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By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

If you’re looking for help preparing 
your federal income tax return this year, 
there are two no-cost local programs 
you should consider.
AARP Tax Aides Program

The AARP Tax Aides Program is 
the nation’s largest volunteer-run tax 
assistance and preparation service. 
The service is free of charge for low 
and moderate income people and for 
the elderly. 

Lake Sunapee Bank branches in 
Andover and New London donate use 
of their conference rooms to the pro-
gram, so you’ll have a convenient, pri-
vate place to meet with a tax aide. Each 
aide has been through training and 
passed a test and can help you with both 
your federal and state tax returns. The 
service includes free e-fi ling.

The program runs from February 1 
through April 15. To schedule an ap-
pointment, call the Lake Sunapee Bank 
offi ce in Andover at 735-5923 (or call 
the New London branch if you’d rather 
have your appointment there). 

An AARP Tax Aide team also oper-
ates out of the TRIP Center at 22 Canal 
Street in Franklin. Call 934-4151 for an 
appointment on a Monday or Wednes-
day through April 15. 
Franklin and Hill

The Franklin Asset Building Co-
alition sponsors free tax preparation 
at locations in Franklin and Hill. IRS-
certifi ed volunteers provide the tax 
preparation, particularly for families 
that qualify for the Earned Income Tax 
Credit.

Appointments are being scheduled 
for the Casey Family Services Fam-
ily Resource Center at the Franklin 
Middle School for Saturdays, Janu-
ary 23 through February 27, from 9 
AM to 3 PM; for Tuesday, March 2, 
and Friday, March 12, from 3 PM to 7 
PM; and for Thursday, April 15, from 
10 AM to 5 PM.

Appointments are also being sched-
uled for the Jennie Blake Elementary 
School in Hill for Mondays, February 1 
and 8, from 3 PM to 6 PM.

For more information, or to make an 
appointment, call 934-3315.

Get Help With Tax Preparation

Get Ready To Vote In 2010!
By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

Town Meeting Day is coming up on 
Tuesday, March 9, and with it comes 
your chance to elect Town and School 
District offi cers.

If you’re not registered to vote, it’s 
quick and easy. If you’ll be out of town 
or homebound on voting day, casting 
an absentee vote is also easy. There’s no 
excuse not to vote.

The information below is taken al-
most verbatim from the New Hamp-
shire Secretary of State’s Election Di-
vision Web site. The easiest way to get 
there is via the Voting In NH link at 
AndoverBeacon.com.

For more information about regis-
tering or voting, contact Marj Roy, our 
Town Clerk, at 735-5332.
Who Can Register

New Hampshire residents who will 
be 18 years of age or older on election 
day, and a United States Citizen, may 
register with the town or city clerk 
where they live up to 10 days before any 
election. You may also register on elec-
tion day at the polling place. The Town 
Clerk’s offi ce can inform voters of what 
proof of qualifi cation they should bring 
to register.

There is no minimum period of time 
you are required to have lived in the 
state before being allowed to register. 
You may register as soon as you move 
into your new community.
How To Register

Apply to your Town Clerk’s offi ce. 
You will be required to fi ll out a stan-
dard voter registration form and will be 
required to show proof of age, citizen-
ship, and domicile.

Qualifi ed individuals may also reg-
ister to vote at the polling place on Elec-

tion Day at all elections. You will be 
asked to show proof of age, citizenship, 
and domicile.
Absentee Registration

If you meet the state’s voter require-
ments and qualifi cations and are unable 
to register in person because of physical 
disability, religious beliefs, military ser-
vice, or because of temporary absence, 
you may register by mail. You should 
request an absentee voter registration 
affi davit and a standard voter registra-
tion form from your town clerk.

The absentee voter registration affi da-
vit must be witnessed and then both the 
affi davit and the voter registration form 
are to be returned to your Town Clerk.
Absentee Ballots

In New Hampshire, voting by mail 
with an absentee ballot is limited to a 
person who is:

Unable to vote in person because • 
they cannot appear in public on elec-
tion day because of their observance 
of a religious commitment, or
Unable to vote in person by reason • 
of physical disability, or
Planning to be absent from the • 
town where they are eligible to vote 
on the day of the election.

If you meet any one of those three 
requirements, then an absentee ballot is 
available from your Town Clerk 30 days 
prior to an election. Submit a request in 
writing to Marj Roy, Town Clerk, PO 
Box 61, Andover 03216

Your request must include your 
name, local address, mailing address (if 
different), and your signature.

Town clerks may accept completed 
absentee ballots submitted in person 
until 5 PM the day before an election or 
until 5 PM on election day if received 
through the mail.

school bus contract, I am concerned to 
know that First Student is a possible can-
didate for student transportation. As a 
teacher in the Kearsarge District, I know 
about First Student. They used to trans-
port the students in that district, but we 
had so many problems that relationship 
was terminated. It was not only driver is-
sues but also administration issues.

Knowing that First Student could 
possibly be entrusted with the safety of 
our Andover students really concerns 
me. I don’t want to have to worry about 
my child’s safety on the bus. 

Andover parents and students alike 
deserve the best, responsible transpor-
tation company to carry our precious 
cargo – our kids. I don’t think First Stu-
dent fi ts the bill. Don’t make the same 
mistake Kearsarge made – but rather, 
learn from their actions. First Student 
should not get our transportation con-
tract for the students of Andover.

Sincerely,
Lauren Duquette

I would like to know if others, like 
me, would like to participate in 

a Green Exchange. Those wishing 
to share would submit items with 
their phone numbers to some local 
sponsoring organization. Those with 
needs would submit them with phone 
number. 

An addition to the monthly summer 
swap, a Green Exchange would build a 
sense of community, helping struggling 
families and individuals, teaching chil-
dren about sharing and recycling, while 
connecting those participating. 

Responses are appreciated.
Carmelita Moe
283-7003
cymoe@comcast.net

I attended the January 13 Andover 
Budget Committee public meeting. 

There were some very interesting ideas, 
comments, and information presented 
on how to cut the 2010 Town budget.

1. Try to fi nd a way to collect the 
thousands of dollars due to the Town on 
tax lien property since 2007. To me, this 
shows how hard it is for some people to 
make ends meet fi nancially today.

2. Take away the Conservation Com-
mission’s Current Use entitlements. 
This is not a very good option. This 
saved open space and the Hersey farm 
from development.

3. Take away the veterans’ tax credit 
that we have in place now. Thank you, 
veterans, for all that you have done for 
us over the years.

My thoughts on cutting the budget:
How about electing some new mem-

bers to the Budget Committee who do 
not think this way? Let’s get to work, 
Budget Committee and Selectmen! 
Sharpen up your pencils and give us a 
budget that we can afford.

Think again about the highway bud-
get, the Transfer Station budget, and the 
Town administration budget. I like the 
saying by the Recycling Committee: 
Let’s recycle and save the town some 
money.

Peter Zak
Former Andover Selectman

I am a resident of Andover, and my 
children have taken the bus to both 

the elementary school and high school. 
I have always believed them to be in the 
best care with the drivers looking out for 
them. I know we are fortunate to have 
such great drivers and a professional and 
responsible bus company in Andover.

Now, as I follow the situation with our 
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