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On the third grade fi eld trip, AE/MS students scurry along the rocky coast 
looking for crustaceans at Odiorne Point after visiting the Seacoast Sci-
ence Center in Rye.  Photo and caption: Teri Lee

By Jane Slayton
Principal, AE/MS

June was a fast-paced month at 
Andover Elementary/Middle School, 
as numerous culminating activities 
were squeezed into the fi nal month. 
June 15 was the fi nal day of the school 
year for students and is an early ending 
compared to recent years. The fact that 
there were only two snow days this year 
made a big difference.

The kindergarten students partici-
pated in a graduation ceremony on June 
9 and magically became fi rst grade 

students when sprinkled with special 
glitter by Mrs. Pellegrino. Parents and 
friends were greatly entertained by 
the students as they performed several 
songs. Cupcakes and punch were en-
joyed after the ceremony. Mrs. Pellegri-
no, Mrs. Rogers, parents, and students 
went to Squam Lake Science Center to 
complete the last full week of the school 
year.

Twenty- four eighth grade students 
graduated from AE/MS on June 14. 
Next year those students will attend 

AE/MS student Katelyn Ashburn got a huge surprise when her father, who is 
serving in Afghanistan and had just arrived home on a brief leave, stepped 
onto the stage during her graduation.  Staff photo: Bob Bussey
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(L-r) Hawk McCord, Lilly and William Furtk
break from their busy schedules to enjoy the
 

By Kat Darling
Two Mountain Farm

Unless planted only with pumpkins, 
gardens don’t just produce an autumn har-
vest, and the same goes for the small gar-
den now in place at the Andover Elementa-
ry/Middle School. The six raised beds that 
were installed May 1 with volunteer help 
have already yielded great, fresh food!

On May 10, lettuce, chard, and kale 
transplants, as well as seeded carrots, 
peas, and salad mix were planted by 
school students on SHARE day. Less 
than one month later, the fi rst lettuce was 
harvested by kitchen staff and was used 
in a school lunch. A few days later, kale 
and chard were similarly utilized. Less 
than one month from planting to harvest 
– now that’s a good turn-around time.

Other crops that have been planted 
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School Garden Yields A BountySchool Garden Yie

running high as the school poured into 
the gymnasium to witness what has 
become one of the high points of the 
school year.

The judges were seated at their table 
and waiting to be impressed. Some 
of the usual suspects as well as some 
new faces were ready to go. “Super 
Silverstein” and “Country Connor” 
(Can I get a “Yee Haw!” here?) were 
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See Grads  on page 50


