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By Jon Warzocha
Vice-Chair, Andover Planning Board

There’s been much talk in the news 
lately about the “green” energy revolu-
tion that is overtaking us. Due to our 
less-than-ideal climate, solar has yet to 
make signifi cant inroads in New Hamp-
shire. However, we are fortunate in that 
our hilly terrain provides a great oppor-
tunity for harnessing wind power. One 
large-scale commercial wind project 
was recently constructed in the state, 
and several more are in the planning 
and design stages. 

There has also been a signifi cant 
increase in interest by individual hom-
eowners in small wind turbines to sup-
plement, or in some cases replace, grid 
power for their homes.

As small wind power systems have 
only recently become economically vi-
able to the average homeowner, our ex-
isting zoning regulations do not address 
these systems. Homeowners currently 
wishing to install small wind generation 
systems are faced with vague language 
in our existing zoning regulations and 
no procedure to follow for local permit-
ting of these systems.

In late 2008, the New Hampshire Of-
fi ce of Energy and Planning published 
a draft ordinance specifi cally address-
ing small wind power systems. Fol-
lowing the draft ordinance, small wind 

power systems are defi ned as those that 
produce less than 100 kilowatts and are 
constructed primarily for on-site con-
sumption of the power generated by the 
system. The draft ordinance provides 
clear, concise guidelines to follow for 
permitting small wind energy systems, 
including guidelines for wind turbine di-
mensions, property line setbacks, noise, 
color, and abandonment procedures.

The Andover Planning Board is cur-
rently working on modifying the draft 
ordinance with the goal of providing, 
simple local review and approval process 
for siting small wind power systems that 
still offers opportunities to address abut-
ter concerns and help protect our rural 
character. After appropriate public hear-
ings, the revised ordinance will go to the 
voters at Town Meeting in March.

The proposed ordinance would not 
apply to large scale wind projects. Those 
would still be required to follow the ex-
isting Site Plan Review requirements. 

Anyone interested in the ordinance 
or with questions regarding its applica-
tion is encouraged to attend an upcom-
ing Planning Board meeting. Informa-
tion on wind resources can be found 
on both the Offi ce of Energy and Plan-
ning’s Web site at NH.gov/oep and on 
the US Department of Energy’s Wind 
Powering America Web site at Wind-
PoweringAmerica.gov.

Planning Board Proposes 
Ordinance For Small Wind Power

By Paul Currier
Chair, MPUC Committee

At its December 22 meeting, Eric 
Johnson, Andover Planning Board 
chairperson, received the draft Master 
Plan update from Paul Currier, the Mas-
ter Plan Update Committee chairperson. 
This is the culmination of more than fi ve 
years of work by the dedicated Andover 
citizens who served on the committee, 
with input from many more. 

In the coming months, the Planning 
Board will review the draft; hold hearings 
on it as required by law; make appropri-
ate edits, changes, and additions; and ulti-
mately adopt an updated Master Plan. The 
new plan, an update to the 1992 Master 
Plan, will guide Andover’s land use plan-
ning and ordinances in the 21st century.

Under state law, it is the responsibil-
ity of the Planning Board “to prepare 
and amend from time to time a mas-
ter plan to guide the development of 
the municipality.” The Master Plan is 
critical to Andover’s future. State law 
describes its purpose: “to set down as 
clearly and practically as possible the 
best and most appropriate future devel-
opment…” for Andover.

Since its formation at the request of the 
Planning Board in November of 2004, 
the Master Plan Update Committee has 
done its best to understand and write 
down a vision and recommendations for 

Andover’s future development. We have 
prepared a buildout analysis, conducted 
a town-wide survey, hosted a town-wide 
visioning session, consulted with Lakes 
Region Planning Commission, and host-
ed a meeting on future land use. 

The result of all this, and of many 
hours spent by committee volunteers 
since 2004, is a draft Master Plan that 
incorporates, as best the Committee 
can, the aspirations and ideas of the 
people of Andover for its future de-
velopment. You can go to the Town of 
Andover Web site at AndoverNHus.com 
to download the draft Plan.

What’s next? In coming months, the 
Planning Board will review, revise, and 
ultimately adopt the Master Plan. Mas-
ter Plans do not require a Town Meeting 
vote, but the Planning Board must hold 
hearings and get public input on the plan 
they propose to adopt. Keep watching the 
Beacon for hearing dates and schedules. 

The Planning Board sends a huge 
“Thank You!” to all who served on the 
Master Plan Update Committee and to 
all who helped the committee by at-
tending meetings and responding to the 
town-wide survey. The Committee’s 
work is done, but Andover residents 
have an opportunity to review the draft 
Master Plan and share your ideas with 
the Planning Board as it moves forward 
to adopt an updated Master Plan.

PLANNING BOARD RECEIVES 
MASTER PLAN UPDATE

 

SSaturday, February 13th  
TThe Valentine Event for the Entire Family 

Warner’s Famous Scavenger Hunt Bingo! 10:00AM—4:00PM 

 See local retailers for free bingo card, full schedule of events & Chocolate!     
 

��Yoga For The Heart �Ballroom & Hip-Hop Dance Workshops  �  
Chinese New Year Crafts ��Family Dinner � Artisans ��Bradford Bog People ��

  
Ballroom Dance 7:00PM—10:00PM  

Warner Town Hall - $10/person 
All events are free except dinner and evening dance.   

 

PPlease visit 
wwww.kearsargechamber.org for 
ffull schedule and information.    

����� 


