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By Rich Gross
Andover Fish and Game Club

The Andover Fish and Game Club 
is sponsoring its 27th Annual Willis 
Nowell Memorial Kids’ Ice Fishing 
Derby at Eagle Pond in Wilmot off 
Route 4. The Derby is for kids 15 and 
under. 

Registration starts at 9 AM, and the 
Derby runs from 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM. 

Willis Nowell Memorial Ice 
Fishing Derby On February 20

The Derby will be held on Saturday, 
February 20, with a bad weather date 
of Sunday, February 21. Tackle will be 
provided. 

There will be plenty of free food 
and drink along with lucky prizes, rib-
bons, and trophies that will be awarded. 
Please join us for a fun time. If you have 
any questions, call 735-5311.

By Chuck Will
Proctor Academy

The public is invited to enjoy an eve-
ning of skiing at Proctor’s Blackwater 
Ski Area on Saturday, February 6, from 
6 to 9 PM. This annual celebration of 
the Blackwater offers a hearty dinner, 

warm fi res indoors and out, and great 
skiing under the lights, all for free! 

Check out new improvements to the 
race trail – it has been widened! 

One request: please let us know 
you’re coming as soon as possible by 
calling Valerie Ferris at 735-6215.

BLACKWATER SKI CELEBRATION

By Heather Rogers
Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust

Passing by the Hersey Family Farm 
in East Andover in January, it appears 
to be a quiet time on the farm. This 
year, more than other years, is in fact a 
busy time on the farm.

As with any other year, Jerry Hersey 
is carefully stewarding his land and tend-
ing his herd inside the big barn on the 
south side of Route 11. What sets this year 
apart from most years is that many other 
stewards of this land have come together 
to ensure the land remains available to 
farm, carrying the Hersey family tradi-
tion forward for generations to come.

The majority of the farm was con-
served with a conservation easement in 
2007, when an alliance of the Hersey 

family, local citizens, conservation or-
ganizations, and town and federal gov-
ernment worked together to purchase 
an easement on 268 acres of the Hersey 
farm. The same group is working this 
year to conserve the remaining 55 acres 
of the farm – ensuring the entire farm 
will remain undeveloped and available 
for agriculture and forestry.

This alliance has reached 95% of its 
goal to raise $165,000 towards purchase 
of the 55-acre conservation easement. 
The group is looking to raise the fi nal 
$7,300 with the generous support of the 
local community.

If you would like to learn more 
about the project, please contact 
Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation 
Trust at 526-6555.

Fundraising For Hersey 
Easement Nearly Complete

January 20
Present: Alex Bernhard, Steve Dar-

ling, Myra Mayman, Bob Ward
Next Meeting: Wednesday, February 17
The meeting started informally 

with a discussion about expanding our 
Web site with a section on rail trail eti-
quette. Steve will review our Web site 
and come with a recommendation for 
our next meeting. Alex reported that 
the state Trail Advisory Committee is 
developing a general guide to trail eti-
quette, which we might want to adopt. 
Our focus is on safety, to ensure enjoy-
ment by all.

The meeting was called to order. 
Steve gave the Treasurer’s Report, 
which was reassuring. We are within 
$10,000 of fulfi lling our match require-
ment ($69,646) for the Transportation 
Enhancement (TE) project to take the 
rail trail to Danbury. 

Alex read a report from Craig Heim 
on foundation fundraising for the TE 
project. We recently received $1,000 
from the Brundage Foundation. In ad-
dition, Craig has three applications 
pending.

Steve reported that the Web site is ex-
periencing no problems. He and Heather 
Turner were praised for their good work 
to keep the Web site up to date. Peter 
Southworth recently sent photos, which 
Steve has added to the site.

Alex reported that he is working on 
an agreement with the Bureau of Rails 
and Transit of the New Hampshire De-
partment of Transportation, owner of 
the rail trail, for the TE project. This is 

the last major offi cial approval required. 
Alex noted, however, that obtaining this 
approval could prove diffi cult.

Charles Martin has submitted an 
excellent application to the state’s Trail 
Bureau for a sixth Recreational Trails 
Program of $25,000. He received excel-
lent letters of support from Franklin or-
ganizations. This proposal is to extend 
the Rail Trail about another two miles 
from Chance Pond Road at Webster 
Lake to West Franklin. 

The Action Items were reviewed; an 
impressive number have been complet-
ed. We are still looking for people from 
Franklin to become involved.

Regarding maintenance, Alex re-
ported that Peter Southworth has post-
ed new trail usage signs between Potter 
Place and Switch Road. He also said 
that Selectman Jake Jacobs was most 
helpful in solving the drainage design 
problems at Valley Road. His involve-
ment was appreciated.

Upcoming meetings and events in-
clude:

Bob will staff the FNRT-MC table at 
the Danbury Farmers’ Market on Satur-
day, March 6.

Everyone was invited – encouraged 
– to attend the Thursday’s Child dinner 
at Rockwell’s at the New London Inn 
on April 8.

On June 5, National Trails Day, Me-
lissa Rizzo of Franklin Regional Hos-
pital will organize a walk from Chance 
Pond Road toward Andover at 9 AM. 
At 10 AM a Rail Trail work project will 
commence.

Friends  of the Northern Rail Trail

The Sunapee-Ragged-Kearsarge 
(SRK) Greenway Coalition is offering 
seven more winter hikes this season. Be 
prepared with clothing layers, food, wa-
ter, and snowshoes. Please call the hike 
leader at least the night before to learn 
starting location and time. For SRK 
Greenway information, go to SRKG.com.

Saturday, January 30: Cross-
country ski to Morgan Pond from Twin 
Lake Villa in Springfi eld. Andy Hager, 
526-2846. 5 miles. (Moderate for expe-
rienced skiers)

Saturday, February 6: In Newbury 
on the Andrew Brook Trail to Jack and 
June Junction, then down the Newbury 
Trail to Lake Sunapee. Charlie Killam, 
526-4467. 4.5 miles. (Diffi cult)

Saturday, February 13: Explore 
hidden trails of King Hill in Sutton. 
Art Robbins, 927-4377. 4.5 miles. 
(Moderate)

Saturday, February 20: A morn-
ing snowshoe to Clark Pond on New 
London’s newly constructed conserva-
tion trail. Ralph Spofford, 526-6568. 1.5 
miles. (Easy)

Saturday, February 27: Sunapee 
Ridge from Lake Solitude to Lucia’s 
Lookout and unique views only dedi-
cated trekkers get to see. Gerry Gold, 
526-2857. 10 miles. (Diffi cult)

February 27 or 28, or March 1: Full 
moon madness on the clearest night. In-
stall fresh batteries in your headlamp. 
Dave Cook, 526-4570, 5:30 to 6:30 PM. 
2 miles. (Moderate)

Saturday, March 6: From Haynes 
Road in Newbury, head for Sutton Mills 
on Poor Farm Road. Bail out there, or con-
tinue up Corporation Hill Road and loop 
through the new Johnson Easement to 
New Hampshire Route 114. Brent Scud-
der, 763-0187. 4 to 5 miles. (Moderate)

SUNAPEE-RAGGED-KEARSARGE GREENWAY

GOING AWAY?   

Worried About 
Leaving Your Best Friend?      

Mountain High Kennel
The Camp Dogs Love To Come Back To

Grooming by Appointment • 735-6083

Call

735-5232
Marceau & Sons Trucking LLC
Asphalt Paving & Sitework

East Andover NH 03231

SNOW PLOWINGSNOW PLOWING
Plowing• 
Sanding• 
Snow Banks • 
Pushed Back
Driveways Widened• 
Snow Removal• 

Free Estimates
Fully Insured
Residential & Commercial


