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The New Hampshire Fish and Game Department spent a morning recently 
with the children of the East Andover Village Preschool, who learned about 
ice safety and ice fi shing.  Photo: Doreen Perreault

MVHS Principal Dr. Michael Jette 
(r) has been selected as the New 
Hampshire Secondary Principal of 
the Year. He is shown here accept-
ing his award from Governor John 
Lynch.

By Sandy Smith
Concord Monitor staff

From the January 20 Concord Monitor 
It was as sure a thing as frost heaves 

in February.
Kris Freeman, the 29-year-old from 

Andover, would be going to Vancouver 
for next month’s Winter Olympics.

After posting the best World Cup 

results of his career during the fi rst pe-
riod this season, all that was left was for 
Freeman to get the offi cial nod. That 
came yesterday, when the U.S. Ski and 
Snowboard Association unveiled its 
cross-country skiing Olympic team.

Freeman, Kikkan Randall, and To-
rin Koos each will be competing in 

Kris Freeman Earns Spot 
On Olympic Team

By John Kinney
President, Andover Rescue Squad, Inc.

Town Meeting this year will have 
a signifi cant impact on all residents of 
Andover. Everyone is urged to attend 
and vote on the issues. Of particular 
note will be warrant articles to deter-
mine if Andover will continue to have 
a responding ambulance to 911 emer-
gency medical calls.

In September 2009, an article pub-
lished in The Andover Beacon outlined 

the dire predicament that the Andover 
Rescue Squad (ARS) is now facing. In 
summary, expenses have risen precipi-
tously while donations have remained 
relatively fl at over the past few years. 
As a result, the Andover Rescue Squad 
will be bankrupt in about a year. 

At that point, the residents of 
Andover would no longer have an am-
bulance service responding to 911 calls 
for emergency medical service. Neigh-

Town Meeting To Consider 
Creating New EMS Department

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

It’s that time of year again – time for 
Andover residents, each of whom re-
ceives the Beacon in their mailbox each 
month at no charge, to make a voluntary 
contribution to help keep 
the Beacon going. 

The Andover Beacon is 
published by Community 
Publishing of Andover, 
Inc., a New Hampshire 
non-profi t corporation. 
We rely on voluntary do-
nations for about a third 
of the Beacon’s annual 
operating expenses.

Other than a salary for me and com-
missions for our ad salespeople, the 
Beacon is produced entirely by volun-
teers. But it still takes a budget of over 
$65,000 a year to bring the Beacon to 

every mailbox in Andover every month 
at no charge.

About two-thirds of our budget is 
covered by the approximately 100 ad-
vertisers you see in the Beacon every 
month. That leaves about a third of our 

annual budget that has 
to come from some-
where other than ads. 
Some comes from out-
of-town subscribers 
and gift subscriptions, 
but most of it has to 
come as voluntary do-
nations from the resi-
dents of Andover. 

Especially in tough 
economic times like these, it’s vital that 
the Beacon have solid fi nancial support 
from the community. Please “get a round 
tuit” right away and send in your enve-
lope or the coupon on page 2 today!

Please! Get A Round Tuit Today!

BEACON STARTS 
2010 FUNDRAISING

By Ed Hiller
Andover Budget Committee

The Andover Budget Committee has 
fi nalized its budget recommendations 
for 2010 to be presented to the voters at 
the annual meetings this March.

We have been very aware of the con-
tinuing economic diffi culties that many 
Andover taxpayers are facing. Andover’s 
taxpayers have faced steadily increasing 
tax bills over the last several years. In 
2008 a typical tax bill was up 11% over 
2007. In 2009 a typical tax bill was up 
another 6%. We have worked very hard 
with the Andover School Board and the 
Andover Board of Selectmen to mini-
mize the budget growth, and therefore 
the resulting tax rate.

The budgets to be presented to the 
voters at the town meetings this March 
are shown in the table on page 3. The 

budgeted amounts listed here are “net” 
budgets that omit so-called “pass-
through” expenditures, that is, those ex-
penses that are completely reimbursed 
by grant money or other sources of rev-
enue and therefore do not require any 
current year taxes for their funding.

The proposed budget for the Andover 
School District is down 1.1% from last 
year’s appropriation. The proposed budget 
for the Town is down 6.2% from last year.

The total net budget that we are 
recommending for 2010 is $5,687,983. 
Compared to the total net budgets ap-
propriated by the 2009 annual meetings 
of $5,817,061, this amounts to a decrease 
of $129,078 (-2.2%).
Tax Rate May Increase

Estimating the resulting tax rates is 
always very approximate because of the 

Proposed Budgets 
Down 1.1% For 2010

By Donald Gould
Chair, Andover School Board

By unanimous vote on January 19, 
the Andover School Board directed 
the Superintendent’s Offi ce to prepare 
a fi ve-year contract with First Student, 
Inc., for student transportation. The 
Board acted after major effort to estab-
lish competitive cost for the excellent 
quality and safety provided by the pres-
ent student transportation provider.

This effort began a year ago at the 
January 2009 School Board meeting, 
when the Board decided to seek com-
petitive bids for renewal of the student 
transportation contract. In March, the 
current contractor announced that his 
company would not seek a successor 
agreement. The Board then worked with 
SAU 46 staff to prepare a bid specifi ca-
tion and hold pre-bid conferences with 
potential contractors. 

Bids were opened in November, with 
the following being the apparent two 
lowest bidders of the four respondents. 
(Amounts shown are for the 2010/11 
school year.)

First Student: $214,201
JFE Transportation: $294,000
The current contract for this school 

year is for $204,000 plus $12,000 for 
the extra mid-day kindergarten run.

School Board Awards Bus 
Contract To First Student Inc.

See Budget  on page 3

See Contract  on page 4

See Kris  on page 38

See EMS  on page 9


