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This is Part Two of an interview with 
Grace Chaffee, who was born in 1900. 
The interviewer is Barbara Upton, and 
the interview takes place at her home on 
Beech Hill on April 25, 1985. The interview 
was recently transcribed for the Andover 
Historical Society by Jeanne Barrett.

Grace Chaffee: My Grandfa-
ther and Grandmother Eastman, as I 
told you, built the house where Louise 
Wood lives, and while the house was 
being built, they lived in a small two-
room house that they had purchased 
that was on the property there. It’s not 
very large or too comfortable, but it was 
alright because the house was built in 
the summertime, so they got by. 

After they moved into the other 
house, my grandmother would not have 
anything moved into the other house be-
cause there were bedbugs in there, and 
she didn’t have those, so they burned ev-
erything except the clothes they had on. 

Grandfather Eastman’s father died 
when he was only four years old, and 
he was bound out to a neighbor at the 
age of four years. They were very good 
to him, which was his good luck. He 
thought as much of them as he did his 
own family. 

I can remember when I went to East 
Andover school, the cellar of the barn 
that went with the large boarding house 

where Wyman Ordway lives now was all 
open; and when there was a big storm, 
there’d be a lot of snow in that cellar, and 
we (the kids) used to like to go out and 
jump down in the snow into the cellar so 
that they would have to have a little lon-
ger recess before they could get out when 
they’d get caught in the snow. 

Another time, we had 15-minute recess 
in the forenoon, and we got our coats on 
as quick as we could and ran as fast as we 
could. We’d go up Chase Hill to the top 
and usually John Severance and Charles 
Putney would have a double runner, and 
everybody would pile on that who didn’t 
have a sled and off we went, sometimes 
in the ditch but not very often. 

If you ran like everything, after we’d 
gone down what was now the main road, 
over the bridge, we’d go nearly as far as 
where Bryant’s house is, and if you ran 
again, you’d go up the top of Village 
Hill as far as where the Finney’s lived. 
Then we could slide down that hill, and 
then we’d have to run again to get back 
to school, all in fi fteen minutes. We re-
ally had exercise; it was a lot of fun. 

The man who kept the store there 
was elderly. He had a car, and he always 
sanded the road in front of the store 
over to his barn with ashes, and how 
we kids hated those ashes. We’d cover 
them up every chance we could ‘cause 

we couldn’t slide good over those. I’m 
sure he fell down several times. 

There was one teacher we did not 
like, and she used to have a strap about 
a foot long, and she’d strap the boys over 
the shoulder. One day somebody caught 
it, and they passed it along and she tried 
to get it, but they kept passing it around 
all the room until it was recess time. 

Another time the boys brought a box of 
candy and gave it to Nick Eastman to take 
to her, and he was the one who was not 
overburdened with brains. He liked candy, 
and he ate it before he got up there. 

When we started going to Proc-
tor [where Andover students attended 
high school at the time], Donald and 
Catherine Thompson and Nancy Elms 
drove a team all through the year and 
stayed at home nights. They were a year 
ahead of us, by us I mean Olive Davis, 
Clara Burnett, and John Severance. The 
four of us graduated from the eighth 
grade together, and Olive boarded up in 
Andover and John, Claribel, and I drove 
a horse; really I think we pushed the old 
horse up there. 

The boys played football so the girls, 
the three of us, would come home to-
gether, and we’d get partway down on 
the plains and the boys would overtake 
us. The football practice was all over, and 
their horse was a real trotter; so they trot-
ted right by and waved to us, and how we 
kept pushing the poor old horse. We had 
a lot of fun just the same. 

After Proctor, we drove for one term 
and that was until Christmas; and then it 
was getting too cold, so after that Claribel 
and I boarded in Andover and John and 
Charles boarded, had their noon meal, 
and went back and forth on the train 
nights, I think, nights and mornings. 

That train was called the Peanut, and 
Mr. Frau used to laugh, he was the Latin 
teacher; he used to say the Peanut was 
Latin for almost the last or next to the 
last [penultimate], so that was why the 
train was called the Peanut. We had the 
Peanut in the morning and the Peanut in 
the afternoon. 

After graduating from Proctor, I 
went to UNH for four years, and then I 
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taught school for four years in Weare.

Barbara Upton: How did you get 
back and forth to the University?

GC: I went on the train to Manchester, 
and then we’d have to trade cars there 
and go to Rockingham Junction. Then 
from Rockingham Junction, we’d have 
to change again, take the Boston to 
Portland. We had a good time going 
because lots of times there wouldn’t be 
seats, and we’d sit on our suitcases in 
the aisle. Probably the rest of the people 
didn’t enjoy it as much as we did.

BU: What was the nickname of 
UNH at that time?

GC: Well, that was sometimes re-
ferred to as “Cow College.” One time, 
one of the conductors on the train in-
stead of saying, “Durham” said “Cow 
College.” The next time that he came 
through, some of the boys talked with 
him, and I don’t know what else, but he 
didn’t ever refer to Cow College again.

BU: How long did you teach, Grace?
GC: I taught four years at Weare. 

That was just a small school – there 
were just three teachers, and we alter-
nated the courses for the freshmen and 
the sophomores and the juniors and the 
seniors so that in the four years they got 
their regular four courses; and we di-
vided up the subjects to be taught. 

We were in the upstairs over the Town 
Hall; we had one large main room, then 
there was a kitchen, a small classroom, 
and then another small room which the 
principal used. He taught the agricul-
ture and shop courses. Mrs. Sawyer 
taught the cooking and history. I think 
she taught one of the math courses. 

We divided up the subjects according 
to what we could do best. The fl oor was 
very cold downstairs; it was unheated, 
and we had a large heater in one of the 
rooms and then smaller ones to keep it 
warm. We got along, but we had cold 
feet for a year.

BU:  Is that Town Hall still there?
GC:  Yes. Since then they have built 

another building, and the population is 
increased. They wonder now if they’ll 
combine with Henniker. I don’t know 
how it’ll come out.
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