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My apologies to those who tune 
into Andover’s public access Ca-

ble Channel 8 for not taping the Master 
Plan Update Committee’s public meet-
ing on September 28. I was willing to 
do so but was told not to because a cou-
ple of committee members thought the 
camcorder would inhibit people. 

The meeting was well attended by 
the public, and those who spoke have 
spoken at previously taped town meet-
ings. I tape meetings so that citizens 
and voters of Andover can be well in-
formed, without hearsay and rumors.

I came away from the meeting with 
several observations. The siting of 
commercial and light industrial zones 
evoked the most discussion. Many of 
the pros and cons raised had been dis-
cussed previously by the Master Plan 
Update Committee. When the public 
was asked “Where would you put these 
zones?,” silence prevailed. I think ev-
eryone recognized the diffi cult task of 
drawing zoned areas. 

Someone remarked that the mapped 
areas were where these uses already ex-
ist, but this was countered with, “That 
doesn’t mean past errors should be con-
tinued.” It was pointed out that the 1992 
Master Plan has constrained some past 
decisions of the Planning Board and 
Zoning Board of Adjustment.

The meeting was constructive in that 
those who had input will appreciate the 
fact that their comments have had an 
impact: At the next Master Plan Update 
Committee meeting on October 13, 
several zones were modifi ed or elimi-
nated; several defi nitions will be better 
defi ned; and a list of pros and cons is 
being compiled for further consider-
ation.

The advantage of living in a small 
town is that each voice can have an 
impact and is important. Thank you to 
those who attended.

Tina Cotton

After the Master Plan Update Com-
mittee’s public meeting on Sep-

tember 28, there seemed to be a sticking 
point about the possible location of an 
industrial park area zoned for light in-
dustry and commercial use. It occurred 
to me that no one had an idea how much 
land area might be needed for such a 
purpose.

With that in mind, I took a look at the 
Concord Heights industrial area near 
Concord Airport and, using Google 
Earth, made a few rough estimates of 
the acreage there. In the block bounded 
by Pembroke Road, Sheep Davis Road, 
and Chenell Drive there are about 215 
acres. A quick count totaled 40 build-

ings in that area for light industrial 
and commercial use. There is a mix of 
single-company buildings, offi ce space, 
and a few strip buildings with multiple 
businesses in each.

Two areas in Andover discussed at 
the meeting were Monticello Drive and 
an area off Agony Hill Road. By com-
parison and using the same measuring 
method, I found these areas hold rough-
ly 186 acres. In measuring I tried to 
avoid wetland areas and other impedi-
ments to use as I knew them.

The comparison would seem to in-
dicate that those two areas would allow 
more than enough space for the level of 
business development we might expect 
here in Andover.

Another problem discussed was that 
of enforcing foliage screens to prevent 
industrial building from being seen 
from the nearest road. A solution would 
be requiring a developer to build an ac-
cess road into the industrial park area 
from which all the driveways to the in-
dividual building would diverge. The 
result would be that the screen of trees 
would be breeched by only one road. 

Also, a sign with all the business 
names located in the park would reduce 
the “sign blight” as seen from the main 
road. Only one business would need to 
be monitored to enforce the screen re-

Letters To The Beacon
quirement and that would be the owner 
of the industrial park.

Sincerely,
Don R. Cline

As a member of this wonderful com-
munity and parent of a fi fth grad-

er, I just want to take this opportunity 
to commend and personally thank the 
members of the Andover School Board. 

Erik Anderson, Kent Armstrong, 
Lynn Baker, and Charlie McCrave, led 
by chairman Don Gould, have taken 
decisive and quick action to address and 
correct the many fi re safety concerns at 
AE/MS. In addition, the gym looks fan-
tastic! 

I am grateful to you for your leader-
ship and dedication for all of the work 
you do on behalf of our children and 
Andover! 

Bonny Morris 

The mission of The Andover Beacon is 
to serve and strengthen the Andover com-
munity. To that end, we welcome civil, rea-
soned letters addressing specifi cally local 
issues, events, and developments. Sub-
missions must not be critical of another’s 
religion; blasphemous; obscene; hateful; 
legally objectionable; or commercial in na-
ture. The Beacon reserves the right to edit 
or not publish submissions it deems inap-
propriate for any reason.

Your Neighborhood Experts
Art Urie and Associates

603-735-5444
urie@tds.net

Build your own Castle!
28 acres of country privacy with the 

Smith River running throught it.

Snowmobile and hiking trail, state 
highway access, growing trees, 

choice of building sites.

Reduced
Danbury $ 45,900

NEW LONDON • 526-2800 • OPEN DAILY
www.clarkeshardware.com

Winter Prep
What you need. How to do it.

Autumn has arrived and...
the snow is not far behind—
we all know it, but don’t worry,
Clarke’s is ready to help you 
be prepared.

For fall clean-up, we’ve got rakes,
wheelbarrows, gloves tarps, heavy-
duty bags and more.

For winter, snow shovels, pushers,
scoops, scrapers, brushes and roof
rakes.We stock a complete line of
snow handling tools for home, 
business and auto.

We have it all!

NEW LONDON SEPTIC SERVICE  
We Go When You Can’t

Servicing the Lake Sunapee Region for over 25 years.

24 Hour Year Round Service
526-4163 • Toll Free 1-866-526-4163 • Fax 428-3015

NewLondonSeptic.com 

• Residential & Commercial Pumping
• Grease Traps
• Camera Leach Field Inspections  
• Pump Station Repairs 

• Thaw Frozen Lines
• Repair and Replacement  
• Fully licensed by State of NH & insured
• Certifi ed Septic System Evaluator

Proper maintenance is the key 
to the life of your septic system.  
Your tank should be pumped 
every 2-3 years.

Servicing all of your septic system needs.


