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By Heather Makechnie
Beacon volunteer

Richard Brewster, a resident of 
Andover for two decades, was born on 
a cold March day in 1928 in Grafton 
and grew up in this area.

Richard’s father became ill with a bron-
chial-type ailment that eventually landed 
him in Glencliffe from the time Richard 
was two and a half until he was about 
seven. So Richard spent a lot of time with 
his grandparents, either the Willis Tuck-
ers in Danbury or the Perley Brewsters 
in Grafton. Yet Richard had many ties to 
Andover during his childhood.

“When I was about fi ve years old, it 
was the ultimate joy for me and my sis-
ter to be invited to ride in Grandfather 
Brewster’s truck and go to RP John-
sons in Potter Place. While Grandfather 
went upstairs to give his order for grain, 
we would sit on the counter downstairs 
and drink in the sight of all those people 
coming and going, exponentially en-
larging our world.

“As a boy, I was passionate about 
baseball. Before World War II there 
were baseball leagues all summer, ev-
ery Sunday afternoon. There were eight 
teams in the area that pitted themselves 
against each other. Grafton, Danbury, 
and Andover banded together to make 
up one of them. These were mostly 18- 
to 30-year-olds. 

“From Andover were the two Clark 
boys, two Reed boys, Eddy Ward, and 
Bobby Stewart. Oh, how I loved the ride 
in the rumble seat of the car, escaping 
the rural farm village and going to the 
big city of Andover for those games. 

“I remember very well that the dia-
mond on Carr Field had a “hole” behind 
third base. The baseman was very close 
to the steep banking that went into the 
dip [where Proctor lays its bonfi re to-
day]. If the baseman missed the throw 
to third, he would be a long time re-
trieving the ball.

“I was a strapping lad, and a fi ne 
athlete, and usually played fi rst base. 
However, we won an awful lot of our 
games, and they always let me pitch in 
the second half because we were usu-

ally way ahead.
“From as early as I can remember, I 

have often been at variance with people 
around me. I think I caused my mother 
and grandparents a lot of frustration. All 
my life I’ve rocked the boat and been on 
the verge of getting in trouble.

“Part of my education was accom-
plished one day when I watched Russell 
Dodge re-shingle Grandfather’s roof. 
He dropped his hammer off the edge 
and the handle snapped when it hit the 
ground. It was then that he signifi cantly 
increased my vocabulary. I recall that a 
while later my grandmother washed my 
mouth with good strong soap. I don’t 
remember what word I had used, but it 
was one I had learned from Russell.”

Richard’s elementary years were in 
Grafton, with high school at Canaan. 
Then he went to the University of New 
Hampshire for one year of liberal arts 
and accounting. “I decided at the end of 
the year that I knew more than my pro-
fessors, and left school.”

“I had worked for one year in a meat-
cutting market in Vermont, waiting for 
my chance to get into retail sales, when 
the draft act was passed. Realizing that 
I would be better off enlisting so that I 
could get my duty over and get on with 
my life, I joined the US Army for a two-
year hitch.

“Once, as a platoon sergeant, I pre-
vented a race riot. One of the offi cers 
had gone to town and come back drunk. 
He shared a taxi with some black en-
listed men from a colored battalion a 
half-mile further on. When he got out 
of the taxi he went and got about 25 of 
his buddies to come and do some dam-
age to those men. They surged forward 
and pressed the black soldiers against 
the taxi. One of the black soldiers had 
a two-by-four and was trying to fend 
them off. 

“I realized that there was going to be 
a very unhappy outcome if the situation 
was not diffused, so I quietly waded 
into the fray and raised my hands and 
spoke sharply to the men, causing them 
to pause long enough for the black sol-

Richard Brewster, Part 1

Among Richard Brewster’s many interests and activities is casting and paint-
ing lead Civil War soldiers. He recently created a depiction of the Battle of 
Gettysburg that has been on display in the Andover Library to coincide with 
AE/MS eighth graders’ study of the Civil War. Staff photo: Bob Bussey
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