
735-6099 Mail@AndoverBeacon.com 

be used with care while others shouldn t 
be used at all – at least not until your child 
is older, wiser, and less vulnerable.

Mistletoe and Jerusalem Cherry: 
Both of them can be deadly if eaten. Do 
not bring them into your home or let 
children play near them when visiting.

Holly: This plant is only slightly 
poisonous (large quantities must be 
consumed for a child to suffer serious 
consequences). It is wise to keep this 
out of a young child’s reach.

Poinsettia: This holiday beauty can 
cause local irritation to the mouth and per-
haps serious stomach upset if large quan-
tities are ingested. Keep out of reach.

Evergreens: A cut tree should be 
fresh and should be kept well-watered. 
Dried-out trees should be discarded to 
avoid a fi re hazard. Artifi cial trees don’t 
let you off the safety hook entirely. 
Choose one that is labeled fi re resistant. 
Never use electric lights on a metal-
lic tree. Regardless of the type of tree, 
pulling on a branch could lead to a child 
pulling down a tree.

Pine Needles: Sweep these up reg-
ularly and if possible, keep pine trees, 
wreaths and branches out of reach of 
babies and toddlers. Pine needles can 
cause a persistent croupy cough if they 
lodge in the trachea. Seek medical help 
if you suspect this.

Snow-Scene Paperweights: Al-
though the liquid inside these is not 
poisonous, once broken it can become 
contaminated with germs. Discard if 

before leaving the house or retiring at 
night. If you display them in a window 
be sure curtains are securely tied back.

Mini-Decorations: Very small 
tree ornaments, tree lights or any item 
smaller than the diameter of a toilet pa-
per tube (or with small parts that can be 
broken or pulled of) can cause chok-
ing. Only use them when you are sure a 
baby or toddler cannot get to them.

Tinsel, Glass, or Plastic Orna-
ments and Styrofoam: All of these are 
choking hazards. If a piece is bitten off, 
it can get stuck in the throat or depend-
ing on what the ornament is made of 
can cause internal bleeding.

Tree Preservatives: If you use these 
make sure a curious child can’t dip into 
a tree container for an unusual and un-
healthy snack.

Food and Drink: Every year hun-
dreds of young children are rushed to 
hospitals after downing a martini, beer, 
or cupful of eggnog or spiked punch 
left carelessly within their reach. Oth-
ers choke on olive, nuts, cocktail sau-
sages, etc. So play it safe when hosting 
a Christmas party. Be sure such items 
are not left around even briefl y on cof-
fee or end tables where even moderately 
active little hands can get to them.

With a little preparation, planning, 
and common sense, there’s no reason 
everyone can’t enjoy a beautiful, peace-
ful, and safe holiday season. May all 
the blessings of this holiday season be 
shared by all.

challenging to bring good people along 
and retain our experienced members.

A volley is a volunteer, a person with 
the attitude and desire to help his com-
munity and to use his life skills as a 
member of a great team.

“What do you expect, they’re only 
vollies.”

You know, I kind of like that.
Check Your Detectors

While the holiday season is a very 
special time, it is also a time of crammed 

activities. Please take some time to check 
your smoke and carbon monoxide detec-
tors. You will by now have closed your 
homes tight to the cold, and the heating 
appliances are on full blast. These life-
saving detectors are your fi rst and best 
line of defense against a holiday you 
would rather forget.

The only holiday gift we at the fi re 
station can offer you is that we are here 
and ready. We will not only try to do our 
best, we will also try to do it right. Our 
very best holiday wishes to everyone, 
from Your Volunteers.
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             IS A NEW HOME 
IN YOUR FUTURE?

I CAN HELP I CAN HELP 
MAKE THAT MAKE THAT 

DREAM COME DREAM COME 
TRUE...TRUE...

CALL ME!CALL ME!
JACKIE ADAMS, BROKERJACKIE ADAMS, BROKER
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