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a special exception to operate an auto-
motive repair shop at this residence.

The Board members conducted a 
site visit on June 18, 2009. Gross stated 
that the applicant had withdrawn the 
application as the original request was 
for a home occupation for auto restora-
tion and repair / hobby, and the public 
hearing notice was issued for a special 
exception. 

Schnare stated she felt that fi ve days 
per week working ten hours per day did 
not constitute a hobby. Poulin’s response 
was that when he went before the Plan-
ning Board, they advised him to ask for 
the maximum he felt he would need; 
and that he would be enlarging his ga-
rage to allow for interior storage. 

Schnare stated buffers and lighting 
need to be discussed. Gross responded 
that the only thing not allowed with 
a home occupation was outside stor-
age and with the enlarged garage, this 
would not be the case. 

Schnare stated she is concerned with 
noise pollution and sound carrying over 
to the neighbors and the inconvenience 
of having wreckers and additional traf-
fi c. Gross responded that the rules state 
a home business is acceptable as long as 
there is no outside storage. 

Smith stated she was concerned with 
venting and waste disposal. Poulin re-
sponded that he would contact Safety 
Clean for large quantities of waste, and 
he has a venting system. 

Schnare stated that the home should 
be the major portion of the home and 
the business is accessory use. Gross re-
sponded that this was not indicated in 
the Zoning Ordinance. 

McCrave stated that the home busi-
ness should not be easily apparent ex-
cept by a sign. 

Schnare asked how tall the addition 
would be and Poulin responded no taller 

than what currently existed. 
Schnare asked how this would fi t 

into the property, and the response was 
it would be 40 to 50 feet from the prop-
erty line, and the added bay will be 18 
feet wide. 

Schnare asked if there would be any 
additional storage other than the new 
area, and the response was if the items 
were not his, they would not be stored 
outside. 

Boisvert stated that he is in favor of 
home occupations; however, he does 
not feel this is an appropriate location, 
and he feels this should be classifi ed as 
a junkyard rather than a repair shop. 

Mr. Berry stated that vehicles come 
and go all the time and feels there is a 
fi ne line between a hobbyist and a home 
business. He also questioned what 
about noise at ten o’clock at night. The 
response was there is enforcement pro-
cess if rules are violated. 

Neville stated she does not want to 
see a junkyard and asked where the ad-
dition was going to be. The response is 
the addition will be to the side of the ex-
isting garage. 

Mrs. Poulin stated that they keep the 
yard nice and she understands the con-
cerns of the abutters and indicates this 
is not a full-time operation. 

Schnare states she was comparing 
the square footage of the home with the 
garage and it is about equal. 

McCrave states the Board needs 
to decide if this is a home occupation. 
Gross responded that a home business 
excludes outside storage per the Zoning 
Ordinance. 

McCrave stated that a home busi-
ness does not change the character of 
the property. 

Mrs. Poulin stated they had spoken 
with abutters prior to going to the Plan-
ning Board and is now surprised to hear 
some of the comments of the abutters. 

Schnare questioned what would hap-

versus part-time. 
Gross states if there is a violation, 

a complaint should be fi led with the 
Town Administrator, and it would come 
before the Zoning Board to determine 
if there is a violation. If there is one, it 
goes back to the enforcement persons to 
handle. 

Newcomb states he feels this should 
go before the Planning Board to de-
termine if it is a home occupation or a 
commercial business.

There being no further discussion, 
Gross states that the applicant has with-
drawn the application as the original re-
quest was for a home occupation.

Recycling Committee
January 14

Condensed from approved minutes
Present: Vicky Mishcon, Susan 

Schnare, Ken Tripp, Dana Hadley, 
Nan Kaplan, Bill Matulevich, Duncan 
Coolidge, Dennis Fenton, Jake Johnson

Guests: Patrick Corcoran and Mike 
McCray from Corcoran Environmental 
Services

Corcoran Environmental Services 
was contacted in December 2009 to re-
view Andover’s waste management and 
recycling practices and to recommend 
ways to increase our recycling and im-
prove effi ciency and cost-effectiveness. 
They toured our facility with members 
of the Recycle Committee and Town 
offi cials in December and presented a 

pen if Mr. Poulin decided to expand. 
Mr. Poulin stated he realizes he can’t 
operate an expanded business at this 
location. 

Smith states she is concerned with 
changing the characteristic and appear-
ance of the area. Schnare asked if trees 
and shrubs could be planted to create a 
buffer between the applicants and the 
abutters. Mrs. Poulin responded that 
they had considered this; however, they 
are unsure of what to do and they feel 
this creates less noise than the garage 
down the road, Highland Lake, and the 
current road construction. 

Mr. Poulin states if everyone’s con-
cern is with storage, the addition to the 
garage is the solution and whether or 
not there is a home occupation, the ad-
dition is going to be constructed. 

Mr. Berry asked what the differ-
ence between a special exception and 
a home occupation is. Gross responded 
that a home occupation is allowed in the 
Village district; however, certain other 
uses need a special exception approval 
in the Village District. 

Mr. Berry asked who regulates when 
a home occupation has been exceeded 
and the operation should have special 
exception approval. There was no re-
sponse to this question. 

Schnare asked how many customer 
vehicles there would be and the re-
sponse was a maximum of four. 

Boisvert stated the only restriction 
for a home occupation is outside storage 
and there is nothing regarding full-time 
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