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By Nancy Tripp
Andover Historical Society

I joined the Andover Historical Soci-
ety because a friend of mine asked me 
to help out with the big fair they hold in 
August down by the Potter Place Rail-
road Station. I had no idea what I was 
getting into, and frankly, I didn’t have 
much interest in the history of Andover. 
I’ve been a member of the Society for 
about a year now, and I’ve changed my 
tune.

One thinks of these groups as a 
bunch of older folks who have lived in 
town all of their lives and maybe like 
to think about “the good old days” and 
wish things weren’t changing as much 
or as fast as they are. But that’s not the 
truth. 

These are people of various ages 
who love Andover and who contribute 
their time and energy to preserve its 
uniqueness. They choose to accept re-
sponsibility for the maintenance of our 
town’s integrity and character. They 
keep the old stories alive, maintain the 
historic buildings, and acquire artifacts 
that represent the town’s past. 

They are people who are willing to 
shoulder the heavy tarps, poles, and ta-
bles for the fairs, make the phone calls 
to gather support, write articles for the 
local papers, and interview and record 
some of the older residents to learn 
about life in olden times. They bake and 
sew and paint and clean. They drive and 
haul. 

These are people who understand 
that a community is a tapestry held to-
gether by the threads of its members’ 
experiences, and these experiences are 
our stories.
Why History?

But why history? Why is it so impor-
tant? I found this quote which I think 
sums it up, for me at least.

You can’t walk alone. Many have 
given the illusion, but none have really 
walked alone. Man is not made that 
way. Each man is bedded in his people, 
their history, their culture, and their 
values. – Peter Abrahams

So it seems if we are to make deci-
sions that benefi t our community, we 
must know from whence we come. We 
must understand the hardships and vic-
tories of our ancestors, know the solu-
tions they found for problems not so 
dissimilar to ours, and how they stayed 
banded together to steer the ship called 
Andover through the winds of change 
in a direction that benefi ted its residents 
and future generations.

And wouldn’t you know? The 

Andover Historical Society has a fasci-
nating new publication to help you learn 
just that information. Reminiscences of 
People and Events in East Andover is 
now available. This 265-page publica-
tion is a collection of 106 original ar-
ticles written by Frank Joseph Brown 
in 1898 through 1900. The articles con-
cern events and people in East Andover 
in the 1850s and ‘60s. 

John B. Wadleigh, Brown’s brother-
in-law, pasted the articles in a scrap-
book, and Pat Cutter, Andover His-
torical Society’s president, transcribed 
them last winter. Ed Hiller created the 
index, and Marilyn Gould helped with 
proofreading. It is for sale for $25, and 
copies may be obtained by contacting 
Pat Cutter at WCutter@tds.net.

Another fascinating way to dig into 
our town’s history is to listen to the 
tapes and CDs that capture 25 years of 
oral history and that will be available 
at the Andover libraries on February 1. 
(See the article on page 20 for more on 
this subject.)
Visit The Museum

This summer, bring your family and 
friends to the museum and store in Pot-
ter Place. In the store is a remarkable col-
lection of everyday objects used by our 
ancestors. It’s a “hands-on” museum, so 
the kids will have a ball handling the ar-
tifacts. (So will you!) The Railroad Mu-
seum’s theme this year will be “Bygone 
Schools.” Summer hours are Saturdays 
from 10 AM to 3 PM and Sundays from 
1 PM to 3 PM.

Your support of the Society’s mis-
sion can take many forms. Financial 
support is always needed and deeply 
appreciated. We are still raising money 
towards painting the freight car.

We also need donations of the fol-
lowing items for the Tucker Mountain 
Schoolhouse:

Two old roll-up window shades • 
(light colored)
Old school rulers• 
Seven or eight feet of eight-inch • 
stove pipe
A small stack of cordwood cut • 
stove-length to have on exhibit
Any other 1800s period school sup-• 
plies

How about joining the Andover His-
torical Society? Here’s the Web site: An-
doverHistory.org. Membership informa-
tion: Individual $10, Family $25, Donor 
$50, Life member $200 per person, 
$350 per couple. The mailing address 
is Andover Historical Society, PO Box 
167, Andover 03216.

We hope to see you soon.

Andover Historical SocietyAndover Historical Society
Reconnecting to Andover

This has been a remarkable and heartwarming week for me. 
After 47 years (I lived in Andover for fi ve years, leaving in ‘62), 
I heard from Cynthia (Phelps) Alley, my classmate back in those 
days – thanks to Facebook.com! Now I’ve reconnected with Andy 
Hatt, Nancy Burney Rondeau, Frank Richards, and Jim Alley. I 
hope that’s only the beginning. 

My three years in the two-room schoolhouse in East Andover 
were idyllic and indelible. I’ve shared stories of those three years 
with friends throughout the course of my life, and everyone loves 
the notion of attending a two-room. Few of us have the experi-
ence. 

Our class of 25 kids was the largest in the history of the town 
(at that time). We came from Andover, East Andover, and Pot-
ter Place (where we used to jump off the covered bridge into the 
Blackwater; my initials are still carved there!) Now, I’m catching 
up on a half-century of memories with my former classmates and 
friends, and all I can say is: this is the true stuff of life. 

If anyone else in that class wants to connect, I’m at WollmerS@
yahoo.com.

Steve Wollmer
Langhorne, Pennsylvania

O n this cold winter day,
   he decided he wanted to stay.

W oodcrest Village is the place to be. Whether you need a 
place to hang your hat, someone to put on your scarf or 

simply, a deliciously cooked meal. You will fi nd the support and care 
you need – whenever you need it. 

Come to Woodcrest Village and you’ll know why you’ll want to stay.

The beautiful grounds were covered in snow, 
the picturesque setting felt like home, 

and laughter  lled the air.

Assisted Living in a Gracious Village Setting
356 Main Street, New London, NH 03257

(603) 526-2300  www.woodcrestvillage.com

WV-164-DA AB Winter Ad.indd 1 11/13/07 9:36:56 AM

Process Black

KKEKKE
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Keith Kellogg - Electrician
Electrical Craftsmanship for the Residence or Business

Highest Quality Work
• New Construction
• Additions
• Remodeling

• Power Panel Upgrades
• Wiring Upgrades
• Hard-Wired Smoke Detectors

References Proudly Furnished Upon Request

Gift 
Certifi cates 

Available
Give a gift of good taste.

735-5099
Serving Breakfast & Lunch
Wednesday thru Sunday

5 am to 3 pm


