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tends not to actually grade her stu-
dents on their mistakes, but on how 
well they attempted to cultivate their 
poem. When I asked students what 
they thought of Laurie’s teaching 
methods, their response was, “Laurie 
seems unique in the way she speaks 
to her students.” 

Says former student Tinder Clark, she 
seems to be in tune with her students be-
cause they approach her easily. Next she 
tries to work one-on-one with a student 
to help them understand how to make 
their lives easier in her class, so that later 
the student can have better time man-
agement skills. That Laurie cares often 
means her students are fond of her.

One of Laurie’s trademark teach-

ing styles is to always have fun. When 
walking past her class, a person can 
hear a playful, rambunctious howl that 
carries throughout the building. 

Watching her laugh is the best part 
of being a student in her class because 
she’s so easily entertained. No matter 
what the topic, she tilts her head back 
and lets out the earthy “Quawk!” that 
moves through her body. No matter 
how down a student is, Laurie always 
brings a smile to his or her face. 

Although she’s already a well-pub-
lished poet, Laurie commented, “It feels 
as if I’m writing and learning along with 
the students, not above them.” This at-
titude carries into her poetry, and it in-
spires her students to try new ideas.

Grace Beah is from Philadelphia 
and is a senior at Proctor. 

SKI JUMPER
By Laurie Zimmerman

My daughter as air-
 Borne, crimson-suited semaphore,
As four-pointed star,
 As dark shadow-dot
Of high swift over blank snow,
 As far eaglet,
As glider plane held against a moment’s
 Obedience of sky.
My daughter as fi re,
 As bullet of my body,
As searing tissues, as velocity,
 As rocket, as brilliant effacement,
My life without ripcord,
 Blue fl ame danger,
As torn organ of myself, my tongue,
 Hemorrhage of desires.
My daughter as water,
 as immersion,
As the whole pond in stillness, gold pond in sun,
 As beloved of enemies.
I tip back my head. I am a cup
 She keeps pouring, and
As she pours, I keep on
 Filling up.

Reprinted with permission of the author and New Letters magazine

Laurie  from page 48

By Brian Perry
Proctor Journalism Class

Have you ever been in a public place, 
seen a black person, and started uncon-
trollably shouting out insulting racial 
comments at them? That’s what hap-
pens with Marc Elliot. Marc Elliot was 
a motivational speaker who came to 
Proctor Academy earlier in the year.

Marc is 23 years old and has had 
Tourette’s syndrome since he was a kid. 
Tourette’s causes people to say things 
or make noises and movements with 
little or no control of their actions. Marc 
has turned the negative impact of his 
Tourette’s into something benefi cial by 
teaching tolerance and how having tol-
erance can make your life so much bet-
ter and make you feel happier.

Marc is now so open with his 
Tourette’s that he travels around to col-
leges, high schools, businesses, and 
many other places to preach tolerance. 
He believes that tolerance is vital to get-
ting through life. 

Throughout his story, Marc repeat-
ed, “Live and let live.” Marc’s response 
to that quote is, “Naturally, humans be-
lieve that people who are different from 
them are strange, but what you do may 
be strange to them as well. You just 
need to live your life and let them live 
their life.”

Most of Marc’s experiences he 
shared with the Proctor community 
involved tolerance. The people Marc 
spoke about in his stories were not tol-
erant of his involuntary behavior. They 
did not understand what Tourette’s was, 
and therefore could not, and did not, 
live and let live.

Marc spoke about when he was sev-
enteen and was on a coach bus going 
from St. Louis to Indianapolis. Board-

ing the bus home to St. Louis, Marc 
was in line, and there were a lot of black 
people. His Tourette’s tic at that moment 
was saying the “N” word. 

He explained to them that he had 
Tourette’s, but they still were incredibly 
offended. He told the bus driver, who 
was black as well, that he had Tourette’s. 
When everyone got on the bus, she told 
everyone that he had Tourette’s and 
there was nothing to worry about. 

The woman from the line stood up 
and asked, “Then why does he get to 
say the ‘N’ word?” The bus driver then 
said that he needed to either get off the 
bus, or they would call the police. He 
needed to call his parents to get him a 
ride home. This story and the ensuing 
altercation was on the local news.

Marc Elliot has changed people’s 
lives with his stories and will continue 
to inspire many, as he inspired me. His 
stories are inspirational, usually have 
some comic relief in them, and will 
teach all who listen a lesson about toler-
ance. Next time you see someone acting 
differently, or “weirdly,” be sure you 
don’t make any assumptions and that 
you Live and Let Live.

Marc Elliot can be contacted through 
his Web site at MarcSpeaks.com. He is a 
great motivational speaker and has infl u-
enced the Proctor community with his 
stories and his belief on live and let live.

Brian Perry is from Goshen, New 
York. He is a junior at Proctor and 
wants to study fi lm making.

Motivational Speaker Marc Elliot 
Tells Students, “Live and Let Live”

Proctor students solicited donations from the Proctor community to stock 
the Andover Food Pantry. They raised $258 and went shopping on Martin 
Luther King Day to stock the Andover Food Pantry in the basement of the 
Town Hall with the products they bought. (L-r) Cat Kinney, Maddie Sullivan, 
Summer Good Morning, Morgan Koenig, Veronica Callahan, Kathy Ordway, 
Shirley Felong.
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