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Russell: Sometimes I would get 
sent out of the house. You could get 
away. We were typical kids outside all 
the time. We had a barn full of things 
that Dad would use to fi x the things we 
broke.

Don: The wind and snow really blew 
around here. One winter’s storm we ac-
tually got stuck in the house and had to 
climb out a second story window, only 
to get literally buried in the snow.

Rich: We used to race around the 
outer edges of the fi eld on snowmobiles.

Ray: I remember lots of laps 
around the fi eld – snowmobiles, mini 
bikes, or dirt bikes on a good day. As 
the youngest, I lived here the longest. 
When my big brothers were around 
they used to hook me up on skis with 
a rope and pull me around with the 
snowmobile.

Chatter: In the summer you might 
see party tents set up and tractors lined 
up outside the barns.

Don: Yes, we’ve hosted Mom’s re-
tirement party, family reunions, and 
birthday parties. This is a place to gath-
er and you are always welcome.

Rich: Dad died in 1987. The land 
is in current use, a certifi ed tree farm 
to protect habitat for deer, moose, bear, 
woodland birds, reptiles, and of course 
insects. Now we use a forester and are 
doing a better job of maintaining the 
property for wildlife. We’ve done a few 
select cuts for logs – take a little and 
shoring up the fl oor of the forest. This 
is one of the places in town that people 
look for wildlife. There are always tur-
keys here.

Donna: I did not want to move here. 
I could not foresee how it was going to 
be good for myself. We came up here 
and saw it was a beautiful piece of prop-
erty. You go through some changes and 
you make it work.

Chatter: I feel like this is a gateway 
to Andover. What would your parents 
say if they were alive today and knew 
you all agreed to put the family land in 
a conservation easement?

Russell: My parents would say, 
“They fi nally got it right.” (The others 
laughed in agreement.)

Don: The land brought all of this 
about, the freedom, the space. This 
brings us to the end of the story about 
the land. Open land for everyone to en-
joy. Sure it was a lot tougher for our par-
ents. But in the end it is really about this 
piece of property. We’re not really sure 
what our future will bring. This land is 
for everybody to use. We saw what our 
parents did.

Today the motel is gone. Donna’s 
home is in Manchester, New Hamp-
shire. Raymond’s retired from the Air 
Force and living in Colorado. Rus-
sell lives and works in Sutton. Don is 
retired and lives in Andover. Rich’s 
home is next door to the family land. 
They’re working to reclaim the soil 
(remember that early ball park). Ma-
nure came from Seery Hill to feed the 
fi eld and the fi rst crop of pumpkins 
last summer. A new mid-size barn is 
ready for Kat Darling’s farm stand and 
for others to sell home-grown food, 
baked goods and for Rich’s handcraft-
ed wooden breadboards and the boys’ 
picnic tables. So next time you’re in 
the neighborhood, know it’s open and 
you are welcome.

Nancy Teach lives in the community 
of Andover on a small piece of land 
that allows her to roll up her sleeves 
and practice sustainability. As a staff 
member at Colby-Sawyer College and 
former Ausbon Sargent board member 
(and Chairman), Nancy works collab-
oratively with local residents, students, 
trustees, staff, and faculty on projects 
that benefi t the communities served by 
Ausbon Sargent.
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From ASLPT’s newsletter
Together, “we” can make it happen! 

By summer, 55 acres will be added to 
the already conserved 268 acres of the 
Hersey Family Farm on both sides of 
Route 11 in East Andover. The Ausbon 
Sargent Land Preservation Trust 
(ASLPT) has been awarded acquisition 
funds by the Farm and Ranchland Pro-
tection Program (one of only fi ve award-
ed in the state) to help purchase a con-
servation easement on Roger Hersey’s 
55 acres of fi elds and woodlands. The 
Andover Conservation Commission 
committed funds to the same purpose. 

We’re delighted to announce that 
with a combination of public and pri-
vate funds and a generous discount by 
Roger Hersey, we are only $3,000 away 
from having raised the $165,000 needed 
to conserve the farm.

During both phases of the Hersey 
Family Farm projects, a wonderful com-
mittee of Andover residents has worked 
with Ausbon Sargent staff to make the 
protection of these two gateway prop-
erties to East Andover a reality. We 
want to share comments by some of the 
members of this grassroots committee 
explaining why they were willing, in 
the midst of their busy lives, to fi nd the 
time to ask their friends and neighbors 
to give money to keep this land unde-
veloped.

Charlie Darling, editor of The 
Andover Beacon

“I remember so well what this area 
was like 50 years ago, when I was a 
child. Being part of that landscape of 
working farms and working woodlands 
shaped me in profound ways, giving me 
a deep respect for the land, the people 
who work on it, and the families who 
depend on it…. I hope the rest of the 
community feels the same way and will 
help protect the Hersey Family Farms 
for future generations to be shaped by.”

Mary Anne Broshek, easement do-
nor and Chair of Andover Conserva-
tion Commission

“As someone who put a conservation 
easement on her own farm, I believe 
that protecting and preserving farms 
is essential for two reasons: farms and 
forests are what makes New Hampshire 
the state that it is, and buying food from 
local farms is the only way to truly 
know what you are eating – it elimi-
nates the need for trucking food across 
the country and provides education on 
how food is grown.”

Chris Norris, retired school admin-

istrator, Proctor Academy Trustee, and 
Andover Historical Society Trustee

“Recent Andover Master Plans have 
consistently concluded that mainte-
nance of the town’s bucolic rural char-
acter is of primary importance to the 
town’s residents. This special character 
is one of the reasons Kit and I settled 
in Andover. And there are perhaps no 
other properties in the town that so vis-
ibly and so compellingly exemplify this 
quality than do the Hersey farms. It 
is simply a gorgeous gateway into the 
town. 

“How fortunate we are that now, 
through the efforts of Jerry and Roger 
Hersey; many, many Andover resi-
dents; some generous non-residents; 
and ASLPT, that the long-held dream 
of preserving both these properties in 
perpetuity is becoming a reality for the 
town of Andover.”

Stacey Viandier, Realtor at CB Mile-
stone Real Estate and teacher at Proc-
tor Academy

“Hersey Farm is a special place that 
merits my time and money. I have fi ve 
specifi c reasons for which I spend time 
talking about conserving the Hersey 
Farm: aesthetic, environmental, eco-
nomic, emotional, and practical. Driv-
ing to Andover from points east, I know 
I’m a stone’s throw from home once I 
get to the corner of the Hersey farm and 
see the red doors. For years now, I re-
alize that I associate Hersey Farm with 
‘home.’ Environmentally, economical-
ly, and practically speaking, it’s urgent 
that we commit ourselves to preserving 
farms for food security and for poster-
ity. Furthermore, it’s a beautiful place. 
I smile whenever I see Jerry outside, 
mending fences, haying, or feeding his 
cows a fl ake of hay.”

Heather Rogers, Learning Specialist 
at Proctor Academy and former Con-
servation Project Manager in Maine

“As a newcomer to Andover, I was 
immediately drawn to Hersey Farm. 
With even a quick glance, the farm 
gives me a picture of the town’s his-
tory. The rolling fi elds, anchored by the 
farmhouses, provide a sense of place 
that is unmistakable. Preserving these 
places is so important to protecting a 
community’s character, and if we don’t 
seize these opportunities now, they are 
lost forever.

“I am also a fi rm believer in support-
ing the small family farm. Jerry Hersey 
reminds us of where our food comes 

Painting of the Hersey Family Farm by Sally Ladd Cole.
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