

The knitting club is open to the com-
munity, and I would love to encourage 
those who wish to participate to do so! 
My dream is to match up community 
members with students.

Call me at AE/MS if you are in-
terested.

PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS AND FAMILIES,
PLEASE JOIN US FOR AN ADMISSION OPEN HOUSE!

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31
 8:30-9:00  Registration, Wilkins Meeting House
 9:00-10:00  Campus Tours
 10:00- 11:00  “The Proctor Perspective”
 11:00- 11:30  Student Panel, Q & A, Refreshments

Come tour our facilities and chat with 
faculty, students, and current parents 

about our unique off-campus programs, 
broad academic and extracurricular 

offerings, and innovative community of 
learners.

We would love for you to join us!

www.proctoracademy.org


