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do like to joke that it wasn t really a fair 
fi ght because, with 50 years on him, I 
had more experience. Due to my respect 
for him, it was a thrill of a lifetime.

“Well, when I fi nally got loose from 
Uncle Sam, I went to work for Mr. Ha-
zen in Grafton. He raised chickens and 
cattle and had 25 men working for him. 
I was in his sawmill as a carpenter’s as-
sistant for six months. I thoroughly en-
joyed that work, and I felt appreciated 
by my employer. 

“Later I took a job with OW Du-
fresne Candy, Tobacco, Health, and 
Beauty on Elkins Street in Franklin. I 
drove a truck for a year and then moved 
up to salesman for the next 12 years. 
From 1965 to 1979 I was manager of 
the store. I continued as manager when 
it evolved into Bi-Rite Vending Service 
and Catalog Showroom. 

“Bi-Rite sold out to Value House in 
1977. Value House sold to Purity Su-
preme in 1979. Purity Supreme sold 
off the catalog showroom portion of its 
holdings to Service Merchandise, which 
had 54 stores all over New England. 

“All this time I continued to manage 
the Franklin store. I loved it. But after 
Service Merchandise had grown its 
holdings from one fi ve-and-dime start-
ed in 1934 to over 400 stores all over the 
country, our Franklin store was closed 
because it was too small. 

“I went on to manage a number of the 
stores through New England and upstate 
New York until retirement in 1993. By 
then, a lot of the fun had gone out of man-
aging because of the scale of business. 
The company just got bigger and bigger, 
and as it did the people became cogs. As 
manager I was expected to treat my work-
ers as less than human. I couldn’t do it.

“I fi nd that I have to do a lot of things 
a lot more slowly now that I am in my 
80s. I don’t play baseball or tennis any-
more, or ski or kayak, or even spar with 
boxers. No more bowling, or football, 
or even badminton. All of those have 
given me great happiness, but my legs 
just aren’t there, and there are parts of 
me that have gone missing. 
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INTERNAL MEDICINE
FRH Internal Medicine is pleased to welcome 

Maria Lara Figueras, MD
 
Dr. Figueras received her medical degree from 
the University of Santo Tomas in the Philippines. 
She completed her internship 
and residency at the 
University of Connecticut.

Dr. Figueras is now 
accepting new patients.  
Call 934-6562 today to make 
an appointment!

N E W  P ROV I D E R S

g g
ated from Colby-Sawyer College in 
May: Ashley Cote of Andover; Theo-
dore Beaufays of East Andover; Jarrett 
Deuink and Lesley Jenness of Danbury; 

y ;
Ferreira, Evan Lakeman, and Magbe 
Savane of New London; and Michael 
Bacote of Wilmot.

Kristina Lafi osca, daughter of 
Karen and Danny Lafi osca, has been 
named to the Dean’s List for the 2010 
spring semester at the University of 
New England in Biddeford and Port-
land, Maine. Dean’s List students have 

DEAN’S LIST: Kristina Lafiosca
attained a grade point average of 3.3 or 
better out of a possible 4.0 at the end of 
the semester.

A 2007 graduate of Merrimack Val-
ley High School, Kristina is majoring in 
Art Education.


