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"Making Strides" Tops 
$505,000 To Fight Cancer

Kimberly Laro is holding the comma, and Kat Hitchmoth is in the fi rst row, 
second from left. Both are from Andover and serve on the volunteer Planning 
Committee for Making Strides. Kimberly is the volunteer Director of Publicity.

By Kimberly Laro
Making Strides Against Breast Cancer

The 18th annual Making Strides 
Against Breast Cancer event took place 
in Concord on Sunday, October 18. 
Participants were greeted by a beauti-
ful New Hampshire fall day, perhaps a 
reward for braving the cold, rain, and 
snow of the 2009 event. 

Once again the Concord event raised 
over half a million dollars. These funds 
will allow the American Cancer Soci-
ety to make strides against breast can-
cer all year round by funding research, 
programs, and patient services. The 
American Cancer Society is the nation’s 
largest volunteer health organization. 

By Marj Roy
Town Clerk and Tax Collector

We are very excited to announce that 
we will be unveiling a Motor Vehicle In-
ternet Kiosk in the very near future. The 
Kiosk is a Web site that will give custom-
ers the ability to renew their registrations 
using a credit card or electronic check at 
any time of day, without having to make 
a special trip to our offi ce.

Customers access their renewal in-
formation using the Internet by entering 
a plate number and a unique PIN print-
ed on their renewal notices. Customers 
with multiple vehicles are presented 
with a list of all their vehicles and the 
corresponding renewal costs. The cus-
tomer can choose to register one ve-
hicle, or multiple vehicles at one time, 
using a secure and safe Web site. 

Some renewals cannot be processed 
online:

Vehicles registered by a minor• 
Vehicles with outstanding fees or • 
parking violations

Required change of address• 
National guard plates• 
Motor homes• 
Gross weight of more than 26,000• 

Prior to payment, customers are di-
rected from the Motor Vehicle Kiosk 
site to another secure Web site where all 
fi nancial information is collected and 
processed by a nationally-recognized 
provider of safe and secure electronic 
payments. When the fi nancial trans-
action is complete, the customer is re-
turned to the Motor Vehicle Kiosk site. 

The Town of Andover receives 100% 
of the fees due, and there is no charge 
to the Town for the electronic payment 
service. Customers are charged a small 
convenience fee for using the service.

The electronic information is sent to our 
offi ce, and we complete the registration(s) 
and mail them to you. We also transfer the 
state’s portion of the fees to DMV.

As always, you can mail your renew-
als to us, or come in to the offi ce to re-
new your registrations. 

Online Auto Registration 
Renewals Coming To Andover
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Dear Andover Veteran, 
 
     You are cordially invited to Andover Elementary 
Middle School on Wednesday, November 3, at 1 PM for 
our Veterans Day program. Our school will have a 
ceremony to honor our nation’s military veterans, past 
and present, and it will mean a lot to us if you attend. 
     It is very important for our school community to 
educate our students on the contributions veterans 
have made throughout the years. We celebrate 
America’s veterans for keeping this nation “the land of 
the free and the home of the brave.” This has become a 
significant event at AEMS and one we look forward to 
every November. 
     Students will express their gratitude and respect 
through musical selections, readings, and other 
presentations. 
     Please remain after the ceremony for refreshments, a 
group picture, and a chance to visit with other veterans. 
     I hope that you will join us on November 3 at 1 PM. 
We look forward to seeing you! 
      Sincerely, 
      Jane Slayton 
 
     As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest 
appreciation is not to utter words, but to live by them.   

 ~John Fitzgerald Kennedy

ANDOVER ANDOVER 

PUMPKIN 
FESTIVAL

Penney and Eric Allen and grandson 
Kaiden Miller enjoyed Andover’s fi rst 
Pumpkin Festival at the Gross Fam-
ily Farm on Main Street. They were 
among the crowds that enjoyed many 
activities for kids, plenty of food, and 
the American Chunker pumpkin 
cannon, which shot large pumpkins 
across the fi eld, smashing them to 
nothing against a huge stack of wood-
en guardrail posts. The event raised 
over $400 for the Andover Food Pan-
try.  Staff photo: Charlie Darling

ANDOVER PROPERTY TAX BILLS
As the Beacon goes to press, Andover Tax Collector Marj Roy is plan-

ning to mail the 2010 property tax bills on Friday, October 29. 

The tax rate will be $17.00 per thousand for Andover properties ($3,400 
in taxes for a $200,000 property) and $16.72 for East Andover properties 
($3,344 for a $200,000 property). 

This year’s tax rate is down about $1.00 per thousand (about $200 for a 
$200,000 property) because the Town, the School District, and the County 
each reduced its budget this year. Watch for a more thorough analysis of 
this year’s tax bills in the next issue of the Beacon.

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

Again this year, The Andover Beacon 
will combine its December and January 
issues. The Holidays 2010 issue will ar-
rive in Andover mailboxes on Friday, 
December 10. Following the Holidays 
2010 issue, the Beacon will resume its 
regular monthly schedule with the Feb-
ruary 2011 issue arriving in Andover 
mailboxes on Friday, January 28.
Deadline For Holidays 2010 Issue

The deadline for articles, photos, and 
ads every month is usually the 15th. For 

Beacon To Combine 
December and January Issues

the Holidays 2010 issue we’ll move that 
to Monday, November 22 – but if you 
can possibly get things to us earlier than 
that, please do!

And as always, if there’s an event that 
happens after the deadline, just let us 
know in advance how soon after the dead-
line you can get us the article and photos 
covering that event. That way we can plan 
to include it even though it’s “late.”

For the February 2011 issue, the 
deadline will be January 15, as usual. 
But again, earlier is always much, much 
better! 

See Strides  on page 2


