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By Charlie Darling
Andover Cable TV Channel 8

While the cable TV cable runs by 
most houses in Andover, our commu-
nity access cable channel, Channel 8, is 
only available in about half the homes 
in Andover. The rest of the homes have 
chosen satellite or some other alterna-
tive to cable, and Channel 8 is only 
available via cable.

In order to serve the whole commu-
nity, not just the half that has chosen 
cable, the Andover Cable TV Advisory 
Committee has been working for well 
over a year to get Channel 8’s locally-
produced programs – School Board 
meetings, public hearings, school con-
certs, public events, lectures, and the like 
– available on the Internet. That won’t 
get us into every home in Andover, but 
it will make our local programs avail-
able in most homes plus in the libraries, 
the Town Hall, and the school.

Finally, the tools and the technology 
have matured to the point where we’ve 
made a choice, so starting this month 
we hope to be making locally-produced 
programs available on the Web. Be-
sides reaching all the Web-capable sites 
around town, this new undertaking will 
also allow people to watch a School 
Board meeting, for example, when they 
want to watch it, rather than at the spe-
cifi c days and hours that it happens to 
play on Channel 8. Or they may choose 
to watch it from their offi ce in Concord; 
on their iPhone in Boston; or from their 
winter home in Florida.
Videos On The Web

Once everything is working, here’s 
how you’ll watch an Andover video on 

the Web:
Go to the Town Web site at AndoverN-

Hus.com. Click on the “Town TV” link in 
the list of options that runs across the page.

On the Town TV page you’ll see 
this week’s programming schedule for 
Channel 8, and below that a link to 
“Andover Videos on the Web.” Click 
that link to see the list of videos that are 
currently available.

When you visit that page you may 
notice there are no videos of kids’ activ-
ities at AE/MS. The School Board and 
the administration is looking at their 
current policies before deciding wheth-
er or not it’s OK for us to post videos of 
school concerts, etc. on the Web.
Volunteers Needed!

In the last six months we’ve added 
two exciting new capabilities to Chan-
nel 8: videos on the Web, and the weekly 
calendar of scheduled programs you’ll 
fi nd on the Town TV page of the Town 
Web site at AndoverNHus.com. With 
those two new responsibilities on our 
plate, we’re looking for new volunteers 
to help us keep up.

If you could help out for even just an 
hour a week, that would be a big help. 
We can teach you to do whatever it is 
you might enjoy, from videotaping to 
video editing to programming to updat-
ing the Bulletin Board to maintaining 
the program calendar to posting videos 
on the Web to keeping all the hardware 
and software working. Whatever inter-
ests you is what we’ll help you do!

Please call me at 735-6099 for more 
information, or stop by – we’re in the 
basement of the Town Hall, right next to 
the Food Pantry and the Beacon offi ce.

Andover Cable TV
From the Andover School District 
Offi ce

In an ever-changing world, parents, 
educators, and students are fi nding 
that the one-size-fi ts-all style of educa-
tion just doesn’t work for all students. 
Sometimes there are students who 
need alternatives to be successful in 
achieving a high school diploma. 

CSI Charter School, located in 
Penacook has been offering one al-
ternative to students since it opened 
in 2007. With the support of the 
Merrimack Valley School District vot-
ers, CSI (which stands for Competen-
cies, Skills, and Interests) received its 
charter from the New Hampshire De-
partment of Education in February of 
2007 and opened its doors the follow-
ing September. 

CSI is an “open enrollment” char-
ter school, meaning that by law any 
student in New Hampshire who quali-
fi es can attend. The fi rst fall, 21 for-
mer Merrimack Valley High School 
students enrolled, and the following 
spring 17 graduated from the dis-
trict-sponsored, state-approved high 
school.

Since then the student profi le has 
evolved to include highly motivated 
students between the ages of 16 and 
20 who have earned a minimum of 10 
high school credits. The school contin-
ues to grow, with 22 students graduat-
ing in June 2009 and 44 students en-
rolling this fall.

What makes CSI different from a 
traditional high school? CSI is a com-
petency-based program that eliminates 
the need for credit hours and seat time. 
The competencies are based on state 
standards and can be earned through 

a variety of methods that are designed 
to meet the individual needs of each 
learner. 

The school is open three days a 
week, three hours in the morning and 
three hours in the evening. This fl ex-
ible schedule allows students to work 
full time and still go to school. CSI has 
a strong partnership with NHTI and al-
lows students the opportunity to apply 
for scholarship funds and earn college 
credit while meeting competencies.

Students and coaches partner to 
develop individualized programs for 
each student. Programs are varied and 
coaches employ a variety of instruc-
tional methods to help students com-
plete competencies. Projects are devel-
oped, topics are discussed, and on-line 
learning is available. 

CSI coaches help students along 
each step of the way. All of the coach-
es have taught at least 20 years in pub-
lic education and have retired from 
Merrimack Valley High School. Each 
of them is committed to individual-
izing the educational experience of 
students by utilizing their skills and 
interests. 

CSI students must submit an ap-
plication and complete an interview 
before they are accepted. They must 
demonstrate a high level of motivation 
as well as the ability to work indepen-
dently and work hard. Many students 
have found that with the individual-
ized program they are able to focus on 
their work rather than being distracted 
as in a traditional school.

For more information on CSI, con-
tact Paulette Fitzgerald, Program Di-
rector, in Penacook at 753-0199 or 
PFitzgerald@mv.k12.nh.us.

Charter School Offers 
An Alternative Route

CARPET • VINYL • TILE • HARDWOOD • LAMINATE

231 NH Route 11,Wilmot, NH 03287 • 603.526.2600

All Carpet, Vinyl and Tile 20% off!
Ends February 27, 2010

Hand Made! • Solid Wood!
• FURNITURE •

Always Below Cost!
Gimpy’s 

Workshop
252 Switch Road, Andover

“Mike’s Hobby Means Savings To You”

Kearsarge Unitar ian 
Universal ist Fel lowship

Reverend William E. Nelson, Minister
Stone Chapel of Proctor Academy, Andover

11 AM Worship
526-8213 • kuufnh.org

Vo l u n t e e r !
Please do your part to keep our community going strong.


