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By Stephanie Skenyon
Beacon staff

Sunday, October 18, was miserable, 
cold, and rainy in Concord, but these 
less-than-ideal conditions didn’t at all 
deter Julie Gaudette and her team, Just 
for Jill, from participating in the 2009 
Making Strides Against Breast Can-
cer Walk. Twenty students, staff, and 
friends gathered together to raise funds 
and awareness on behalf of women 
everywhere, and in particular, Julie’s 
cousin and the team namesake, Jill.

Julie and Jill grew up together in Mas-
sachusetts. Jill moved to Chicago after 
high school, making visits to friends and 
family back in New England. Two years 

Many of the Making Strides participants from Andover gathered at the walk 
for a group photo.

AE/MS Students, Staff, And 
Friends Walk “Just For Jill”

after a suspicious lump was disregarded 
by her doctor, Jill was diagnosed with 
breast cancer at the young age of 29. 

Because of the advanced stage of 
the disease upon diagnosis, Jill had to 
undergo an entire year of treatment. 
Although her family was miles away, 
good Samaritans were not diffi cult to 
fi nd, and a new boyfriend very quick-
ly proved his strength of character by 
nursing Jill through the treatment and 
healing process. 

Today, Jill’s experience fuels her 
passion to help children with leukemia 
and lymphoma, and her heroic story in-
spires Julie and her team to believe that 
you can truly beat anything, even when 
the odds seem insurmountable.

Julie Gaudette is the Assistant Prin-
cipal at Andover Elementary/Middle 
School, and her enthusiasm for raising 
breast cancer awareness rubs off on stu-
dents and friends alike. “Just for Jill” 
participants ranged in ages from kinder-
garten through the middle school grades 
and included a student from Proctor 
Academy. Many of them have a personal 
connection to the disease among friends 
or relatives, and the newest team recruits 
were particularly impressed by the size 
of the crowd at the Walk. 

Julie hopes that the experience gives 
the students a positive perspective on 
the impact of their individual contribu-
tions, and, most importantly, that they 
walk away knowing it’s possible to 
overcome anything, just like Jill.

enthusiasm for being a part of some-
thing so special can’t be dampened by 
bad weather. 

Your sisters were there, carrying 
you with them in everything they did, 
sharing their hearts and what it means 
to transcend something that touches so 
many of us so deeply. 

My sister was there, too. I met your 
friend Melissa, she is warm and caring. 
My friend was there, too. I saw your 
dad, and I gave him a great big hug. 

You know, time has a funny way of 
making emotional ties grow stronger. 
Family members, friends, and sometimes 
the shared memories of someone we nev-
er knew hold us up and inspire us. 

Your life and legacy, Sarah, are what 
brought me to Making Strides, and I 
have experienced a few bittersweet mo-
ments in saying goodbye to my role as 
a foot soldier in your army. Sarah’s Sol-
diers has many troops. They will con-
tinue to march on in your memory, and 
their battalion is strong. Lives change, 
and our roles evolve. We transcend.

I have enlisted my own regiment to 

Sarah  from page 29 fi ght in this war against cancer. Hope’s 
Marvelous Mamo-Grams made its debut 
this year to honor my sister, my mother’s 
sister, some very dear friends, and to 
keep in memory my husband’s mother 
Veronica. It was time for me to step up 
and take on the role of team captain. 

I’m not sure I am a very good cap-
tain yet, but I will get better with time. 
Collectively we raised over $1,600 dol-
lars, and at the end of the day when that 
grand total of $529,498 was announced, 
we were proud to have done our part 
and contributed to such a huge success. 

So now, with the 17th annual Mak-
ing Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk 
behind us, I refl ect. I have said good-
byes and begun things new. I have also 
discovered through this transition that 
heart strings get tugged, and from time 
to time a few tears will fall. 

A little piece of my heart will al-
ways be a Soldier, because one should 
never forget one’s roots. Change is good 
though, and I am excited to be leading 
the Mamo-Grams to new heights. We 
will Make a Difference. We will Make 
History. We will Make Strides. We will 
Transcend.

Craft Fair

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. FRH Lobby

To benefit the Lifeline Monitor Sponsorship Fund. The first 
ever FRH Craft Fair promises to be a great success with a 
Penny Sale, crafters from the community, and baked goods. 

For more information call 
Cynthia Langevin at
934-6868 or email 
clangevin@metrocast.net www.lrgh.org

Franklin Regional Hospital Auxiliary 

For more information, 
please contact the FRH 
Auxiliary at 934-2060
ext. 8369.

Saturday, Dec. 5 9 am - 2 pm
at the Grange Hall in East Andover

Sponsored by the Andover Congregational Church

Fine Hand-Made Crafts
at reasonable prices

Bake Sale
Call Bonnie at 735-5486 or Judy at 735-5331 to reserve space to sell items.

Annual Christmas FairAnnual Christmas Fair

DAN’S 
PHARMACY
Professional Service With A Personal Touch

436 Central Street
Franklin
934-2550

Sophia M. Lessard, R.Ph
Ronald R. Lessard, R.Ph

• Personal Medication Counseling
• Computerized Prescription Service
• Convalescent Sales & Rentals
• Most Insurance Plans Accepted

Hand Made! • Solid Wood!
• FURNITURE •

Always Below Cost!
Gimpy’s 

Workshop
252 Switch Road, Andover

“Mike’s Hobby Means Savings To You”


