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DEBRA FOOTE was named to the 
president’s list for the second quarter at 
Lakes Region Community College.

ASHLEY HANLON was named to the 
dean’s list for the fall semester at Salve Re-
gina University in Newport, Rhode Island.

VIRGINIA CLASBY was named to the 
dean’s list for the fall 2009 semester 
at Waynesburg University in Waynes-
burg, Pennsylvania. Virginia is a gradu-
ate of Merrimack Valley High School 
in Penacook.

DEAN’S LIST
Virginia Clasby, Debra Foote, Ashley Hanlon

Sheldon’s father urged him to apply to 
United-Carr Fasteners as a toolmaker’s 
apprentice. United-Carr Fasteners made 
5,000 different kinds of buckles, snaps, 
hooks, and latches, etc., especially a tee-
nut that allowed sheet metal to be fas-
tened to the new metal frames that were 
beginning to replace wood throughout 
the automotive industry. That is what 
Sheldon did for the next 12 years, all the 
while learning, learning, and learning.

He took a course on the hardening of 
metals and became very good friends 
with the professor, a like-minded gun 
enthusiast. That professor connected him 
with a prestigious job at MIT’s Francis 
Bitter National Magnet Lab, sponsored 
by the US Air Force. That is where Shel-
don stayed for the next 20 years, retiring 
in 1983. A Google search fi nds Sheldon 
acknowledged in the Master’s thesis of a 
young Belgian student working on mag-
netism in nuclear superconductors: “A 
special word of thanks to Sheldon Rich, 
who machined with true craftsmanship 
some parts and gave some very practical 
hints when I made others.”

In all their 40 years of marriage, 
Sheldon and Shirley had lived in their 
home in North Revere, “out in the coun-
try.” But the city, with its wicked ways, 
had little by little come to them. “I was 
very much disturbed, not only with the 
drugs and crime, but also with the poli-
tics. What tipped the scale, however, 
was increasing taxes. It was time to 

leave,” says Sheldon.
“After a search, we sold all of our 

property in Massachusetts in 1987 and 
moved over the border into Contoocook, 
New Hampshire, where we bought a 
very large house. The house was great, 
but what really lured us to the property 
was a big barn, where I could house all of 
my books and my farm tool collection.”

For, as it turns out, Sheldon had been 
very busy in all those years of working 
and raising a family doing a lot of other 
things, too. Example: when Sheldon 
became interested in making silver and 
turquoise jewelry, it was just a natural 
step to fi nd books by people who had 
studied Native American silversmith-
ing. And mineralogy. And gemology. 
And Navaho Najahes. 

Sheldon proudly asks his wife to bring 
out some of her “clutteration” of jewelry. 
Shirley fondly displays necklaces and 
rings handcrafted by Sheldon over the 
years to memorialize anniversaries and 
birthdays. Some pieces feature gold that 
was milled away during fabrication of 
tools at work. “They would just throw 
the shavings away!” he chuffs. 

Instead Sheldon carefully saved these 
fi ne fi lings, and when he had enough he 
melted and reformed them into drops 
and beads embedded in silver. “I also 
did some work for a client who carried 
around a leather purse of gold dust from 
his father’s mine, and he opened that 
purse and paid me with a pinch of gold.” 
Sheldon encapsulated that gold dust in a 
lovely ampul hung from a silver chain 

and presented it to his sweetheart. For 
their 60th anniversary he even removed 
the gold fi llings from dental work done 
on one of his molars in Germany during 
the war and crafted a beautiful silver 
and gold ring for her.

Sheldon’s bookshelves still burgeon 
with tomes about every type of rifl e one 
could imagine, including Colts, Win-
chesters, and Remingtons. “At one point,” 
he says, “I also owned over 200 rifl es.” 
He not only collected and traded the rifl es 
but also published articles about rifl ery.

And he collected farm tools. Lots of 
them. They fi lled and tumbled out of the 
barn in Contoocook. He wrote articles 
about them and traded and sold.

Sheldon took up painting. At fi rst he 
painted oils, but now he prefers pen and 
ink. He loves to draw scenes of Andover, 
and has donated a portfolio of his work 
to the Andover Historical Society. 

He is currently doing a series of 
drawings of masted ships. “Each one 
takes roughly an hour to complete,” he 
says. “There are only two kinds of lines, 
you know… straight lines and curved 
lines. Drawing is easy. It’s a cheap hob-
by! One just needs a pencil and some 
paper. However I must say that the hu-
man face is very diffi cult for me. If I do 
include people, they are always way off 
in the distance.” His work is notable for 
perspective and the architectural detail.

“Sheldon’s interests have led us to 
many, many places in the world. We even 
went back to Europe and followed the 

path he took in the Army in ’44 and ’45. 
One of the more interesting events of that 
trip was looking up his old girl friend! 
Sheldon walked right up to her door, and 
boy, was she surprised,” laughs Shirley. 

“And wouldn’t you know,” joins 
Sheldon, “she married a German guy.” 
Both of them remark that their hosts, 
wherever they went in Europe, were 
gracious and welcoming and grateful.

“And we took vacations all across 
Canada, Mexico, and the USA,” con-
tinues Shirley, “always following one 
of Sheldon’s interests. Everywhere we 
went, we met people Sheldon could learn 
from or teach. And he got more books.”

In 1996 Sheldon and Shirley realized 
that the taxes in Contoocook were ris-
ing so high they had to leave. Moving to 
a smaller home in Andover meant that 
he would again have to downsize. “I 
gave away so much of my collections. 
Books, rifl es, tools,” Sheldon sighs. And 
yet he still sits amongst a treasure trove 
of books, paintings, and memorabilia in 
his home on Princess Drive.

Contoocook’s loss has been An-
dover’s gain. Sheldon has volunteered at 
the Proctor Academy metal shop. “But 
mostly I am retired, watching the world 
go by,” says Sheldon. “I would just love it 
if Andover people called me to talk about 
their interests and share my books.” The 
author can vouch that taking him up on 
that offer will reward inquiry with a rich 
and enjoyable experience. Sheldon can 
be reached at 735-6569.
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