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By Trent Spiner
Concord Monitor staff
From the December 2 Concord Monitor 

Hopkinton and Webster will pull out 
of a regional trash cooperative [of which 
Andover is a member] if plans for a sin-
gle-stream recycling center in Penacook 
move forward, according to a joint letter 
sent by the towns yesterday morning.

The letter, unanimously approved 
by both boards of selectmen, is the fi rst 
step in a lengthy process to get out of the 
co-op. In it, the boards demand that co-
op offi cials immediately stop spending 
money on plans for the recycling facility.

The towns said building a new facil-
ity isn’t necessary right now, and even 
if it was, the co-op should provide them 
with a complete business plan for the fa-
cility and allow them to decide whether 
to participate.

“Because the co-op has decided to 
go with single stream, Hopkinton and 
Webster don’t feel that it is cost effec-
tive at this point to be part of that,” said 
Hopkinton Town Administrator Neal 
Cass in an interview.

A co-op offi cial said it will take time 
to formally respond to the letter but 
added that plans for single-stream recy-
cling will move forward with or without 
Hopkinton and Webster. “We’d love to 
have them involved, but it is their deci-
sion at this point,” said Jim Presher, di-
rector of the Concord Regional Solid 
Waste/Resource Recovery Cooperative.

The co-op is responsible for inciner-
ating trash from 27 towns and cities [in-
cluding Andover] across the region at a 
waste-to-energy facility in Penacook.

Designs have already been drawn up 
for the proposed $11 million recycling 
facility, Presher said.

It will be paid for out of a reserve 
account with $13 million set aside for 
a landfi ll expansion in Penacook that 
never got off the ground.

Construction will begin once the co-
op has commitments from enough com-
munities to assure 25,000 tons of recycla-
bles per year. Right now, Presher said, the 
27 member communities represent about 
15,000 tons. He has commitments from 
Hooksett, Milford, Goffstown, and other 

communities for an additional 8,000 tons 
per year. That leaves 2,000 tons per year 
still up in the air, Presher said.

Hopkinton and Webster haul out about 
750 tons of recycling every year, accord-
ing to Steve Clough, assistant director of 
public works for waste in Hopkinton.

The two towns currently share a 
transfer station in Hopkinton. They also 
share operating expenses and tipping 
fees through a formula based on popu-
lation, Cass said.

“We’re convinced there are other op-
tions available and that it really won’t 
affect people coming to the transfer sta-
tion. They won’t even really know there 
is a difference,” Cass said.

Clough said the towns would look 
into contracting with another vendor to 
remove trash from the transfer station if 
selectmen voted to get out of the co-op. 
None of the transfer station’s policies 
would change, Clough said.

Hopkinton and Webster pay $62.10 
for each ton of trash hauled to the co-
op’s incinerator. Clough said private 
vendors would cost about the same.

As it stands now, the towns sell off 
their recyclables through private brokers. 
If they ended that practice and moved 
to single-stream recycling, Clough es-
timated a loss of between $50,000 and 
$100,000 in annual revenue. 
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Two Towns Threaten To Pull Out 
Of Trash Co-op Over SSRBy Dana Hadley

Andover Town Administrator
The past year has been a challenge 

for our community to provide the ser-
vices that are needed and required. The 
past year’s economic conditions have 
been either the most diffi cult in our 
memory, or certainly the most diffi cult 
in a long time. I hope to address in this 
article resources to which families who 
are fi nding it more and more diffi cult to 
make ends meet can turn for help.

One resource is the Andover Food 
Pantry, located in the basement of the 
Andover Town Hall. There are no re-
cords kept of who uses the pantry or 
what is taken, and everyone is welcome 
to use the pantry when the building is 
open. This is made possible by the ef-
forts of the Andover Lions Club, The 
Andover Beacon, and many Andover 
citizens. 

We are fortunate to be served by 
the Community Action Program for 
Belknap and Merrimack Counties, with 
an offi ce in Franklin. They offer assis-
tance with a commodity supplemental 
food program; a congregate meal at the 
Franklin senior center; the meals-on-
wheels program; a fuel assistance pro-
gram; an electric assistance program; a 
women, infants, and children program; 
and family planning assistance. 

The Kearsarge Council on Aging’s 
Chapin Senior Center in New London 
has many services for the senior seg-
ment of our population, with various 
activities and a transportation program 
providing a way to give people a ride 
to get to a doctor appointment or other 
necessary errands. Perhaps one of the 
biggest advantages that it provides is an 
opportunity for social interaction which 
is especially good for folks who live 
alone. 

The Lake Sunapee Region VNA and 
Hospice, based in New London, gives 
many people the ability to remain in 
their homes and to have health needs 
met and monitored as well as providing 
hospice care. 

Are you concerned about being able 
to pay for prescriptions? Merrimack 
County offers a prescription discount 
card. By using this card there is an av-

erage savings of 20% to 50% on costs. 
Pick up your card at the Town Offi ce: 
look for the brochure table outside the 
Town Clerk’s offi ce, or ask one of us. 
You can start using it right away.

Speaking of health and well-being, 
there is the New Hampshire Healthy 
Kid program. This program provides 
health insurance for your children to 
age 18 at a greatly reduced cost which 
is based on family income. 

ServiceLink Resource Center can 
connect you to the resources you need 
for independent living and healthy ag-
ing. 

Stay Warm NH is a public/private 
partnership that can help you weather-
ize your home against the cold or help 
you pay your heating bills.

Those are some of the programs that 
are available to us. We also have anoth-
er link to resource information with the 
New Hampshire 211 program. You can 
access it by dialing 211. This is a free 
call from anywhere in New Hampshire. 
Or you can visit their Web site at 211NH.
org. 

Economists are now telling us that 
the economy is improving. I hope they 
are right, and I know it may take us a 
while before we are where we were, but 
in the meantime we need to remember 
that we are not alone. This is not a very 
happy subject for this time of year, but 
with these services, family, and friends 
it gives opportunities for solutions to 
these needs.
For More Information

Andover Food Pantry: visit the 
Andover Town Hall or call 735-5332

Community Action Program: 
www.BM-CAP.org, 225-3295

Kearsarge Council on Aging: Kear-
sargeCOA.com, 526-6368

Lake Sunapee Region VNA: Lake-
SunapeeVNA.org, 526-4077

Merrimack County Rx Discount 
Card: pick one up at the Town Offi ce

NH 211: 211NH.org, or just dial 211
NH Healthy Kids: NHHealthyKids.

com, (877) 464-2447
ServiceLink: ServiceLink.org, 866 

634-9412
Stay Warm NH: www.StayWarmNH.

org, or just dial 211

HELP FOR THOSE WHO NEED IT

AANDOVERNDOVER F FOODOOD P PANTRYANTRY
Food and Necessities for People in Need

sponsored by

The Andover Lions • The Andover Beacon

We need your donations of non-perishable staple foods 
and other necessities. (Please check expiration dates!)

The food pantry is located downstairs  at the Andover Town 
Hall and is open whenever the Town Hall is open. 

It’s self-service, no questions asked. Take what you need 
or drop off  what you can.

If you know someone in need, tell them about the pantry. 
If they are not comfortable going to the pantry themselves, 
for whatever reason, let a Lion or Beacon volunteer know – 

WE DELIVER!

NAPA
AUTOCARE
CENTER

Quality Automotive Service & Repair
Route 11 • Wilmot Flat • 526-4716 • WalkerAutomotiveInc.com

$20 OFF ANTIFREEZE FLUSH
WITH THIS AD – PLEASE CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

GET READY
FOR 

WINTER!

   BestPhotos@comcast.net


