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By John Elliott
JFE Transport

I want to reply to the article on the 
bus contract in the February issue of the 
Beacon, as the article left out some very 
important facts. 

First of all, if fuel costs rise above 
$2.50 per gallon for diesel, the taxpay-
ers will pick up the additional cost. As 
of today, February 15, the New England 
average is at $3.014 a gallon. That price 
would add approximately $8,000 a 
year to the contract, as fuel use is about 
15,000 to 18,000 gallons per year. 

The article also only gives fi rst-year 
pricing. Over the next four contract 
years, First Student increases as follows: 
Year 2 – $222,769; Year 3 – $231,680; 
Year 4 – $240,947; Year 5 – $250,585.

For comparing the current contrac-
tor pricing, you can’t – it is not the same 
bid specifi cations. The new bid specifi -
cations require a performance bond (ap-
proximately $49,000 a year), automatic 
chains on all buses (approximately 
$5,000 per year), and a supervisor who 
is not a full-time bus driver (approxi-
mately $18,000 per year). 

Awarding the contract to First Stu-
dent means probably losing fi ve of our 
current local bus drivers – who do a 

wonderful job, who we all trust picking 
up our children – as they have chosen 
not to work for big corporate America 
and would more than likely have to join 
into a union (the Teamsters). 

JFE Transport, LLC was going to 
keep fuel business local – approximate-
ly $50,000 to $60,000 per year for the 
local fuel stop – which could be lost for 
local revenue, not counting the food, 
snacks, sodas, coffee, etc. that the bus 
drivers would purchase when in the 
store. 

How about this: JFE Transport, LLC 
would need a facility to operate out of 
in Andover. That would mean buying 
property with a building on it or con-
structing a new building – more lo-
cal work for local townspeople, not to 
mention tax revenue for the town every 
year. 

I just thought it was important for the 
townspeople to know both sides of the 
contract and ideas behind trying to keep 
it local, as the article that was written by 
Donald Gould left out these important 
factors. The article made it look like a 
no-brainer as to who should get the bus 
contract, when in fact the school board 
took the easy way out instead of trying 
to keep the business local with a little 
effort. 

I want to thank all of the people who 

gave me their support. In a nutshell, 
property taxes will in fact increase for 
the townspeople. It’s too bad how fast 
we all forgot about what brought this 
country to where it is today.

By Lauren Wittel Duquette
The awarding of the transporta-

tion contract to First Student for our 
Andover school children is erroneous 
for many reasons. 

First, from a cost perspective – the 
bid from First Student was not complete 
and made provisions for fuel expenses 
the Andover School District will have 
to absorb, over the awarded bid amount, 
for fi ve years! First Student imposed 
a fuel limitation of $2.50 per gallon. 
With our current economy in fl ux and 
oil prices fl uctuating the way they are, 
there is no way to determine or control 
energy costs over the next fi ve years. 

Andover taxpayers have been signed 
up to foot the cost of this expense – 
above the bid amount. Talk about a hid-
den cost! What were the School Board 
members thinking when they agreed to 
this potentially limitless charge to our 
taxpayers?

The second reason this award is un-
acceptable is the most important, be-
cause it will jeopardize the safety of our 
students. 

Last month Don Gould’s letter stated 

that neighboring school districts were 
contacted and that “they all expressed 
favorable experience with the present 
area managers and the service they pro-
vide.” I believe that to be incorrect based 
on the fact that our closest neighboring 
district, Kearsarge School District, had 
such an unfavorable experience with 
First Student that they discontinued 
service with the company after reckless 
and unacceptable incidents involving 
the school children in the seven towns 
that district serves. 

And Kearsarge Regional School 
District is not alone. Goshen is expe-
riencing diffi culties with First Student 
right now. If one goes on the Internet, 
there are problems in Grantham, Ep-
ping, Portsmouth, and Hillsborough, 
not to mention out-of-state complaints 
in Vermont, Maine, Montana, Indiana, 
Illinois, Massachusetts, Mississippi, 
and Alaska – from questionable driver 
background checks to lack of necessary 
maintenance to bookkeeping issues.

The information is out there – First 
Student is causing dissatisfaction near 
and far. Are we that foolish to think our 
situation will be any different? First Stu-
dent has the Teamsters protecting their 
drivers. Who will protect our students 
and the interest of predictable, reliable 
transportation if we don’t say “No!”?

Town Forum - School Bus Contract

Whether you’re building or buying a new home,
or simply thinking of ways to update your current home,

turn to TDS for all your communications needs! 

We can provide all the communications services you need
for your home or home office—from phone service, and

advanced voice features, to High-Speed Internet, and more!

Learn about special offers in your area, call TDS today.

1-888-CALL-TDS
www.tdstelecom.com

SET YOUR DESIGNS ON TDS

46780/10-06/3191

735-5232
Marceau & Sons Trucking LLC
Asphalt Paving & Sitework

East Andover NH 03231

ASPHALT PAVINGASPHALT PAVING
Bluestone / Hardpack 

• Driveways
• Parking Lots 
• Walkways
• Patchwork

Bark Mulch, Loam
Sand and Gravel
Free Estimates
Fully Insured
Residential & Commercial

GOING AWAY?   

Worried About 
Leaving Your Best Friend?      

Mountain High Kennel
The Camp Dogs Love To Come Back To

Grooming by Appointment • 735-6083

Call
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