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By Michelle Bengivengo
Andover Afterschool Program

Plans at the AE/MS Annex for Andover 
Afterschool and Five Alive Programs are 
well underway for fall enrollment.

Even though spring has just begun 
and school is still in session, it’s never 
too early to plan ahead. Space is limited 
for both programs, and full enrollment 
is anticipated, so don’t delay. Return-
ing families have priority, and we will 
make every attempt to accommodate 
every child and family’s needs.

We are hoping to continue to have 
two sessions for Five Alive again next 
year and have expanded the afterschool 
program to accommodate 29 children 
each day. There are also plans for a 
more enriched Five Alive curriculum 
for our kindergarteners.

Andover After School Program
Registration Is Underway

Children enrolled in the afterschool 
program have snacks, enjoy free play 
(outdoors on the playground unless 
the weather is inclement), have struc-
tured homework/reading time, and then 
choose their own activities until mom 
or dad arrives. Sometimes the younger 
children are treated to a singing and 
dancing performance or a puppet show 
by the older children!

Please contact Program Director Mi-
chelle Bengivengo at 735-6566, e-mail 
her at AndoverKids@gmail.com, or stop 
by between 10 AM and 5 PM for reg-
istration material and additional infor-
mation. For more information you can 
also go to our Web site at AndoverKids.
org, and please join our fan page on 
Facebook at Andover After School / 
Andover Five Alive Programs.

By Stephanie Skenyon
Beacon volunteer

Eric Johnson reports that the Tuck-
er Mountain Maple Co-op was in full 
production mode this March. Located 
at 224 Tucker Mountain Road, the Co-
op began tapping trees on February 
22, earlier than usual this year. Tucker 
Mountain currently is tapping approxi-
mately 20 different sites concentrated 
primarily in East Andover, and Eric ex-
pects that the tapping process will con-
tinue for about six weeks this spring.

Eric’s interest in the maple syrup 
and sugar business began when he was 
a child living in central Massachusetts, 
and he lived in this area for 10 years 
before initiating the process here in 
New Hampshire. During the fi rst year 
of production, the new business tapped 
30 trees in the area, and by the second 
year, that number increased to 140. The 
Tucker Mountain Maple Co-op relies 
upon three primary laborers and friends 
and family help every day. Although 
Eric also works as a professional logger, 

Maple Co-op In Full Swing
he truly enjoys New Hampshire’s maple 
season, planning for the following year 
as soon as the season offi cially ends.

The sap tapping process relies upon 
a particular set of environmental condi-
tions for success. According to Eric, a 
range of 25 degree nights and 45 degree 
days are ideal, ranging a maple tree in 
and out of a stage of dormancy. After 
gathering the sap, it is boiled in a wood-
stove with stainless steel pans on top, 
and this process will render about one 
gallon of maple syrup per hour. The 
Tucker Mountain Maple Co-op’s sugar 
house, on Eric’s property, jugs its syrup 
and sells it mostly at the sugar house 
and at Jake’s Market.

Do you have trees on your local prop-
erty that this valuable local business can 
tap? Contact Eric Johnson at 344-1130. 
All participants receive maple syrup in 
exchange – and that’s a deal no one can 
beat. Eric views the maple syrup busi-
ness as a traditional New England ac-
tivity, and he is proud to continue this 
tradition here in Andover.

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

Our town is full of talented, hardwork-
ing tradesmen of all kinds. For anything 
from a spring clean-up for your yard to 
building a new house, there are local con-
tractors and handymen to fi ll the bill.

In last month’s Beacon we asked 
Andover contractors and handymen to 
contact us so we could offer our readers 
a list for their consideration. Listed be-
low are those who contacted us. If you’d 
like to be included in next spring’s list, 
watch for the reminder in the March 
2011 Beacon.

Stephen Barton and Sons Carpen-• 
try does roofi ng, additions, decks, re-
modeling, new homes, and garages as 
well as most carpentry jobs. Call Steve 
at 735-5984.

Dave Bates does general contract-• 
ing, site work, decks and patios – small 
handyman jobs to a new addition. Con-
tact Dave at 848-4239 or Wondrful@
comcast.net.

Rick Estes, the Village Sweep, • 
does chimney cleaning and inspections 

Call An Andover Contractor 
For Your Spring Projects

plus wood, pellet, and gas stove instal-
lations. Call Rick at 735-5300.

Fenton’s Construction is a local de-• 
sign build fi rm specializing in remodel-
ing and renovation of single family resi-
dential structures. Call Les at 735-5524.

Marceau and Sons does commer-• 
cial and residential asphalt paving, site 
work, driveways, parking lots. Call 
Dave at 735-5232.

Bill Matulevich does small jobs, • 
especially painting, light carpentry, 
electrical, plumbing, and general re-
pairs, both interior and exterior. Call 
Bill at 735-5548.

Stanley J. Smith does custom • 
woodworking and indoor house repairs. 
Call Stan at 735-5924.

Joshua Watkins of Chase Hill De-• 
signs works primarily as a trim carpenter 
and woodworker, but is experienced in 
all forms of carpentry. Contact Joshua at 
545-5024 or ChaseHillDesigns@gmail.com. 

Howard Wilson does landscap-• 
ing, maintenance, rototilling, seasonal 
maintenance, and some tree work. Call 
Howard at 735-5427.

Great House-Warming or
"Thank-you" Gift

Quarts, Pints, 1/2 Pints and Gallons
Gift + Regular Shipping Available-

Paypal Accepted

Tucker Mountain Maple Co-Op
Andover NH

Eric Johnson • 224 Tucker Mountain Road
tuckermtn@hotmail.com • 603-344-1130
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*  Do you have adequate insurance?  
 
211 communities in NH experienced disaster 
& power outages from the storm last year.  
Temperatures are plunging & snow is falling.  
Are you prepared? Call us now for a review & 
comparison of  your home & auto insurance .  
 

603-735-5339  www.AlanKThompson.com 
                    
                       Member of Colby Insurance Group  

The Friendly Barber Shop
NEW HOURS!

Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri – 8:30 to 5:00
Saturday – 8:00 to 2:00 • Closed Tuesdays

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY – WALK-INS WELCOMED!
343 Central St, Franklin 934-7530  


