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precious to him than life itself. 
On the way to the daycare, his Toyota 

is broadsided by an SUV. The windows 
are blown out of the driver’s side of the 
car, and he is knocked unconscious. The 
child, still safely buckled into the car seat 
and only mildly shaken, wails in fright. 
She continues to cry for about fi ve min-
utes, but the temperature inside the car 
has plummeted to below freezing by 
then, and the wind is sucking any heat 
that remains right out the windows. 

See EMS  on page 29

By Heather Makechnie
Secretary, Andover EMS

Picture, for a moment, a father hurry-
ing to get his two-year old daughter to the 
daycare in the morning. The thermom-
eter reads six degrees Farenheit, and the 
wind is blowing a gale. She is wearing 
a fl eecy jacket over her Oshkoshes and 
some fl uffy slippers. He bundles her in 
a thin blanket to keep her warm for the 
short time it takes him to get her to the 
pre-warmed car. He carefully buckles 
her into the car seat, because she is more 

Andover EMS

(L-r) John Kinney, Evan Gaskin, Sam Brown, and Heather Makechnie spent 
Community Safety Day showing AE/MS students around the Andover EMS 
equipment. Photo: Jen Bent

By Rene Lefebvre
Chief, East Andover Fire Department

I think that most people who watched 
the rescue of the 33 miners trapped for 
almost three months felt excitement and 
relief with the people of Chile. Their 
government, the engineers, and the res-
cue team defi nitely got it right. 

It is tough to imagine the challenges 
faced by the technicians and medical 
team as time marched against the min-
ers. The boss trapped with his men has 
shown that courage and competent lead-
ership, not a title, is what makes you a 
boss. If they’re all a bit proud, they have 

Jeff Miller (in full fi refi ghter gear) and Evan Gaskin talked with many AE/MS 
students about fi refi ghting and fi re safety on Community Safety Day.
 Photo: Jen Bent

East Andover Fire Department
earned the right. 

Something that caught my attention 
was the Star of Life worn on the uni-
form of the rescue team that entered the 
mine. The Star is an international sym-
bol of rescue and emergency medical 
technicians. We in Andover wear the 
Star of Life. 

What I wonder is if I would have what 
it takes to go a half mile underground in 
a small tube to do what those very brave 
EMTs did in Chile. In 30 years of emer-
gency response, I have forced my short 
body in some tight spaces, but nothing 

See EAFD  on page 29
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