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We had a couple of respons-
es about the photo of the der-
elict truck on page 20 of last 
month’s Beacon. Glenn Haley 
wrote: “The old truck was 
owned by Everett Pineo. It is 
shown “parked” southbound on 
Putney Road about 150′ from 
Boston Hill Road. I believe it is 
a 1934 or ’35 Chevy.

“I remember this picture, 
as the truck had to be removed 
when the Haley family started 
to upgrade Putney Road from a 
Class 6 to a Class 5 town road 
so that we could get building 
permits. Two of my brothers 
and my mother also have the 
same memory.”

We also heard from Amy 
Davis Diggett, “formerly of good ol’ 
East Andover, New Hampshire, the 
oldest sibling of the Davis clan.” Amy 
writes:

“I am 100% sure of the place – Put-
ney Road in East Andover. It used to be 
a closed/non-maintained old road in the 
1970s, and my siblings and I would walk 
to the top of this hill to see the beautiful 
views of Ragged and Kearsarge Moun-

tains and have a picnic lunch there. This 
truck was parked in the middle of the 
dirt road, and being children with wild 
imaginations, we used to think it was 
haunted, etc.

“I think it is a 1936 Chevrolet. Pos-
sibly the Pineo family owned it, as their 
farm was close to the location.”

Thanks, Glenn and Amy!

Just For Fun...

This Old Truck
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Bobby Thomson’s Homer 
Won 1951 Pennant
By Don Gould
For the Beacon

The New York Giants baseball icon, 
Bobby Thomson, immortalized with 
his “Shot Heard ‘Round the World” 
in 1951, a game–winning home run 
against the Brooklyn Dodgers that won 
the National League playoff, passed 
away on Monday, August 16. His pass-
ing prompted a frenzy of media sto-
ries recalling perhaps the most famous 
home run during an era that baseball 
fondly calls the “Golden Age,” a time 
when the sport was No. 1 in America, 
and New York was the epicenter.

But for me, it stirred memories of 
traveling and working with Bobby 
Thomson in quite a different role. In 
the late ‘40s and ‘50s, baseball players 
worked more for the love of the game, 
as there were no million-dollar con-
tracts. After his baseball career, Bobby 
became an account manager for West-
VaCo, the West Virginia Paper Com-
pany, in their New York offi ce.

In 1967, Union Carbide centralized 
distribution, and I became packaging 
engineer to develop, specify, and per-
formance-test packaging for all solid 
chemicals and plastics. Soon Bobby 
called, and we began a supplier-custom-
er relationship that led to several years 

of work and travels together to both 
Union Carbide and WestVaCo plants. 
He shared baseball moments often on 
these travels.

It was about six months after that 
fi rst call when we happened to have 
lunch at a restaurant where Bobby had 
appeared the evening before for the F & 
M Schaefer Brewing Company’s Circle 
of Sports promotion. Soon, several peo-
ple came to our table for signatures, and 
I learned that I was dining with the Bob-
by Thomson. (In my defense, listening 
to baseball games on the radio did little 
for face recognition of players.)

Bobby was a great team player who 
always seemed able to fi nd the right 
players to meet the most technical in-
dustrial packaging challenges for chem-
icals and plastics. Although I must say, 
he looked better in a Giants uniform 
than in protective boots, coveralls, and 
an air hood.

A memorable highlight was attending 
a Cubs game in New York with Bobby 
and our sons. My son still has the base-
ball signed by all the Cubs that day.

That’s what one Baseball Hall of 
Fame player did after the ballpark. Bobby 
Thomson was truly a great team player 
in any sport. God bless you, Bobby.

I wonder if the baseball players to-
day have as much fun now that million-
dollar contracts foster a different life 
style.

ReminiscenceReminiscence

Baseball Legend Baseball Legend 
Bobby ThomsonBobby Thomson

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

Walter Lane, a Beacon subscriber in 
Hobe Sound, Florida, called last month to 
fi ll in some more details about the fi ghter 
plane at Proctor. Paul Fenton had started 
the discussion in the July issue of the Bea-
con on page 22 with an excerpt from his 
book, Half Way Up The Hill, in which he 
recalls a World War II fi ghter plane on 
display outside Maxwell Savage Hall.

In the August issue (page 11), Walter 
Walker of Wilmot wrote more details 
and some thoughts on how the plane 
might have come to Proctor.

The Last (?) Word 
On Airplanes At Proctor

In his call last month, Walter Lane told 
me that there were two aircraft on display 
at Proctor during and after World War II. 
One, he said, was a 40-horsepower Tay-
lorcraft side-by-side trainer. The Grum-
man fi ghter that Paul had mentioned was 
an F4F Wildcat, according to Walter. He 
remembers it on the west side of Max-
well Savage Hall until sometime around 
September of 1945 – the month in which 
he and a friend bought a Piper J-2 Cub 
that was on display in New London at 
Colby-Sawyer College (called Colby Ju-
nior College for Women at the time) in 
order to restore it.
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Now you can pay down your mortgage before you retire. With 
rates so low, this will be the last mortgage you ever need.

Home Stretch 
Mortgage

800.FSB.4445 · 603.934.4445 
Online account opening at fsbnh.com

* 4.25% Annual Percentage Rate (APR) effective as of 8/4/10, is fixed for up to 10 years and would be repayable in 120 payments of $10.24 per $1,000 borrowed. Requires auto pay  
from a Franklin Savings Bank Checking Account and 20% owner’s equity down. If not paid by automatic payment, the APR is 4.50%.  Refinances only; not available for purchases. 
Current FSB mortgage customers must increase their loan amount by $50,000. Minimum loan amount of $50,000. Payments do not include amounts for taxes and insurance premiums. 
The actual payment obligation will be greater.  A prepayment penalty will apply if loan is closed within the first three years; ask for details. Offer available for loan amounts up to  
$1 million. For loan amounts greater than $1 million, please call for pricing. For a limited time only. Valid on 1-4 family, owner occupied properties and condominiums only. Offer may 
be withdrawn without notice.

4.25% APR* 

10-Year Fixed Rate Mortgage

No Points or  
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