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By Becca Lance
Beacon staff

On Thursday, December 3, MVHS 
senior Curtis Blodgett from Andover 
was inducted into the National Art 
Honors Society (NAHS) at Merrimack 
Valley High School. NAHS is an extra-
curricular club that offers students an 
opportunity to exhibit their artwork in 
the school and community. Any sopho-
more, junior, or senior who maintains a 
B average in a semester-long art class is 
eligible for NAHS. 

The art faculty recommends stu-
dents based on leadership, character, 
and their love for art. The application 
process entails a paper on why the stu-
dent believes they should be accepted 
into this society and the submission of 
a piece of original art work that they 
believe is worthy of being accepted. 
This club is advised by Robin Denham 
and Erin Fitzgerald, who review the 
applications.

Curtis is currently taking Portfolio 
art class with Ms. Fitzgerald. His favor-
ite art medium, and the one he thinks 

Curtis Blodgett and the painted pic-
ture of a snowboarder that he sub-
mitted with his application to the Na-
tional Art Honors Society. 
 Photo: Becca Lance

he’s best at, is scratch board, because it 
is very different from other mediums. 
Although he is not sure what he will be 
majoring in next year in college, he en-
joys art very much. 

National Art Honors Society At 
MVHS Inducts Curtis Blodgett

By Kevin O’Brien
MVHS Athletics Administrator

The fall athletic season has come to a 
close. Overall, the fall was very produc-
tive. Many of our teams and individuals 
athletes reached goals that were set in 
the beginning of the 2009 season.
Golf

The team missed the tournament 
by one position. The players and coach 
were real pleased with our overall im-
provement. 
Field Hockey

After winning the State Champion-
ship last season and graduating 11 se-
niors, the team was able to bypass the 
“re-building” process and establish 
their own identity. They fi nished the 
season with a 12-5-1 record and lost to 
Hanover in the semi-fi nals. Elizabeth 
Stearns and Emily Laro both played on 
the varsity team, and Edie Corey, India 
Thompson, Chantel Caron, and Ash-
leigh Fife played on the junior varsity.
Girls Soccer

The team started the season with a 
new coach (Kyle Reed, math teacher at 
MVHS), and as the players became fa-
miliar with the coach and new system 
they became more productive on the 
fi eld. The team fi nished one position 
out of making the playoffs, but did win 
the most games the program has won in 
the past three seasons.
Boys Soccer

The boys program fi nished the sea-
son with a 12-5-1 record and lost in the 
quarter-fi nals to #1-ranked Hanover 
2-0. 

The boys and girls varsity and junior 
varsity soccer teams were only issued 
a total of one yellow card and no red 

cards. This is quite an accomplishment! 
It is not unusual for schools to have as 
many as 20 or more cards among their 
four teams.

Merrimack Valley High School 
served as a host site for the NHIAA 
Soccer Tournament for the seventh con-
secutive year.

On the junior varsity team this year 
were Brendan Coll, Adam Ellis, and 
Shrief Elmasry.
Football

The football team fi nished the season 
with a 4-5 record and an opportunity to 
qualify for the state tournament as we 
entered the last game of the season. The 
team did lose the last game to Hanover 
14-7 and did not make the playoffs. 

Playing on the varsity team were 
Henry Bendel, Jesse Coffey, and Nick 
Shaw. Dylan Howe played JV.
Boys and Girls Cross Country

The boys and girls cross country 
teams had another strong season, with 
the girls team fi nishing Class I State 
Runner Up to Hanover High School. 
Our team qualifi ed for the Meet of 
Champions held November 7 at Nashua 
High School. Greg Hewitt ran on the 
boys team.
Spirit

The Spirit team competed in two 
competitions: Bow High, and the Capi-
tol Area Invitationals. The team placed 
second in both competitions and com-
peted on November 8 at the state meet 
in Manchester at SNHU.

MVHS Fall Sports Wrap-up

By Eric Viandier
Proctor Science Teacher

You may have noticed on a cloud-
free sunny day that one lonely cloud 
hovers over Mount Kearsarge. Ragged 
Mountain seldom offers such meteo-
rological events, primarily because it 
is just not quite as high (2,250 feet for 
Ragged versus 2,937 feet for Kearsarge, 
roughly).

The cloud forms when the winds 
force the warmer humid air from the 
valley to ascend the slopes of Kearsarge, 
a process called orographic lifting. As 
the air rises, it meets less and less at-
mospheric pressure and expands. As it 
expands, it cools by adiabatic cooling. 
This is the same physical property you 
experience, for example, from a very 
cold spray escaping a pressurized can 
or the cold air from the valve while de-
fl ating a tire.

As the air cools, it eventually can 

reach its dew point, the temperature at 
which it is saturated with water vapor. If 
the air continues to rise and cools below 
its dew point, then condensation occurs: 
the water vapor, a gas, condenses into 
fi ne liquid water droplets in suspen-
sion in the air. Fog is forming, and the 
mountain top is in the cloud.

In the larger realm of orographic lift-
ing, the rate of cooling of the air ascend-
ing and expanding is 1 degree Celsius 
per 100 meters of elevation change.

For example, Andover is at roughly 
600 feet above sea level, and Kearsarge 
culminates at 2,937 feet. If the tem-
perature in Andover is 59 degrees with 
a dew point of 50 degrees and that air 
is rising over Kearsarge, a cloud could 
form on Kearsarge at an altitude of 
about 2,300 feet, leaving the top 600+ 
feet in the fog. 

The result? A sunny hike with no 
view at the top!

Andover Science Nuggets

Orographic lifting leads to adiabatic cooling, which puts Mount Kearsarge’s 
head in a cloud on a sunny day. Photo by: Eric  Viandier
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