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By Alicia Colby
AE/MS French Teacher

Parlez-vous français? Do you 
speak French? Ask a second or third 
grader from AE/MS, and the answer 
will be Oui! Yes! 

This school year I have the plea-
sure of spending Tuesday afternoons 
with the second and third grade stu-
dents, helping them learn a new lan-
guage. Exposing a young child to a 
foreign language has been shown 
to have many positive effects on 
a child’s intellectual growth. Lan-
guages help improve listening skills, 
increase fl exibility in thinking, and 
even improve a child’s understanding 
of his or her own language. Foreign 

languages also open the door to un-
derstanding and learning about other 
cultures. 

So far this school year, the students 
have already mastered “hello” and 
“goodbye,” counting to 10, and sever-
al other phrases. Last week we played 
a game where students were only al-
lowed to speak French, and they were 
awesome! 

It’s truly amazing how quickly a 
child can learn a new skill. I try every 
week to be sure that the students are 
engaged, having fun, and learning. 
Hopefully what the students learn this 
year will help them throughout their 
lives, even if they don’t continue to 
speak French.

French Classes At AE/MS

AE/MS press release
Results of the New England Com-

mon Assessment Program (NECAP) 
science test, administered statewide 
to students in grades four and eight in 
May of 2010, were just released. The 
science assessment is designed to mea-
sure what students know and are able 
to do in the areas of Earth and Space 
Science, Physical Science, Life Science, 
and Inquiry. 

NECAP is a collaborative partner-
ship involving three states: New Hamp-
shire, Vermont, and Rhode Island. This 
partnership was established in response 
to the federal No Child Left Behind 
Act, which requires that states annu-
ally measure the achievement of all 
students in grades three through eight 
and in one grade in high school. Read-
ing and mathematics assessments have 
been required since 2005. Science was 
required to start in 2008.

Fifty-four percent of New Hampshire 
students tested scored Profi cient or bet-
ter in science at grade four. At AE/MS, 
70% of the fourth grade students scored 
Profi cient or better. In grade eight, 27% 
percent of New Hampshire students 
scored profi cient or better. At AE/MS, 
57% of the eighth grade students scored 
Profi cient or better.

Andover and the rest of New Hamp-
shire now have three years of results 

AE/MS Tops State Scores In Science
that will help with decision-making 
when it comes to improvement of the 
science curriculum and instruction. It is 
interesting to note that both our fourth 
grade and eighth grade cumulative av-
erages are above the state cumulative 
average.

Andover teachers of science remain 
confi dent that the Andover science cur-
riculum is comprehensive in scope and 
sequence and aligned with the New 
Hampshire Grade Level Expectations. 
The AE/MS science curriculum is con-
tinually reviewed at the local level and 
can be seen at Andover.K12.nh.us. 

The Andover administration is very 
pleased with the science education that 
students receive at AE/MS. Principal 
Jane Slayton reports, “The science ex-
periences that AE/MS students have by 
the time they leave the eighth grade are 
quite impressive. Our science curricu-
lum is less textbook-oriented and more 
focused on actual scientifi c investiga-
tion and inquiry. Science in the lower 
grades is integrated with writing, read-
ing, art and mathematics. 

“Our focus tends to be on under-
standing and applying scientifi c con-
cepts,” she says. “It is important that 
our students make connections between 
science content knowledge and the na-
ture of science and scientifi c thinking – 
an important 21st century skill.”

By Alan Hanscom
Andover One Wheelers

The Andover One Wheelers are 
heading into autumn with a favor-
ite parade on Sunday, October 3. The 
North Adams Fall Foliage Festival 
Parade is the annual overnight trip to 
North Adams, Massachusetts. The 
travel team leave Saturday afternoon, 
October 2, for the three-hour trip to 
western Massachusetts. Upon arrival 
at the First Congregational Church, 
team members pick their spot on the 
fl oor and make up their beds while the 
chaperones prepare dinner.

Pizza and spaghetti are followed 
by crafts and games before lights-
out. Things quiet down nicely after 
the typical coughs and giggles. An 
early wake-up is needed to give plen-
ty of time for packing and clean-up 
before heading for the restaurant for 

Andover One Wheelers amazed the crowd once again during the Boscawen 
Old Home Parade on August 28. Behind leader Erin Hanscom (right) are Bai-
ley Powers, Elizabeth Labrie, Tiffany Poulin (hidden), Betsy Abrahamson, Ben 
Yusko, Alica Barry (hidden), and Hannah Veinotte.  Photo: Alan Hanscom

Andover One Wheelers
breakfast.

The parade forms next to the Wal-
Mart on the edge of town. We never 
know what will be nearby. Often it 
is clowns, fi re trucks, Shriners, or 
fl oats. One year it was the Budweiser 
Clydesdales. 

After a nearly two-hour wait, the 
two-mile parade, one of our longest, 
heads north towards the city. The real 
crowd is concentrated in the last half 
mile. They love to see the One Wheel-
ers and are always loudly cheering 
them on.

At parade’s end, we quickly pack 
up our parade gear and hit the road. 
Sometimes there is time for a gift shop 
stop. The long ride home is broken up 
by a dinner stop in Greenfi eld, Mas-
sachusetts. The team arrives back at 
AE/MS in the early evening, tired but 
pleased by a great performance.
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