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By Tim St. Onge and Adam Jones
Proctor Academy

Over the past few months, the inside 
of the old ski shop has been slowly trans-
formed into The Blackwater Communi-
ty Coffeehouse by Proctor students and 
Andover residents. The shop, which is 
slated to open sometime between now 
and next September, will try to create a 
community center as well as serve good 
coffee, tea, and food. 

Kate Jones, one of two managers of 
the new coffee shop, sat down to dis-
cuss the shop and what she hopes for 
the future.

“Our vision is to run a community-
minded coffeehouse that has the poten-
tial to bring together all the residents 
of Andover. We believe that one of the 
most important aspects of business is 
that it supports and invests in commu-
nity. Our hope is that the Coffeehouse 
will not only be a comfortable gathering 
place for everyone in Andover – serv-
ing fair trade coffee and teas – but also 
have the ability to fi nancially invest in 
community projects over the short and 
long term,” Kate said.

In addition to coffee, the shop will 
also sell hot and cold drinks including 
drip coffee (regular, dark roast, break-
fast blend, decaf), specialty espresso 
drinks (cappuccinos, lattes, espressos, 
etc), a selection of loose leaf teas, iced 
tea, chai lattes, iced chai, hot choco-
late, fresh fruit smoothies, shakes, iced 

coffee, a selection of bottled bever-
ages (natural juices), and freshly-baked 
baked goods including, but not limited 
to, cookies, brownies, pies, muffi ns, 
scones, biscotti, croissants, danishes, 
and fresh fruit. The Coffeehouse will 
also serve ice cream by the scoop.

The old Ski Shop building has two 
fl oors. The fl oor located at street level 
will have window booths, small cafe 
tables, and the main counter for ordering 
from the menu. The second fl oor, which 
overlooks the summit of Ragged Moun-
tain, will be used as additional seating 
where people can relax on a couch or in 
an armchair or sit at the computer and ac-
cess the free WiFi during business hours: 
6:30 AM to 4 PM, Monday to Saturday.

“We are eager for the Coffeehouse 
to be a community space – an Andover 
space. Once we get up and running in 
September, the Coffeehouse will be 
available to outside groups to rent for 
an evening. Business leaders could 
rent out the space and hold meetings. 
School groups could rent out the space 
and hold fundraisers. Musicians could 
rent out the space and hold small con-
certs. There is even a kitchen on the 
second fl oor, so groups could rent out 
the space and hold nutrition classes. 
Weekly yoga is possible. We also in-
tend to decorate the Coffeehouse with 
local artists’ work – a rotating gallery 
that showcases the artistic talent in our 
community,” Kate said.

Kate and Adam Jones will be managing the new Blackwater Community Cof-
feehouse in the old ski shop on Main Street when it opens in the fall. They 
invite folks to stop by during the Fourth of July festivities for a peek at the new 
space, which includes the coffeehouse on the main fl oor (pictured here) and 
a community room upstairs. Staff photo: Charlie Darling
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Picking The Beans
One of the most important decisions 

that managers of new coffeehouses 
have to make is to determine what qual-
ity of coffee to serve. Kate and Adam 
Jones, her husband and co-manager, 
have decided to serve Cafe Monte Alto 
(MonteAlto.com). Not only is Cafe Mon-
te Alto a coffee cooperative that deeply 
believes in social justice and equity 
across all levels of the coffee industry, 
but the coffee tastes delicious as well!

Their Web site states that “Cafe 
Monte Alto was established in 1997 
when Eddie and Micky Giunta began 

importing premium green coffee beans 
from family-owned farms in Puerto 
Rico and Peru to the USA. These beans 
are all of the Arabica family; they are 
picked, processed immediately, and 
dried over a long period of time.”

Kate said, “We are excited to build a 
long-term partnership with Cafe Mon-
te Alto because they are a Plymouth, 
New Hampshire-based roaster that has 
a uniquely close relationship with the 
growers of their beans in Peru. They 
value community development, social 
justice, and the highest standards of bean 
production. In fact, Cafe Monte Alto’s 
premium shade plantation recently cap-
tured the coveted Specialty Coffee Asso-
ciation of America ‘Gold Bean’ award.”.

For a sneak peak of the Coffeehouse 
– located at the old Ski Shop – swing by 
and check it out on the Fourth of July. 
The Coffeehouse will be open for the 
day, selling coffee and baked goods 
despite the current state of renovation! 
Kate and Adam are eager to meet peo-
ple in the community and are excited 
to hear everyone’s suggestions to make 
the Coffeehouse the best resource for 
the people of Andover.

The Blackwater Community Cof-
feehouse will open for daily business in 
September. For further inquiries, please 
e-mail Kate and Adam at Blackwater-
CommunityCoffeehouse@gmail.com.
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