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By Donald Gould
Planning Board Secretary

Andover’s Growth Management 
Ordinance, adopted at the 2002 Town 
Meeting and extended at the 2007 Town 
Meeting, requires the Planning Board 
to base the number of residential build-
ing permits available each year on the 
previous year’s growth rate in Andover 
and all six abutting towns. That growth 
rate for 2009 turned out to be 0.226 %, 
as shown in the adjacent table.

This is the lowest growth rate calcu-
lated in the history of the ordinance and 
refl ects the current building slump. The 
number of new homes built in Andover 
and the six abutting towns during the 
period of this ordinance are shown in 
the table on page 3.

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

Budgets for 2010 for the Andover 
School District, the Town, and the Fire 
Departments have been fi nalized by 
the Budget Committee and will be pre-
sented to voters at the annual meetings. 
The fi nalized budgets are the same as 
discussed in detail in the front-page ar-
ticle in the February issue of the Bea-
con. (Every issue of the Beacon ever 
published can be read online at Andover-
Beacon.com.)
Andover School District Budget

The proposed 2010 budget (net of 
any pass-through items that don’t im-
pact this year’s tax rate) for the Andover 
School District is for a total appropria-
tion of $4.251 million. This represents 
over 66% of the estimated 2010 total tax 
burden.

This proposed 2010 budget shows a 
decrease of nearly $46,000 over the net 
appropriation of $4.297 million voted 
for 2009. Making the prudent assump-
tion that there will be no unexpended 

surplus from the 2009/2010 school year 
to reduce 2010 taxes, it is estimated 
that the tax rate (per thousand dollars 
of assessed value) for the school portion 
of the tax bill will go up from $12.42 
in 2009 to $12.75 in 2010, an increase 
of 2.7%. Whether there will or won’t 
be any surplus from the 2009/2010 
school year to offset 2010 taxes won’t 
be known until the school’s fi scal year 
ends on June 30.

If history is any guide, and keep-
ing in mind that the school budgeting 
process requires the budget to include 
funds for contingencies that often don’t 
come to pass, it’s not unreasonable to 
think that there will be some surplus 
available. Last June, for example, the 
school provided a surplus of $126,023 
that was then used to reduce 2009 tax 
rates. 

If a similar amount were to become 
available in June 2010, and if all the 
other projected revenues turn out to be 
pretty accurate, then the 2010 school 

2010 Budgets Set 
For Annual Meetings

$6.4 Million - Where It Comes From (left) and Where It Goes (right)
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Gordie Ordway sets a tip-up on Eagle Pond during the Andover Fish and 
Game Club’s annual Willis Nowell Memorial Kid’s Ice Fishing Derby on Feb-
ruary 20. This was the 27th year of the derby. Staff photo: Bob Bussey

To the 106 Andover residents who sent 
checks last month to support the Beacon in 
2010: Thank you! Every check, no matter how 
large or small, is a big help and an important 
sign that the community values the Beacon.

Over 1,100 Andover households receive ev-
ery issue of the Beacon at no charge through-
out the year. If you’re one of the households that 
haven’t made a voluntary donation yet, please use 
the form on page 2 and “get a round tuit” right 
away. Thanks!

Please! Get A Round Tuit Today!

DON’T FORGET TO SUPPORT 
THE BEACON IN 2010!

CELEBRATE OUR ANDOVER VOLUNTEERS!
April will be National Volunteer Month, and we’d like to have a full 

page of photos of Andover volunteers in the April issue of the Beacon 
as a small way of saying, “Thank you for all you do!”

If you’re a member of an Andover organization that benefi ts from 
the work of volunteers, please make an effort to snap a few photos 
this month (or dig up some old ones) and e-mail them to Articles@An-
doverBeacon.com by March 15.

Call Charlie at 735-6099 if you have questions or need help. 
Thanks!

Three Building Permits For 2010
With 969 full-time homes in 

Andover at the end of 2009, a 0.226% 
growth rate provides for up to three 
new residential building permits to be 

issued in 2010. These three permits, 
however, are subject to several other 
provisions of the growth management 

Every year at this time, the Beacon has to raise money from the community 
for its coming year’s operations. Pictured is the fi rst wave of Round Tuit enve-
lopes that people sent after the February issue arrived in households around 
town. Thank you! Staff photo: Charlie Darling

Towns 2008 
Homes

New 
Homes Growth 

Andover 968 1 .10%
Danbury 559 0 .00%
Franklin 3,707 6 .16%
Hill 446 1 .22%
Salisbury 519 3 .58%
Warner 1,191 6 .50%
Wilmot 582 1 .17%
TOTALTOTAL 7,9727,972 1818 0.226%0.226%

See Permits  on page 3

See Budgets  on page 4


