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At the public forum held on January 5, 
several attendees expressed their prefer-
ence for a local contractor and concerns 
about some worrisome incidents with 
a large out-of-town contractor. Others 
stated emphatically that the school bud-
get must see no increase next year.

First Student, Inc. transports over 
2.9 million students to and from school 
each day for more than 1,500 school 
systems in 39 states and eight Canadian 
provinces. As a partner in the transpor-
tation of Andover students, they would 
operate from a regional maintenance 
center in South Sutton, and they expect 
to locate buses in Andover.

Of the 55 school districts served by 
First Student in New Hampshire, calls 
were made to about 10 in the area. They 
all expressed favorable experience with 
the present area managers and the ser-
vice they provide.

All things being equal, the Board has 

favored contracts with local fi rms. How-
ever, in this case the cost is not equal. If 
the Board had not gone with the lowest 
bid, the difference would have resulted 
in a tax increase of approximately $60 
per year on an Andover property valued 
at $200,000. 

The Andover Budget Committee re-
quested that there be no increase in the 
school budget this year and will recom-
mend approval of a proposed budget 
decreased by 1.07%. The School Board 
must practice fi scal responsibility and 
assure the excellent quality and safety 
of student transportation that the resi-
dents are familiar with and expect. 

This Board, with the assistance of 
families, SAU 46 staff, and school ad-
ministration, will monitor the progress 
of First Student. We must review any 
changes to routes and the number of 
buses. We will continue to listen to the 
concerns of families, students, and the 
school administration. 

We feel once again challenged, but 
we can accomplish both goals – no in-
creased taxes, and safe, quality student 
transportation – with everyone’s help.

By Trent Spiner
Concord Monitor staff

From the January 22 Concord Monitor 
Amid concerns about the feasibility 

of a planned single stream recycling fa-
cility, Hopkinton and Webster said they 
are leaving the area’s largest trash co-
operative. [Andover is a member of this 
co-op.]

At a meeting [January 21] with the 
Concord Regional Solid Waste Coop-
erative, an attorney for the towns said 
they want to be released quickly – with-
in 60 days if possible.

But because none of the 27 munici-
palities within the co-op have tried to 
leave since it started in 1985, a commit-
tee was established to negotiate their 
withdrawal.

“(Our) intention is to be as coopera-
tive as possible while withdrawing from 
the cooperative,” said attorney Jonathan 
Peress.

At stake is a share of the $13 million 
set aside for landfi ll expansion that both 
towns have contributed to. When plans 
for the landfi ll expansion fi zzled, co-op 
offi cials began eyeing those funds to 
build a single-stream recycling facility 
in Penacook.

But Hopkinton and Webster said 
they want their money back because 
they never voted to authorize the new 
facility.

Last night, it was still unclear how 
much each town had in the pot, accord-
ing to Bill Herman, co-op chairman. He 
said the committee will meet in private 
with the towns to hammer out a pro-
posal, which will need to be voted on 
by the full co-op board and by residents 
in both towns.

Herman appointed himself to the 
committee along with Belmont Town 
Administrator Jeanne Beaudin and 
Laconia Public Works Director Paul 
Moynihan.

Hopkinton Board of Selectmen 
Chairman Tom Congoran said last 
night he hopes to have a deal ready 
for residents at this year’s [Hopkinton] 
town meeting in March. The deadline 
for selectmen to place a warrant on the 
ballot is in three weeks, according to 

Town Administrator Neal Cass.
As of yesterday, Hopkinton and 

Webster, which share a transfer station, 
did not have another contractor ready 
to haul their trash. But that won’t be a 
problem, according to Steve Clough, 
assistant director of public works in 
Hopkinton.

Clough said he’ll be able to fi nd a pri-
vate contractor at about the same price 
as the co-op, $62.10 per ton.

“We won’t make that decision until 
after we have an effective date to get 
out of the co-op,” he said. “We’ll work 
within whatever time frame is set, that’s 
not a problem. There is a trash market, 
there are options out there. We’re look-
ing at several different options, but 
that’s not obviously something we can 
speak about in public.”

Selectman Tom Mullins represented 
Webster at the meeting but did not speak 
and refused comment afterward.

About two dozen co-op members 
present last night voted unanimously to 
allow negotiations to begin. If a deal is 
reached, they will have to meet again in 
March.

Peress said the towns would reserve 
their legal rights in case a deal was not 
reached.

Before the discussion on withdrawal, 
co-op members were told 31 municipal-
ities would likely haul their recyclables 
to a single-stream facility if it was built. 
That represents 20,000 tons of the req-
uisite 25,000 tons needed to make the 
facility worthwhile.

New commitments include Belknap 
County for 300 tons per year, Newmar-
ket for 930 tons, and Stratham for 720 
tons a year, according to Jim Presher, 
the co-op’s director. He said co-op staff 
members are working to get other com-
munities with a combined 50,000 tons 
of recycling material each year to join 
the co-op as associate members. Those 
include Manchester for more than 
10,000 tons per year, Portsmouth for 
2,700 tons, and a short-term contract 
with Nashua for up to 8,900 tons.

Manchester is also planning to build 
a single-stream recycling facility.
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Discord Hits Trash Co-op As 
SSR Effort Reaches 80% Of Goal
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AFF
ORDABLE

41 Main Street
New London NH 03257

603-526-2955
www.lakesunapee.net

angeli@tds.net

SOLD

REDUCED PRIC
E

FANTASTIC
BUILDING LOT

Andover
$114,000

HALCYON HILL FARM
East Andover
with Views

NESTLED BY
HIGHLAND LAKE

East Andover
$299,000

629 West Main Street • Tilton NH 03276

Juanita'sJuanita's AUTO
603-286-4900

eurasian autoworks ltd.
Complete Import and Domestic Repairs

www.eurasianautoworks.com
603-286-8633

Quality Pre-Owned Toyotas, Hondas & Subarus

mr. steam mr. steam 
&& son  son 
servicesservices

CULVERT & PIPE
THAWING!

Tile & Grout Cleaning
Complete Building Maintenance
Interior Painting • Cordwood

735-5800 • 526-8368
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