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By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

I hope you’ve heard by now that the 
Beacon is produced almost entirely 
by volunteers, and that this important 
community project is always in need 
of more help. In return, we offer the 
chance to work on something important 
that benefi ts the whole community. 

Since much of what we do is done on 
computers, we’re also happy to help you 
acquire new computer skills, which can 
be valuable if you’re in the job market 
or satisfying if you use a computer at 
home.

Whatever your reason for wanting 
to help out at the Beacon, I hope you’ll 
act on that impulse! The doldrums of 
winter are a great time to learn some-
thing new and meet new people at the 
Beacon’s offi ce in the basement of the 
Town Hall, so give me a call and we can 
talk about what you might enjoy help-
ing out with.
Cleaning Article Files

There are many different opportuni-
ties to learn and help at the Beacon, but 
one of the more pressing areas in which 
we need help is in cleaning up article 
fi les that are e-mailed to us. We re-
ceive articles in many different formats, 
typed in many different styles, and they 

all need to be “cleaned up” – and by that 
I mean converted to Microsoft Word 
and reformatted into a generic, reader-
friendly format.

If you’d like to learn to handle e-mail 
attachments, use Styles in Word, and 
work with fi les and folders in Windows, 
this would be a great opportunity to do 
so. Or if you’re already expert in such 
matters, that would work, too!
Kids Activities

If you’d rather work with people than 
with computers, I’d love to have your 
help in corralling information from all 
of Andover’s kid-centric organizations 
– preschools, daycare, scouts, church 
groups, and the like – so that every 
month in the Beacon we provide our 
readers with a good view of what our 
Andover kids are doing.

This isn’t about writing or taking pic-
tures yourself (though you’re certainly 
welcome to). It’s about being in touch 
every month with all the adult leaders 
of these kid-centric organizations and 
motivating them to provide articles and/
or photos for the Beacon to publish.

If you’d like to learn more about 
these or any other volunteer opportuni-
ties at the Beacon, please give me a call 
at 735-6099. I’d be happy to chat with 
you!

BeaconBeacon Needs Volunteers  Needs Volunteers 

By Janet Moore
Andover Recycling Committee

On December 5, the Recycling Com-
mittee sponsored its second annual 
swap shop of “giftables” in the AE/MS 
gym. The Committee received many, 
many worthy donations, from sleds to 
clothing and everything in between, in-
cluding tons of Christmas decorations. 
They shared space with the school’s 
wreath-making workshop, a dedicated 
group of elves who generously offered 
to share their stash of donuts and coffee 
for the duration.

Thank you, Susan and Nan and 
Vicky and all the Recyclers, for setting 
up, dispersing and taking down. And a 
big thanks to all who left cash donations 
to ensure everyone in town could afford 

a happy Christmas. Andover residents 
went home with boxes and bags full of 
toys, offi ce supplies, housewares, out-
door and indoor apparel, and, yes, lots 
of holiday decorations.

So come one, come all, next Decem-
ber! Save the out-growns, but not the 
worn-outs; put aside the shiny but ne-
glected toys; box up the dishes you’ve 
just replaced; and bring in the blankets 
that Aunt Esmerelda gave you this year, 
forgetting you no longer had any twin 
beds in the house. Cart your stuff in and 
allow your grateful neighbors to take it 
home. 

Why, this year, we even had a bi-
cycle, a stroller, a computer table, and 
skates! And don’t forget to order that 
wreath!

Andover Recycling Committee
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