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Drawing for AE/MS art class by eighth-grader Devynne Dlubac

By Linda DeMinico
AE/MS Art Teacher

We have had a busy fall in the art 
room. For our fi rst graders there is so 
much new to discover in art. They are 
learning about different media, how to 
access supplies by themselves, the many 
styles of art, who some of the famous 
artists are, and why they personally like 
a certain piece of art. 

In the art room we learn craft: an 
attention to well-done art; aesthetics: 
a caring about creating something of 
beauty; empathy: being helpful to their 
fellow students in the art room; and 
creative and critical thinking skills: a 
willingness to thoughtfully change and 
revise art.

While our fi rst graders are just enter-
ing into our art curriculum, our eighth 
graders have just fi nished their last tri-
mester in the art room. They have stud-
ied various styles of art. Some prefer re-
alism, while others enjoyed surrealism. 
They learned how to hatch, shade, and 
stipple with artists’ pencils. They ex-
plored painting styles for landscape art. 

They used paint with acrylic medium 
applied with plastic forks or knives and 
paintbrushes. They worked with artists’ 
quality oil pastels. 

The students enjoyed learning the 
basics of architectural styles, which 
they used to design their own original 
buildings. Their last project was a clay 
project which used the style of Pablo Pi-
casso’s combine vessels.

As a fi nal review, the eighth graders 
wrote about their learning in art. Many 
were proud of their empathy to their fel-
low students. They wrote about their 
attention to detail (craft). Some were 
proud of the beauty of their art (aesthet-
ics), while others spoke of their ability 
to change (creative and critical thinking 
skills). 

For me, it was a pleasure to learn 
from them, to experience their curios-
ity, and to see their development of con-
fi dence in themselves as learners.

And so … Congratulations to our 
eighth graders who have completed 
their last trimester in art and music! We 
wish them well.
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Rob Whitman, fi rst-grader Galen’s dad, visits Mrs. Bent’s fi rst grade class 
each Thursday where he incorporates music and song into learning. The 
fi rst graders and Mrs. Bent love having Mr. Whitman share his talents. 
During his fi rst visit, Mr. Whitman’s new friends invited him to enjoy a 
delicious salad bar with them. He is defi nitely a star in the eyes of these 
18 youngsters.
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