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Issues At Town Meeting
portation (DOT) is ready to decide what 
to do with the access ramp that currently 
runs from Depot Street at the Potter Place 
railroad station up to Routes 4 and 11. 

DOT wants to do one of two things: 
eliminate the ramp; or deed the ramp to 
the Town of Andover. Article 15 in the 
Town Warrant asks the voters at Town 
Meeting on March 9 to decide wheth-
er or not the Town should accept the 
ramp.

What seems like a straight-forward 
question actually has a lot of “ifs” and 
“buts” attached to it. Here is how those 
issues would play out if the voters ac-
cept the ramp, and if they don’t.

If the Town accepts ownership of the 
ramp, then DOT will connect a public 
parking lot (in the approximate location 
of their current construction staging 
area) to the ramp when the bridge proj-
ect is complete. 

At a public hearing last year, attend-
ees felt that such a parking lot would 
be a benefi t to the community. People 
could park there to use the Rail Trail for 
hiking, biking, or snowmobiling, and 
the lot could be used by people attend-
ing the Andover Historical Society’s 
annual Old Time Fair each August.

DOT would construct the parking 
lot at no cost to the Town. The Town 
would, however, be responsible for 
maintenance and plowing of both the 
parking lot and the ramp. The Andover 
Snowmobile Club has been an active 
partner in this project and has said that 
it would do the winter maintenance on 
the parking lot.

If Article 15 fails, the DOT plans 
to tear up the existing ramp and put a 
“hammerhead” turn-around at the new 
dead-end of Depot Street, somewhere 
past the Potter Place railroad station. 
With no ramp, there would be no park-
ing lot. DOT has indicated that it would 
probably sell the land where the parking 
lot and ramp had been.

Attendees at the public hearing felt 
that having Depot Street dead-end in 
Potter Place would be inconvenient for 
residents and a potential safety issue for 
emergency response.

up to $16,000. We hope that you, the 
voters, will fi nd this a worthy project. 
The Committee feels that this building 
will be useable by many different orga-
nizations and will become an asset to 
the town. Many businesses, organiza-
tions, and individuals have already con-
tributed to this fund and have been pa-
tiently waiting for this project to move 
forward. Please help us get this project 
rolling.

Look for more information and el-
evation drawings on Town Meeting 
Day.

Thank you for considering this proj-
ect. If you would like to help make this 
project become a reality, please consider 
sending your contribution made out to 
the Blackwater Multipurpose Building. 
You can send it to the Town of Andover, 
PO Box 61, Andover 03216. 

Thank you again for your consider-
ation and support.
Town Budget - Librarian’s Salary
(Warrant Article 14)
By Janet Moore
Library Trustee

In this year’s town budget, there will 
be a line item requesting a little over 
$9,000 for the Bachelder librarian, an 
amount usually paid by the Bachelder 
Trust, which was intended to cover only 
the maintenance and collection for the 
Library in East Andover when this trust 
under will was established. 

However, the Bachelder Trust has 
been suffering from bad economic times 
and cannot and should not be covering 
that salary. Probate Court governs the 
terms of the will, along with dissemi-
nation of the monies by TD Bank, and 
drawing down the trust monies to their 
eventual end is not an option. 

Please consider the budget line item 
worthy of your consideration, at least 
for this coming year.
Depot Street
(Warrant Article 15)
By Dana Hadley
Andover Town Administrator

With the intersection of Routes 4 and 
11 now reconfi gured in Potter Place, the 
New Hampshire Department of Trans-

Blackwater Park 
Multipurpose Building
(Warrant Article 12)
By David Powers
Andover Recreation Committee

At Town Meeting, the Andover Rec-
reation Committee will ask the voters 
of Andover to support the withdrawal 
of funds this year from the Blackwater 
Park Fund for the purpose of beginning 
construction on a multipurpose building 
at the Park. This fund was established 
several years ago to receive donations 
and contributions for improvements at 
Blackwater Park. It is important to re-
member that no tax monies are being 
sought for this project, only money al-
ready received from donations and con-
tributions.

Last year the Recreation Committee 
asked for and received approval from 
the voters to expend money from the 
Fund to purchase a small but important 
piece of property that would allow for 
the construction of this multipurpose 
building. After a long “go round” with 
the State, the land was purchased.

The fl oor plan of the proposed build-
ing includes a large storage area for soc-
cer nets (currently stored outside), park 
maintenance equipment, etc. There is 
also space for two bathrooms, a me-
chanical room, and a kitchen/conces-
sion area.

The Recreation Committee sees this 
as a multi-year project, with various 
phases being completed as future do-
nations and contributions allow. Phase 
One will consist of the construction and 
enclosure of the building. Future phases 
will consist of the completion of the 
inside components such as the kitchen 
and bathrooms and the electrical and 
plumbing systems. Another phase 
would be the installation of a pump sys-
tem to irrigate both the Howard George 
Field and the Corson Field at AE/MS. 
This would allow the park to be com-
pletely independent of the Andover Vil-
lage District’s water supply.

Currently the Blackwater Park Fund 
has a balance of $18,456.61, of which 
the Committee is asking to withdraw 

Tax Cap
(Warrant Article 17)
By Howard Wilson
Candidate for Selectman and 
for US House, District 2

Re: Warrant article presented, freez-
ing taxes, per a Tax Cap, on Town of 
Andover Taxation. 

Allowing for the lack of a circuit 
breaker, as Franklin and other cities/
towns may have with their Tax Caps, 
based on changes to Consumer Price 
Index, mine has a circuit breaker, that 
can be activated when real money, re-
places the “notes” as debt instruments 
currently printed and traded as if they 
were “money.” (See US Constitution, 
Article 1, Section 8.) Or New Hamp-
shire secedes from the socialist union 
being activated by Obama, with the 
help of most of Congress (Ron Paul 
excepted). 

I expect Selectmen / Budget Com-
mittee rejection, agreed by Jennifer 
Coffey, as the State Rep, resident in 
town, along with many who don’t 
know much about confi scation of 
wealth, through reduction of value, 
even though the transient effects are 
visible as groceries, gasoline, home 
heat fuels, etc. rise and fall. 
Amendment To Defi ne Marriage
(Warrant Article 19)
By M.J. Mishcon, MD

I am a solo small town family doctor. 
Been in practice in the same converted 
gas station since 1979. I am not involved 
with politics. Period.

I am concerned about the medical is-
sues surrounding the pending warrant 
article re: defi ning marriage. Want my 
community to have some facts before 
they vote.

Generally speaking, doctors defi ne 
a male as “male karyotype 46XY” and 
female as “46XX.”

The concern I have is that there are 
quite a few people with genetic varia-
tions. For example: Turner syndrome 
“45XO” or someone with “XXY” or 
chimerism (mixed genetic material).

In approximately 5% of couples who 
have lost three fi rst trimester fetuses, 
there is a genetic variation in one of the 
partners.

Who is going to defi ne which of 
these married couples no longer have 
a valid compact between a man and a 
woman? What happens to their existing 
children?

Please do not expect me to sit down 
and tell my families who are already 
struggling with failed pregnancies that 
they need to talk to a lawyer about their 
marriage.

I also dimly recall that after the Civil 
War, some states passed laws forbid-
ding “mixed race” marriages and set up 
defi nitions of how much “black” blood 
was allowed. Might be worth someone 
with some legal background chiming in 
on how well that experiment worked.
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